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 2026 School Safety Grant Opportunities
	Overview


The information provided below is intended to highlight state-level grants for school safety and school violence prevention available for school districts to apply in 2026. Both grants fall under the efforts of the STOP School Violence Act of 2018. The U.S. Department of Justice recommends districts to begin preparing applications as early as possible before submission. Duplicate applications should not be submitted to both entities. Further information on these grants can be found in the “Relevant Resources” section of this document.
Below you will find the grant’s... 
· Goals
· Eligibility Requirements
· General application guidelines 
· Examples of approved projects/activities
· Contacts
	Grant Opportunities



	COPS Office’s School Violence Prevention Program (SVPP)
	Goals
· Improve school security through implementation of evidence-based school safety programs and technology.
· Fund projects which include funding of civilian personnel to serve as coordinators with local law enforcement, training for local law enforcement officers, purchase and installation of certain allowable equipment and technology, and other measures to significantly improve school security.



Eligibility

· School districts, including public charter school districts, and school districts are eligible to apply.
· Private schools, nonprofit schools, and school districts not operating as school districts are ineligible.
· See policies that influence eligibility factors in slides 8-9 of the program PowerPoint found in Relevant Resources. 

Application Guidelines

Grant opened April 24, 2025, and closed on June 26, 2025. See additional deadline information in slides 25-26 of the program PowerPoint provided in Relevant Resources. 

Up to $500,000 available per award 

· Awards require at least a 25% local match in cash unless a waiver is approved.
· Applicants will use both Grants.gov and JustGrants to apply.
· Applicants must submit an SF-424 to Grants.gov before completing the full application in JustGrants.
· Before preparing an application, (1) register with the SAM database (Home | SAM.gov), and (2) acquire an Authorized Organization Representative profile on Grants.gov.
· Links to further application instructions and guidelines can be found in Relevant Resources.

Project/Activity Examples

Funding is NOT provided for the hiring of school resource officers. 

Commonly funded projects include:

· Camera systems
· Access controls, doors, locks
· Technology (panic alarms, radios)
· Systems for notifications, weapons detection, or visitor management
· Training for school resource officers or law enforcement personnel
· Personnel (school safety coordinators, security coordinators, technology managers)
· Technology/equipment for school buses (cameras, ID scanners)
· Window film/tint, lighting

Contact

Email: COPS-SVPP@usdoj.gov

URL: School Violence Prevention Program (SVPP) | COPS OFFICE


	BJA’s STOP School Violence Program


	
Goals
· Improve school security by providing students and teachers with the tools they need to recognize, respond quickly to, and prevent acts of violence.
· Prevent violence in K-12 school settings by funding the implementation of behavioral threat assessments and/or intervention teams, technological solutions, such as anonymous reporting technology, and other school safety strategies. 

Eligibility

· School districts, including independent school districts, are eligible and will apply under Category 2 of the grant posting. 

Application Guidelines

Grant opened September 18, 2025, and closes November 3, 2025. 

Up to $1,000,000 available per award under Category 2

· Applicants will use both Grants.gov and JustGrants to apply.
· Applicants must submit an SF-424 to Grants.gov before completing the full application in JustGrants.
· Before preparing an application, register with the SAM database (Home | SAM.gov).
· Award applicants MUST use evidence-based strategies as those defined by the National Institute of Justice’s Comprehensive School Safety Initiative (see BJA’s website found in Relevant Resources).
· Award recipients MUST demonstrate a “statistically significant effect” on outcomes based on strong evidence from at least one well-designed and well-implemented experimental study.
· All technology used must meet the best practices for school security. For further information, see the program overview on the BJA’s website found in Relevant Resources. 

Project/Activity Examples

Funding is NOT provided for the purchase of target hardening equipment to secure schools (e.g., cameras, security systems, fencing, locks, etc.). This should be reserved for the SVPP application. Funding is also NOT provided for hiring armed security officers or school resource officers. 

· Develop and operate technology solutions
· Develop and implement multidisciplinary behavioral threat assessment and/or intervention teams
· Educate students on how to prevent school violence 
· Trail school personnel on preventing school violence

Contact

Senior Policy Advisor: David Adams

Telephone: (202)-514-5309

Email: David.Adams@usdoj.gov

URL: Student, Teachers, and Officers Preventing (STOP) School Violence Program | Overview | Bureau of Justice Assistance



	Relevant Resources


SVPP
2025 Program PowerPoint: FY 2025 School Violence Prevention Program (SVPP) Notice of Funding Opportunity, May 8, 2025 Webinar
Application Resource Guide: FY25 COPS Office School Violence Prevention Program Application Resource Guide
Process for Applying: Process for Applying to COPS Office Notices of Funding Opportunity
STOP School Violence Program
Program Overview: Opportunity Overview: FY25 Student, Teachers, and Officers Preventing (STOP) School Violence Program
In-Depth Program Overview (Website): Student, Teachers, and Officers Preventing (STOP) School Violence Program | Overview | Bureau of Justice Assistance
Full Notice of Funding Opportunity: FY25 Student, Teachers, and Officers Preventing (STOP) School Violence Program NOFO
	Contact for Grant Writing Needs



	Independent Grant Writer
	Name: Maeve Salamida
Email: salamidamaeve@gmail.com
Phone: (860)-372-0424
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