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Opening of new play structure
Dear James John Families,

 
Here is our latest newsletter. By far the biggest news of this month was the opening of our new play structure last week. It was an amazing event with all James John students and staff gathering for a ribbon cutting ceremony to mark this special occasion. There are so many people to thank in this effort. The banner (“This Playground Didn’t Build Itself”) in the picture above shows all those who contributed to making the play structure possible.
Please read this newsletter for information on upcoming events such as 2019-2020 school year Kindergarten Open Houses, Spelling Bee and Battle of the Books!

Sincerely,

Dr. John Melvin

Reminder -2019-2020 Kindergarten Information/Orientation

The time has come for parents to begin the registration process for Kindergarten students beginning in the 2019-2020 school year. James John will be holding two informational sessions for prospective Kindergarten families; one on Tuesday, February 5 from 6-7pm and a second on Wednesday, February 6 from 8-9am. At these sessions we will share information about the enrollment process, information about both the English and Spanish/English Dual Language Immersion Programs and general information about Kindergarten at James John. We will also hold a school tour on Wednesday, January 30th at 8am. Please share this information with any families who will have children entering Kindergarten in the 2019-2020 school year. For more information on the PPS enrollment process, please visit: https://www.pps.net/Page/2343
District Spelling Contest, Saturday, April 13th 2019

James John is excited to be participating in the district Spelling contest.  Students in grade 1-5 will participate first in the classroom and with winners advancing to the school level.  All levels of the Spelling Contest will be written - classroom, school and district.  James John will be recognizing our top speller of both English and Spanish words, although the district contest will be English only.  It is not necessary that students practice and study ahead of time, but if you are wanting some practice with your child, here are some practice resources:

Spanish:

http://nationalspanishspellingbee.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/NSSB-2012-Booklet.pdf
English:

https://www.spelling-words-well.com/spelling-bee-word-list.html
Feb 11th - 15th - Classroom Spelling Contests

March 1st - James John School Contest

April 13th - District Spelling Contest
Welcome to the Battle of the Books!

We have 69 students in grades 2-5 who have been reading all fall in preparation for the James John Battle of the Books competition - OBOB for short.  Students have formed teams and read from a list of either 8 or 16 books. Starting this week, teams will work together to answer questions in the competition.

· Jan. 18th and 25th 8 book team competitions

· Jan. 30th, our top four 8 book teams  will compete in the James John Finals 
· Feb 1st, 6th and 8th – 16 book competitions
· Feb 13th, our top four 16 book teams will compete in the 16 book Finals

· March 9th - our top 16 book team will compete against teams from 21 other schools 

8 Book Teams:
The Bookworms

Fox Readers

JJR (James John Readers)

Leones de Lectura

Room 1 Rock Stars

Room 3 Smilers

Rose City Fuzzle Readers

Wild Peace Readers

WMJ Guide to Magical Reading

16 Book Teams:
Book Scavengers

Crazy Book Magicians

Lion Pride Readers

L'il Big Boys

Nameless. . . .

Rose City Readers

Seahawk Readers

Wild Readers

Families are invited to see students participate.

Information about OBOB and the schedule can be found at:

www.jamesjohnlibrary.blogspot.com/obob
Good Luck and Happy Reading!

Calendar of Events

January 2019
23rd – 2nd grade 8 book challenge

     12:30 – 2:00 in the library

23rd – Site Council

     6:00 – 7:30

25th – 3rd, 4th & 5th grades 8 book challenge

     12:30 – 2:00 in the library

30th - Incoming Kinder Tour

     8:30 – 9:30

30th – 8 book finals

     12:30 – 2:00 in the library

February 2019 

1st – Spirit Day

     Crazy Socks Day

1st - Hora de Café / Coffee Time

     8:15 – 10:00 in Rm. 35

1st – 16 book prelims

     12:30 – 2:00 in the library
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