
The Lion’s Pride


[image: image5.jpg]


    The Lion’s Pride [image: image2.png]



                                                       May 20, 2019

[image: image3]          
STEM education in action at James John: Chick incubator in Mr. Sammons Kindergarten Classroom
         Dear James John Families,

 
Well, it is now the middle of May and we are truly winding down the 2018-19 school year.  Congratulations to our students in grades 3-5 who just recently completed the annual Smarter Balanced Assessment for this school year. I know these assessments in Language Arts and Math challenge our students and we are all proud of their efforts to do their best.
Last week was an exciting week at James John as all of our classes completed the annual “Fun Run” where they ran a mile or more and raised money for the school. Appreciation goes out to Ms. Schwartzkoph for organizing this annual event. As of now the event has raised $3,400 which will be used for new playground surface and lines, new backboards for our basketball hoops (especially the 3-5 playground) and new soccer goals with nets. 
Looking ahead, I hope that you will come out for our “STEAM” (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Math) event on Wednesday, May 22 @ 6pm. This night will feature a range of presentations ranging from bicycle engineering, to conceptual Math to robotics with cars. It should be an exciting night featuring learning happening in James John and resources from our surrounding community.

We continue our theme of “Cooperation” this month and continue to invite you to highlight this idea. Talk to you soon!
Sincerely,
Dr. John Melvin

African-American Families Listening Session #2- Tuesday, May 28 @ 6pm
At the end of February, we held a listening session for our African-American families to learn more about their experience at James John. During that event about 15 families attended and shared their perspectives on a wide range of topics. On Tuesday, May 28 we will be holding a follow up listening session to complete the full feedback process.  In this process, James John is partnering with our SUN School partner agency, Self Enhancement Inc. (SEI) to facilitate these listening sessions. SEI has organized listening sessions at neighboring PPS schools that have been very successful at hearing from families and building school involvement going forward. All families (and staff) who identify as African-American are invited to this event. Dinner and childcare will be provided. A flyer and invitation will be delivered to students later this week. We ask students and families to return the RSVP form to their teacher or the school office. Let me know if you have any questions or would like to support this event.

Successful Schools Community Survey

As many of you remember, James John students, parents and staff took the “Successful Schools Survey” earlier this year. Thank you to those parents who completed the survey. We have recently received the results of this survey and this coming Friday, May 24, the results will be released to the public through the Portland Public Schools website. The surveys for our 5th grade students, staff and parents covered a wide range of topics such as academic engagement, relationships with teachers and administration, overall school climate and parent support and involvement. There will be many opportunities for parents to review and discuss the results of these surveys (beginning at next Tuesday’s PTA meeting). We want to celebrate our successes and also address areas where the school needs to improve and these survey results give us good data.
St. John’s Village – upcoming meetings and information
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Thank you to those parents who attended the monthly meeting of the St. John’s Neighborhood Association at James John school on Monday, May 13. A big topic of the meeting was “St. John’s Village” a housing project proposed by the City of Portland Multnomah County Joint Office for Homeless Services. The project is described as the following: “the proposed village development is to help neighbors experiencing homelessness gain stability, community and shelter, and a chance to move forward to permanent housing.”  It is possible our school will host a meeting for parents to ask questions and learn more about the project at a later date. For more information about the project: http://ahomeforeveryone.net/news/stjohnsvillage
Schoolwide Crazy Hair Reading Contest! April 29th – May 24th

Read a book, fill out a form and take it to the library to vote.  You get to choose which staff member dyes their hair and what color you want it to be! Ms. Angela, Ms. Cornelius, Dr. Melvin, Ms. Monae, Ms. Rolfe and Maestro Zac are all participating!  Email Robin Rolfe for details. rrolfe@pps.net.

End of Year Events- 5th Grade and Kindergarten Promotions – Last day of School- Wednesday, June 12
Attention 5th grade and Kindergarten parents: we will be holding promotion celebrations for our 5th grade and Kindergarten students on the last day of school, Wednesday, June 12. Teachers will be distributing more specific information about these events. The 5th grade promotion will be held in the school auditorium at approximately 1pm on June 12 and will be followed by a celebration in the school cafeteria. The Kindergarten celebrations will be held in each classroom and the timing will vary by classroom.
End of Year Carnival  - Friday, June 7th 4-7pm – School Playground

Please join us for James John’s last fundraiser of the year, hosted by Padre Latinos de James John.  All proceeds go to our school! There will be a bounce house, games, activities, food, snow cones and more. Entry to the carnival will be free and concessions are available for purchase.
PTA NEWS
Your PTA is holding our final meeting of the year on Tuesday, May 21st at 6:30pm in the auditorium. As it is our final meeting for the school year we will be electing a new Co-President, Vice President and Secretary. We will also hear about the Prom and Auction, learn about STEAM Night and Dr. Melvin will join us to talk about next year’s staffing, budget and the results from the school district’s recent survey of students, staff and parents. It’s going to be a very informative meeting! We will kick the evening off with pizza in the cafeteria at 6pm, followed by the meeting at 6:30. Child care will be provided.
We will be holding STEAM Night at the school on Wednesday, May 22nd from 6 to 7:30pm. This exciting event will showcase a wide range of Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Math stations that will give you a closer look at the wild world of STEAM! There will be interesting people located throughout the school sharing their STEAM work and interests with you. Come ready to have fun, ask questions, and learn! All students and parents are welcome!

The Book Fair is coming! If you love to read, the Book Fair will be the place to load up on wonderful reads for the summer break. The fair runs June 4th through the 6th from 7:45 to 8:15am and again from 1:45 to 3:30pm. On Wednesday the 5th the fair will run until 6:30pm and between 4:30 and 6:30 you can make a book to keep! If you are interested in volunteering at the fair, look for an email soon from Christine.

Another very awesome book event is our annual Big Bad Book Giveaway, where every James John student will have the chance to pick out 6 to 10 books to call their own. The Big Bad Book Giveaway will happen on June 10th for K-2 students and June 11th for 3-5 graders. All of the books are free compliments of the Children’s Book Bank.

Calendar of Events
22nd – Safety Patrol field trip

     9:15 – 1:30 Oaks Amusement Park

22nd – S.T.E.A.M. Night

     6:00 – 7:30

27th – Memorial Day

     no school

28th – Colón field trip

     Oregon Historical Society

     11:30 – 1:30

29th – Horrigan field trip

     Oregon Historical Society

     11:30 – 1:30

29th – Kindergarten field trip - Zoo

     9:00 – 1:30

29th – Site Council

     6:00 – 7:30

30th – Holgate field trip

     Oregon Historical Society

     11:30 – 1:30

30th – SUN School ends

30th – SUN School Showcase

     5:30 – 7:00

31st – Spirit Day

     Rainbow Day

June 2019

4th – 6th  – Children’s Place Book Fair

5th - Walk to School Day

     7:45 @ St. Johns Community Center

5th – Field Day

     2nd & 3rd  - 9:00 – 10:15

     Kdg. & 1st – 12:45 – 2:00

6th – Field Day

     4th & 5th  - 9:00 – 10:15

7th – James John Carnival

     4:00 – 7:00

12th – last day of school for students
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