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SPECIAL EDUCATION LOCAL PLAN AREA (SELPA)
COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE


BUSINESS MEETING

Wednesday, September 17, 2025
10:00 AM to 11:30 AM
Willow Adult Education Center (North Conference Room)
14101 E. Nelson Avenue, La Puente, CA 91746

MEETING MINUTES

I. CALL MEETING TO ORDER (Welcome and Introductions) 	  

The HLPUSD SELPA Community Advisory Committee (CAC) meeting was called to order at 10:02 a.m. on Wednesday, September 17, 2025.
       	         	                 
II. ROLL CALL (Establishment of Quorum)	

A quorum was not established at 10:02 am. The CAC cannot conduct official business or voting. However, we can still go through informational items on the agenda.
		         		                 
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

The agenda was presented. A motion was made by Alan Morton to approve the agenda as presented. Maria Luna seconded the motion.

Motion made by: Alan Morton
Seconded by: Maria Luna.								    

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT	
						                             
a. A CAC member encouraged greater parent participation and suggested using ParentSquare to increase community involvement. He emphasized the importance of focusing on solutions rather than just problems and expressed interest in having the CAC contribute to the development of Local Plan policies and procedures.
b. A second parent advocated for more parent-led CAC meetings to build trust and confidence among families. Concerns were raised about delays in the IEP process, with a call for faster turnaround times for assessments and meetings. The parent also emphasized that CAC leadership should remain with its members rather than district staff.
c. Another parent shared observations from recent CAC meetings, noting limited community involvement. She encouraged a shift from criticism to solution-oriented dialogue and expressed appreciation for current district staff who demonstrate commitment to student programs. She also highlighted the importance of proactive resource-seeking by families. 
d. A fourth parent supported the idea of parent involvement in leading meetings but stressed the need for collaboration between parents and district staff. She noted that many parents may not be familiar with all relevant standards and regulations. 
e. A fifth parent expressed hope that future district leadership would have experience with students with disabilities and prioritize inclusion. She shared challenges with the hybrid meeting format, particularly audio issues, and advocated for increased investment in technology to support meeting participation at sites and the CAC.

* Quorum was established at 10:10 am.

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES						                              

The April 18, 2025, CAC Meeting Minutes were made available prior to the meeting as well as at this meeting. An error was found on page 3 

VI. REPORTS

a. Agency Updates 
i. Regional Center (SGPRC)
Shared upcoming educational opportunities for families:
1. September 22 – IEPs: Related Services (Online)
2. October 27 – IEPs: Assistive Technology
3. November 17 – School Discipline
4. Every Tuesday in September – American Sign Language Classes for Beginners (10:30 AM–12:00 PM)
ii. Parent’s Place Family Resource Center (FRC)
Provided an overview of services and distributed a calendar of events. Upcoming trainings and events include:
1. September 19 – Advocacy Tips & OCRA Overview (includes dinner and soda)
2. September 24 – Play to Learn
3. September 25 – CAPTAIN EBPs Conference
4. September 26 – Young Adult Social Group
A parent requested that these resources be posted on the district website. The district confirmed updates would be made by the end of the week.

b. CAC Updates
i. Meeting Dates:
1. October 15, 2025
2. November 19, 2025
3. January 21, 2026
4. February 18, 2026
5. March 18, 2026
The May meeting may be rescheduled due to a conflict; updates will be provided closer to the date.
ii. Feedback Cards are now available at all CAC meetings for site-specific comments, questions, or concerns.
iii. The CAC emphasized its role in:
1. Sharing information about special education laws, programs, and processes
2. Providing training opportunities for families
3. Facilitating collaboration with agencies like Parent’s Place and Regional Center
4. Parents were encouraged to stay after the meeting to speak directly with the special education team.

c. Guest Speaker
i. McPherson & Jacobson facilitated a discussion related to the superintendent search at 11:30 AM.

d. District/ SELPA Updates
i. The Interim Special Education Director, Deidre Hurst, welcomed attendees, shared her background, and highlighted the benefits of CAC participation, including:
1. Access to shared resources
2. Updates from state-level meetings
3. Opportunities for collaboration and feedback
ii. Professional development sessions for families will begin after the next CAC meeting to avoid overlap with the superintendent search process.
iii. In celebration of the 50th Anniversary of IDEA, CAC members were invited to create posters to send to the state. 
iv. Members were also encouraged to speak with site administrators and complete feedback cards.

VII. DISCUSSION ITEMS

a. CAC Norms: Adriana Villareal-Sanchez gave a brief overview of CAC norms.
b. CAC Officers Meetings: the CAC spent 4 minutes reviewing the duties associated with each CAC Officer as outlined in the Bylaws. The CAC began accepting nominations for the position of Chairperson, Vice Chairperson and Secretary. Members submitted their votes via ballots and through Microsoft Teams chat. Alan Morton collected the ballots from CAC members.
c. CAC Parent Training: Adriana Villarreal-Sanchez facilitated a discussion to gather input on professional development (PD) topics of interest to CAC members. One parent requested a PD session focused on simplifying and clarifying the Parent’s Rights document to make it more accessible to all families. Another parent expressed interest in a PD on the transition process from the Regional Center to the school district, including available resources and procedural steps. To inspire ideas, Villarreal-Sanchez referenced previously offered PD topics such as Behavior Strategies and Communication-Based Behavior Strategies.

VIII. Adjournment 	 
a. Motioned: Adriana Villareal-Sanchez 
b. Seconded: Alan Morton
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