Whitney Elementary PTA Meeting Minutes
Date: October 9, 2025 Location: Whitney Elementary School Attendance: 17 Call to Order / Pledge of Allegiance: 6:02 PM
1. Secretary’s Report – Kris Nadjem
· Recap of September 4, 2025 meeting (23 members attended)
· Key approvals:
· 2025–26 budget
· Audit
· Updates to ethics policies and board roles
· Committee highlights:
· Upcoming events: Fall Festival, Book Fair, Carnival
· Fundraising efforts and membership growth
· Principal’s updates:
· Thriving school garden
· Recent Pep Rally
· New business: Proposed by law changes
· Motion to approve September minutes:
· Motion: Jackie S.
· Second: Desiree C.
2. Crumble Cookie Fundraising Presentation – Brian
· No minimum sales required; unsold items not charged
· Pre-orders preferred; no upfront payment needed
· Popular options:
· 1-pack: $4 cost/$6 sale
· 4-pack: $15 cost / $20 sale
· 6-pack: $21 cost / $30 sale
· Gift cards also available
· Weekly rotating menu allows for themed sales
· Most popular flavor: Pink Sugar
· Turnaround time is quick; flavors can be selected six weeks in advance
3. Treasurer’s Report – Molly Sunkle
· Budget was distributed and no questions. 
4. Principal’s Report – Mrs. Hawk
· Whitney Elementary received a 5-star rating – congratulations to staff, students, and families! 
· Pumpkin Contest:
· Led by Mrs. Ambroziak
· Pumpkins from school garden
· Extra pumpkins used for PRIDE ticket giveaways
· Check the front of the school by the gym
· Model Mustang Recognition:
· September recipients and PRIDE ticket winners announced
· October theme: Resilience and Determination
· PBIS Update:
· Circle prompts provided to teachers to reinforce PRIDE qualities
· Peer Mediation:
· Karrie Jancar mentoring 5th graders to become Peer Mediators
5. President’s Report – Bethany Bixler
· Thank you for Fall Fest, Book Fair, Mums, and Homecoming Parade
· THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
· Strongsville Education Foundation:
· Music-themed basket donation
· QR code sign-up available
· School Board Liaison:
· Michelle Bissel adopted Whitney Elementary
· Assisted with Fall Fest and Book Fair
· Standing Rules & Bylaws Vote:
· Motion: Desiree C.
· Second: Laura V.
· No opposition – motion passed
· Vote for new President
· Carol Boyd
· No additional names
· All in favor no opposition
6. Vice President – Carol Boyd
· Welcome to the Board!
· Background:
· New to Whitney Elementary
· Former teacher, now stay-at-home mom
· Has a kindergartener, Illah
· Values collaboration between parents and teachers
7. Teacher Representatives – Mrs. Barrett & Mrs. Bova
· Tie-Dye event was a hit – well organized and fun
· Shoutout to Molly for her support! Thank you!
· Thank you to Michelle and volunteers for Fall Fest
· Thank you to Michelle for organizing Akron Zoo assembly, the kids LOVED it!
· Thank you to Molly and Carol for Conference Dinner! 


8. Council Delegates – Jackie Steffy & Michele Molls
· Alternate: Michelle attending meetings
· Founders Nominations discussion beginning; meetings to ramp up next month
· Council Presentation:
· High school initiative to increase class flexibility and student choice
· Council Grant applications due by November
· District-wide calendar in development to avoid event conflicts
9. Standing Committee Reports
Fundraising – Amanda D., Michele, Molly
· Mums’ fundraiser completed (only short one 3-pack)
· Winter flowers booked for next year
· Butter Braid fundraiser underway (40 students participating thus far)
· Homeroom teacher must be indicated in registration
· Shortened pickup time; alternate pickup at Donnellan’s after, if needed
· Spirit Wear: No updates
· Kalahari Trip:
· 23 rooms booked for a kick back of $230 to us
· Exploring Great Wolf Lodge as future option
Fall Festival – Michele Molls, Amanda Williams, Debbie Tomoff
· Great turnout
· Successful bake sale
· Considering Saturday scheduling due to fast pace, for more time next year.
Book Fair – Barb Major & Andrea Meeks
· Volunteer recruitment was challenging
· Suggest giving parents advance notice to take time off
· Kids loved the event
· Thank you to Barb and Andrea
· Closing issues due to accounts still under Dannielle’s name, Bethany working on.
· Spring Book Fair:
· Unique to Whitney; earns double dollars
· Optional continuation – committee to decide
· Suggest aligning with other events and streamlining schedule for better volunteer efficiency. (i.e. more classes in shorter period of time etc)
· Estimated earnings: $1600
· After much discussion, we voted to send the remaining profit after library donation for wobble bands.
· Motion Approved by Amanda D. and seconded by Desiree C. 
5th Grade Recognition: 
· No new updates
Hospitality (Conferences):
·  BBQ planned for Oct 22; Carol decorated beautifully for conferences; February menu: baked potato, salad bar, soup
Membership:
· 216 members; need 14 more by Oct 15 for popsicle and extra recess reward
Birthday Book Club: 
· November launch; Facebook page and giveback link in progress
Grants: 
· We will submit Council Grant for wobble bands
· Will know about National mid November
· Most of the grant request coming in are for these wobble bands or stools.
Carnival: 
· Date pending; Mrs. Hawk to follow up about Middle School usage.
School Assemblies:
· Akron Zoo assembly held today—kids loved it
Family Breakfast with a Buddy:
·  Awaiting date confirmation for gym usage.
Read-a-thon: 
· Exploring options including 99 Pledges (no fee)
Holiday Shop: 
· Bethany has planning underway
Homecoming Parade: 
· Completed, we had the best float! And Shark representative. 
· Thank you to the committee!
Room Parent Coordination: 
· All contacted; email to teachers should be going out.
Restaurant Nights:
·  Applebee’s on Oct 23; BW3 in November; breakfast event TBD, mix of what day, Sat vs Sun.
Yearbook/Historian: 
· Lifetouch Shutterfly fundraiser live (15%); dashboard issues noted for some but not others.
Staff Appreciation (May):
·  Planning in progress
Kindergarten Orientation: 
· No updates
PBIS Support: 
· Tie-Dye event was a hit; 
· PTA parent one is on Oct 23; shirt orders may reopen
Newsletter: 
· Sent to Whitney email but did not receive; resend scheduled; account issues noted
Mother/Son & Daddy/Daughter Events:
·  Planning underway
Family Science Night (Grades 3–5):
·  Awaiting grant approval; planned for March
Family Fun Nights: 
· Game night and bingo night planned for November and February; bake sale included
11. Unfinished Business
· Standing Rules/Bylaws – Motion: Amanda & Desiree (see above
· Vice President Vote (see above)
· Shelter project –
· Shelter should be finished in next couple weeks
· Working on picnic tables
· Dedication will be early November
· Des will send to Kris link for what MS used for picnic table and her sign link.
12. New Business
· SEF Event – Nov 22: Whitney Music Basket
· Casino Night:
· SEF handles all grants
· Whitney sponsored two tickets – plan to raffle
· VIP ticket includes upgraded bar ($100)
· Ohio State vs UCLA game promo – purchase by Nov 1 for drawing entry
· Digital Sign discussion researching for outside
13. Announcements
· Volunteer Hours – Google Form and paper form available
· Next Meeting – November 6
· Greet or Treat – October 30 at Pat Catan Stadium
· Cookies with the Candidates – October 20 at 7 PM
· Flyers coming; RSVP via QR code on Facebook or flyer
· Neurodiversity Inclusion Efforts – Oct 9 at 9:30 AM, Strongsville Library
14. Adjournment
· Time: 7:45 PM

