		   	
School Year 2025-2026
Public Media Release for Universal Meals 

Lakeside Union School District announces its policy to serve nutritious meals every school day under the National School Lunch Program, School Breakfast Program, and/or Afterschool Snack Program. Breakfasts and lunches will be served free of charge every school day, but Lakeside Union School District is still required to make eligibility determinations for free and reduced-price meals. Effective July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2026, children are considered eligible for free or reduced-price meals if the household income is less than or equal to the federal guidelines. 
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Households do not need to turn in an application when the household receives a notification letter saying that all children automatically qualify for free meals when any household member receives benefits from CalFresh, CalWORKs, or FDPIR. Children who meet the definition of foster, homeless, migrant, or runaway, and children enrolled in their school’s Head Start program are eligible for free meals. Contact school officials if any child in the household is not on the notification letter. The household must let school officials know if they do not want to be considered eligible for free or reduced-price meals. 

Applications will be sent to the household with a letter about the school meal program. While breakfasts and lunches will be provided free of charge every school day, determining eligibility for free and reduced-price meals is still necessary and these determinations can be used to qualify households for other benefits. Households interesting in establishing eligibility for meal benefits, must fill out one application for all children in the household and give it to the nutrition office at 14535 Old River Rd Bakersfield, CA 93311. For a simple and secure method to apply, use our online application at lakesideusd.org. Contact Lindsey Adamson at 661-836-6658 for help filling out the application. The school will provide notification regarding the outcome of your applications.  

Households may turn in an application at any time during the school year. If you are not eligible now, but your household income goes down, household size goes up, or a household member starts receiving CalFresh, CalWORKs, or FDPIR, you may turn in an application at that time. Information given on the application will be used to determine eligibility and may be verified at any time during the school year by school officials. The last four digits of the Social Security number from any adult household or checking that you do not have a Social Security number is required if you include income on the application. 

Households that receive Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) benefits, may be considered eligible for free or reduced-price meals by filling out an application.

Foster children are considered eligible for free meals and may be included as a household member if the foster family chooses to also apply for the non-foster children on the same application. Including foster children as a household member may help the non-foster children qualify for free or reduced-price meals. If the non-foster children are not eligible, this does not keep foster children from being considered eligible for free meals. 

Your child’s eligibility status from last school year will continue into the new school year for up to 30 school days or until the school processes your new application, or your child is otherwise certified for free or reduced-price meals. School officials do not have to send reminder or expired eligibility notices.

If you do not agree with the decision or results of verification, you may discuss it with school officials. You also have the right to a fair hearing, which may be requested by calling or writing the hearing official, Lindsey Adamson: 14535 Old River Rd. Bakersfield CA 93311, 661-836-6658.

[bookmark: _GoBack]This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
image1.png
For each addtional family
member,

ousenold Size

" add:

Annual

520345

27495

534645

41795

$48945

$56,095

563245

570395

$7.150

Free Eligibility Scale

Meals, Snacks, and Milk

Monthy

1,69

5220

2888

$3483

54,079

54675

5211

$5:867

$5%

s848

$1,148

$1444

s1742

52,040

$23%8

52636

52984

5208

ice Per
Month

Every Two
Week:

s783

$1,058

51333

s1.608

51883

52158

52438

s2708

s2r5

Weekly

$392

$529

seo7

$804

s942

$1079

$1217

$1354

$138




