Gifted Parent Presentation for 2026-2027

Slide 1 – No Audio/video

Slide 2 - Hello!  My name is April Dailey and I am the Gifted Specialist for Chandler Unified School District.  The presentation I will be sharing with you today will cover characteristics of gifted students, how we assess students to determine gifted eligibility as well as describe the gifted program options available in Chandler Unified School District.

Slide 3 – I always like to start by letting you know that the state of Arizona requires that we identify students for gifted services as well as provide gifted services.  However, they do not tell the school districts what gifted programming has to look like.  Therefore, the majority of this presentation will describe in detail the different options in CUSD.

Slide 4 – In Chandler Unified School District we administer the Cognitive Abilties Test or CogAT, to identify students who are eligible to receive gifted services.  The Cognitive Abilties Test does NOT measure academic achievement or tell us how well a child is doing in reading, writing or math.  The CogAT measures reasoning abilities ONLY.  It measures reasoning abilities in three different areas: verbal, quantitative and non-verbal.  

Slide 5 – Here you will see some sample questions from the Cognitive Abilities Test.  The left-hand column shows examples from the tests we administer to PreK through second grade students.  The right-hand column shows examples from the tests we administer to third through seventh grade students.  You will notice that for our PreK through 2nd grade students there are not actually any words or numbers in the assessment booklet.  
The first three rows have examples of questions in the verbal portion of the assessment.  The first subtest asks students to solve analogies.  The foot goes with the shoe in the same way that the hand goes with . . . and the students choose the picture that they think is the answer.  The second subtest shows the question that the proctor reads aloud and the student chooses which picture represents the answer to that question.  The third verbal subtest shows a group of objects: the basketball, beach ball and baseball.  The students have to choose which picture would belong in the same group.
The next three rows have examples of questions in the quantitative portion of the assessment.  Again, the first subtest asks students to solve analogies.  The whole nut goes with the half of a nut in the same way that the whole apple goes with . . . and the students choose the picture that they think is the answer.  The second subtest is laid out in three rows.  The top row shows the first train and asks the students to recognize how many apples are in the train car.  The second row shows the train, but it does not have the same number of apples as the first train.  Students have to choose the answer, in the third row, that would make the train equal to the train in the top row.  The third quantitative subtest asks students to find the next number in the pattern.
The bottom three rows have examples of questions in the non-verbal portion of the assessment.  The first subtest asks students to solve analogies.  The large circle goes with the small circle in the same way that the large triangle goes with . . . and the students choose the picture that they think is the answer.  The second subtest shows how a piece of paper is being folded, and as you see in the right-hand column, it may also show a piece being cut out or a hole being punched in the paper.  The students have to choose how the paper will look when it is unfolded.  Students have to visualize this, they are not given materials to recreate it.  The third verbal subtest shows a group of shapes.  The students have to choose which picture would belong in the same group.
As you can see, the PreK through 2nd grade assessments to do NOT tell us how well a child can read or do math, but instead shows us how they solve problems.  It measures reasoning abilities only.  

Slide 6 – We require a 97th percentile score in any one of the three areas: verbal, quantitative or non-verbal, in order for students to be eligible to receive gifted services in CUSD.  OR students qualify with a 95th percentile composite score.  A percentile score tells us how well a student performed in comparison with all students who have taken this test at their same age.  The CogAT uses national norms to determine these percentile scores.  Students are not compared to other students in the testing session or the school district.  
All gifted services are initiated by parent request.  When we test all second grade students in classrooms in January or when a student is tested with us on a Saturday, scores are mailed to the home address in a letter.  This letter communicates the percentile scores from the assessment.  If a child qualifies for gifted services then there is information on how to apply for open enrollment for the self-contained gifted program or request consultative services at a school site.

Slide 7 – I like to who this bell curve to show what the 97th percentile, or higher, looks like.  These scores fall in the top quartile of the bell curve.  I think this is a good visual to show that students who qualify for gifted services NEED something different in the classroom.  They process information differently.

Slide 8 – This slide shows a list of characteristics that we typically see with gifted children.  I will give you a minute to read through these.  
It is a common myth that gifted students sit in their seats, follow directions, and get straight As.  This is not usually the case.  Gifted students ask a lot of questions.  The have intense passions and interests.  They can often find a new solution that hasn’t been discussed.  These characteristics can be seen as a strength at home or in the classroom or a CHALLENGE at home or in the classroom.  Sometimes these characteristics make it hard for teachers to understand the student.  They may see them as poorly behaved or argumentative.  Sometimes same-age peers have trouble understanding these students and may not share the same interests or passions and struggle to communicate well.  
Slide 9 - Gifted students tend to develop asynchronously.  Meaning that often their intellectual development is a year or two above their biological age and their social/emotional/motor skills development may be a year or two below their biological age.  This asynchrony can also prove to be difficult in the general education setting.  Often this asynchrony is best addressed by someone who has training in gifted education.  At the same time, I do not believe it is always necessary to upset the apple cart.  If a child is doing well in their current classroom at their current school, they are being challenged and making friends, then the gifted program might not be something a student needs.  We keep all gifted scores on file.  If a student qualifies for gifted services, then they will always qualify for gifted services in CUSD.

Slide 10 – So, what options do we have for gifted services in Chandler Unified School District?  First, please know that students who are eligible to receive gifted services are eligible for any of the gifted options.  We do NOT have different qualification requirements for the different programs.  
Currently we have Knox Gifted Academy and Weinberg Gifted Academy.  These are our two self-contained gifted school sites which offer grades kindergarten through sixth grade.  These school sites are self-contained, meaning that all students who are enrolled there have qualified for gifted services with cognitive abilities test scores.  The teachers on these campuses either have their gifted endorsement or are working on it.  It takes approximately four years for a teacher to complete the required 180 seat hours in gifted training, in order to earn their gifted endorsement.  
Then we have the self-contained gifted program at two additional school sites.  These sites have one to two self-contained gifted classrooms per grade level.  Currently they are located at Jacobson Elementary School and Ryan Elementary School. These teachers also either have their gifted endorsement or are working on it.
At Knox, Weinberg and in the self-contained gifted classrooms we work a grade level above in reading, writing and math.  We accelerate in order to keep students challenged.  However, our goal is not to move students as fast and far through the curriculum as possible.  We focus on higher-level thinking, problem-solving, application of the content in multiple situations and hands-on learning.  
Gifted consultative services offer an opportunity for identified gifted students to remain in a regular classroom at their home school, in the Dual Language or Chandler Traditional Academy programs, while support, materials, and an individualized learning plan is in place for differentiated instruction within their classroom. The classroom teacher writes a plan that outlines the ways in which he/she plans to meet the gifted needs of gifted students in his/her classroom by differentiating the current curriculum being taught in the classroom.  This plan is shared with parents at the first parent/teacher conference and updated quarterly. This is an option for any K-6 student on any CUSD campus.
We also offer the self-contained gifted program at Payne, Santan, and Willis Junior High Schools for 7th & 8th grade.  The four core content area classes: English, Math, Science and Social Studies are self-contained and taught by gifted endorsed teachers.  Students still rotate classes and participate in electives.  The curriculum and instruction in the four core content area classes is designed to meet their gifted needs.
In high school there are many options for gifted students across the school district including: AP classes, the IB program at Chandler High, the STEM diploma at Perry High, the Cyber Security program at Basha High, to name a few.  By high school many students have identified areas of strength and interest for curriculum options and extracurricular options.  So, I highly recommend learning about the course options and extracurricular opportunities available at each high school site.

Slide 11 – This graphic generalizes the progression of knowledge across the gifted opportunities in CUSD.  Consultative services lives mainly in the Traditional Instructional model/Classic Instructional models, since the teacher is developing an individualized learning plan to differentiate the current curriculum taught in the classroom.  The gifted program on satellite campuses lives mainly in the Classic Instructional Model and Project-Based Instructional Model.  The teacher differentiates the curriculum, but still relies mainly on the district adopted text books.  These classrooms have a lot of interdisciplinary projects helping the students to see the connections across the content areas and allow them to use their creativity.  Students in these classrooms typically participate in one problem-based learning project a quarter or semester.  These projects use large over-arching themes or problems that allow students to research and investigate possible solutions.  At our gifted academies, Knox and Weinberg, we live mainly in problem-based instructional model and real world application.  Since the teachers work as teaching teams at each grade level, the teachers design their own curriculum which focuses on problem-based learning to incorporate all of the disciplines.  I will go over an example in detail later in the presentation.

Slide 12 – Here is a more detailed look at consultative gifted services.  Again these services are available to any student who has qualified for gifted services, and is enrolled in CUSD at any one of our elementary schools.   Parents must contact me to have these set up for their student.  I contact the classroom teacher and ask him/her to writes an individualized learning plan that outlines the ways in which they plan to add in opportunities for collaboration, problem-solving, higher-level thinking or project-based learning, throughout the school day.  This is NOT a separate curriculum like the self-contained gifted program.  It is simply a differentiation of the current curriculum being taught in the classroom.  

Slide 13 – Here are the options that we are planning for, for next school year. The location and number of classrooms at our satellite campuses will always be determined by enrollment, capacity and space available at the school site. 
The rest of the presentation will focus on describing the self-contained gifted program options.

Slide 14 – These are the 5 guiding principles of the gifted program that we follow with the curriculum and instruction delivered in the self-contained gifted classrooms.  
First, we do work a grade level above in reading, writing and math in order to ensure that students stay challenged and so that our teachers are able to differentiate the curriculum as needed.  Our goal with the content is always to incorporate depth and complexity into the standards.  How can we help students dive deeper into the curriculum and make the concepts more complex, in order to be able to apply knowledge in multiple ways.
Second, we use universal themes the create interdisciplinary units of study.  At Knox and Weinberg this is how teachers design their curriculum.  Figuring out how reading, writing, math, science and social studies are related and teaching these subjects concurrently through problem-based learning.  At Ryan and Jacobson and in our Junior High Gifted classrooms, you typically see these interrelationships in hands-on projects throughout the curriculum.  Gifted students tend to see the patterns and relationships between the content areas easily.  We keep this in mind as we design curriculum to ensure that students have opportunities to find and analyze these relationships.  This also broadens the standards so that students have more opportunities for focusing on areas of interested within the content areas.
Third, we focus on inquiry skills.  Teachers use questioning strategies to help students analyze their thinking, and build on their current understanding of the content.  We also teach students to ask questions.  To wonder, imagine and hypothesize.  Inquiry is at the heart of problem-based learning and inductive reasoning.  Allowing students the opportunity to observe first, generate ideas, find patterns, and make generalizations prior to direct instruction. This helps them build a solid foundation of the content.
Fourth, we weave critical thinking, problem-solving and creativity throughout the school day.  Again, problem-based learning requires these skills.  We use a lot of open-ended problems with students in order to spur creative thinking, and we encourage students to think of their own potential problems.  Teachers ask students to attempt error analysis and generate multiple solutions.  These higher-level thinking skills require students to apply their knowledge in multiple ways.
Last, we make communications skills a top priority in the gifted program.  Many students struggle with explaining their ideas whether it is orally or in writing.  Sometimes it is hard for gifted students to understand that their idea or their first idea is not always the best.  It can be difficult for them to see a problem from multiple perspectives.  Teachers specifically teach students the skills and strategies to effectively communicate their ideas with peers and teachers.

Slide 15 – Based on the guiding principles I just described, here are the different accommodations we make in the self-contained gifted program for curriculum and instruction.  I have already talked to many of these.  
Again, we offer acceleration in order to keep students challenged.  Research shows that a typical person needs to practice something 7 – 8 times in order to master it. A gifted child tends to need to practice something 2 - 3 times for mastery.  This allows us to be able to move at a faster pace in the classroom.  
Teachers do have access to a variety of instructional resources which are designed to challenge students and help us to broaden and deepen the curriculum.  By going more in depth students have the opportunity to pursue individual interests.  For example, if we are studying natural hazards, and a student has an intense interest in tornadoes, then the curriculum and learning environment might offer some additional opportunities for independent or collaborative research, or a variety of product options to show thinking, or a project that allows students to show how tornadoes effect multiple groups of people in different ways (meteorologists, economists, leaders in government, environmental scientists, etc.).

Slide 16 – In the gifted satellite program students are enrolled in self-contained gifted classrooms where all the other students have also qualified for gifted services.  The gifted teachers still work with their on-grade-level teams to ensure that the students are building community with their grade level peers.  Teachers make sure that if they are all working on a grade-level-wide project that their class participates as well.  They also attend specials, fieldtrips, recess and lunch with their grade level.  We work a grade level above in reading, writing and math and the teachers use the district adopted textbooks, while building in inquiry based projects to extend the curriculum.  These teachers also have their gifted endorsement or are working on it.

Slide 17 – Knox and Weinberg differ from the satellite classrooms mainly in the environment that they provide and the curriculum.  Knox and Weinberg offer an entire campus of students who have qualified for gifted services.  Therefore extracurricular activities and family involvement all center around the needs of gifted students.  There is also more student collaboration at these sites since the entire grade level is working together.  The curriculum is designed by the teachers.  They design a problem-based curriculum that integrates all the content areas into real-world application.  The teachers team-teach meaning that the plan together and work with all the students on the grade level.  This allows for teachers to capitalize on their strengths.  This allows students opportunities to work with a variety of teachers and thus finding a teacher, or teachers, they work best with.  Knox and Weinberg both have the typical specials area classes: technology, PE, and music.  They also have all the staples that CUSD offers: school lunch, after school clubs, CUSD clubs, Kids Express, special education services, a counselor and psychologist on site.  You will see technology, engineering, and coding tied into the learning in any given subject area.

Slide 18 – So what is different about Knox and Weinberg?  Knox is built in pods of 6 classrooms.  All of these classrooms have moveable walls.  The majority of classrooms keep these walls open and work as a grade-level community all day, every day.  Knox starts later, at 9:10am and ends later, at 3:40pm.  We do offer transportation if you live in Chandler Unified School District and your home school is located west of Gilbert Road, with the exception of Santan and Hull.  Knox has two additional special area classes: performing arts and Stem Lab.  They focus on design thinking and do a lot of building at Knox Gifted Academy.  They have access to the district adopted resources including Junior Great Books which is a shared inquiry reading series which focuses on book discussion and higher-level thinking and Engineering is Elementary which includes multiple engineering projects based on science concepts.

Slide 19 – Unlike Knox, Weinberg does not have moveable walls.  Instead we have created three shared collaborative spaces across campus.  Each one is outfitted with tools, technology, furniture and resources for teachers to bring their classrooms to these spaces to work on collaborative projects.  These could be grade-level projects or cross-grade level collaboration.  Weinberg starts at 8:45am and ends at 3:15pm.  We do offer transportation if you live in Chandler Unified School District and your home school is located East of Gilbert Road, with the exception of Santan and Hull.  We do bus from Santan and Hull to Weinberg for the gifted program.  Weinberg has two additional special area class: visual arts and financial literacy and entrepreneurship.  They also chose to combine music with performing arts for one special, instead of two like Knox.  They focus on problem-based learning through technology and robotics at Weinberg Gifted Academy.  For example we have Ozobots, Raspberry Pi, and Arduino robotics for students to use as a continuum of robotics and coding from Kindergarten through 6th grade.  They have access to the district adopted resources including Junior Great Books, Engineering is Elementary and a math resource called Eureka Math.  Eureka math focuses on the conceptual, visual and hands-on learning of mathematics.  

Slide 20 – Sometimes it is hard to visualize what these interdisciplinary, problem-based units might look like.  Here is an example from Kindergarten which covers math and ELA standards and incorporates engineering and coding.  This unit is about fairytales.

Slide 21 – In kindergarten they read a variety of fairytales.  They compare and contrast  the characters, the settings and the problems in the stories.  Here you see they were also given some materials to choose from in order to build a new chair for baby beak.  They learn and practice writing and reading skills while integrating engineering and higher-level thinking.

Slide 22 – Here you will see how they incorporated fairytales into math and on the right how they incorporated coding with fairytales.  They moved step by step through the code to identify which path was incorrect, using error analysis.  

Slide 23 – Here is another engineering project they incorporated into the unit. After reading multiple versions of the story Cinderella they analyzed different shoes and then designed a new shoe for Cinderella.  

Slide 24 – Here is one more example, this one is from 5th grade.  This unit covered math, ELA, Social Science and Science.  

Slide 25 – In this unit students had to construct a hole for a miniature golf course.  Students worked in small groups to design blueprints.  Throughout the project teachers taught mini-lessons about area, perimeter, Pythagorean theorem, and exponents.  This also allows for teachers to pull small groups for students who were ready for some acceleration to teach about surface area and angles.  Or teachers pull small groups for students who may be struggling with the grade level topics.  They even take the students to a miniature golf course on a fieldtrip to carryout additional investigations with ramps, windmills and other features they may not have considered.

Slide 26 – The students have to incorporate their social science content into the golf hole that describes something that they have been learning about in more details.  This allows students to incorporate interests into the project, and dive deeper.  Teachers also teach lessons about perspective taking, explanatory writing and paragraph construction.

Slide 27 – I’d now like to take some time to answer some frequently asked questions.  
The gifted program satellite sites are currently Jacobson and Ryan Elementary Schools and Payne, Santan and Willis Junior High Schools.  Depending on the number of students attending the program and the space available at the campus, the location of the satellite gifted programs can change.  Parents would be notified well in advance if the program will be changed to a different school.
In the gifted program we try to stick with the district average for teacher to student ratio of approximately 1:23.  Sometimes are primary grades are a little lower and our intermediate grades are a little higher.  At our satellite sites where they are also a home school for students we may see an even greater fluctuation, in order to meet the needs of all students.
We do offer transportation for in-district families dependent on the site enrolled and the student’s home school.  Please contact me, or the front office of the school site you are enrolled at, to ask about the specific options for your family.  We do not offer transportation for students who live outside the CUSD attendance boundary.
The gifted program is not a homework heavy program.  We do not believe in unnecessary repetition.  We again follow the district guidelines of approximately 10 minutes per grade level.  For example a fourth grader should expect between 40-50 minutes of homework a night.  Since we work on a lot of projects then often homework is flexible and could be done during weeknights or during the weekend if a family chooses to do so.  Projects are assigned in advance with a lot of communication home.
In order for siblings to enroll in the gifted program they also need to have qualifying cognitive abilities test scores.  At the satellite campuses you can apply through open enrollment for siblings to attend and they will be given a higher priority.

Slide 28 – So, what now!?  If you would like to apply for the gifted program you will need to submit an open enrollment application.  On the CUSD home page you will find the word "Enroll” in the top right-hand corner.  This button will take you to the Enrollment home page.  Then follow the links for open enrollment.  The open enrollment website will explain how open enrollment applications are reviewed and processed.  It will explain priority groups and documents needed for attachment.  You are welcome to submit an open enrollment application at any time.  HOWEVER, if you wish to apply for next school year you cannot begin applying until November.  All open enrollment applications are processed based on date/time stamp and priority group.  If your child is currently enrolled in Chandler Unified School District and tested for the gifted program in CUSD then there isn’t anything you need to attach to your application.  If you have gifted scores to attach from an outside evaluation or from a previous school district you can attach them to your open enrollment application.  We will keep the application for 5 days without gifted test scores.  We will keep the application for 5 days without the requested documents.  Classrooms do fill up, so we recommend you apply as soon as you can.  It is possible that we will reach capacity at a grade level at any given school site.

Slide 29 – Questions?  If you have any questions feel free to contact me.  I look forward to hearing from you!  Thank you for viewing this presentation!







