Scope and Sequence
Kilgore Middle School Beginner Orchestras

Unit 1 - Instrument safety and use
Time (approx.) - Throughout course 

Purpose/ Rationale 
Understanding how to care for an instrument is an important part of learning how to play.  The maintenance and safety of the instrument is a process that involves:
 ▪ learning how to properly pack and unpack the instrument
 ▪ knowing how to store and transport the instrument
 ▪ how the instrument is constructed to better understand how to protect the instrument
Proper posture and position when playing the instrument is the starting point to which a student will begin to practice different aspects of playing.  

Essential Questions
 ▪ How can our understanding of the construction of the instrument affect how we maintain the instrument?
 ▪ What are the steps to packing and unpacking the instrument?
 ▪ What are the dangerous environmental concerns when transporting and storing the instrument?
 ▪ What is the proper sitting position when holding the instrument?
 ▪ How is the bow held and manipulated?

Unit Outcomes 
Students will be able to understand, demonstrate, and discuss competency in:
 ▪instrument safety and maintenance
 ▪ correct posture when playing the instrument
 ▪ correct bow hold

Assessments 
Classroom assessment 

Materials
Essential Elements 2000


Unit 2 - Technique 
Time (approx.) - Throughout course 

Purpose/ Rationale 
Orchestral technique allows students to play with greater versatility, improve their ensemble playing, and tackle more complex and challenging music.
 ▪ Improved technical proficiency: Instrumental techniques such as tone production, finger placement, and rhythmic accuracy with the bow allow string orchestra musicians to play with greater technical proficiency. This, in turn, allows them to play more complex and challenging music.
 ▪ Improved ensemble playing: Advanced techniques often require a high degree of coordination and synchronization between musicians. This can help to improve ensemble playing and develop a greater sense of musical unity and cohesion. 

Essential Questions
 ▪ What are the specific techniques required for the music we are playing?
 ▪ How can we develop the technical proficiency required for instrumental techniques? How can we develop this proficiency through practice and rehearsal?
 ▪ How can we incorporate techniques into our interpretation of the music?
 ▪ How can we ensure that we are playing together effectively and producing a unified sound?
 ▪ How can we balance the use of advanced techniques with the overall musical vision for the performance? 

Unit Outcomes 
Students will be able to understand, demonstrate, and discuss competency in:
 ▪ higher level(s) of technical proficiency in their playing.
 ▪ more expressive and better performance.
 ▪ greater ensemble playing skills and a stronger sense of musical unity
 ▪ adaptability to different styles of music and ability to perform a wider range of repertoire 


Assessments 
Concert Performances 
Classroom assessment 
Peer critique 

Key Student Materials 
Essential Elements 2000


Unit 3 - Performance Protocol 
Time (approx.) - Throughout course 

Purpose/ Rationale 
The performance protocol for a string orchestra is designed to ensure a high level of professionalism and artistry in the ensemble's performances.
 ▪ Professionalism: The development of a professional attitude towards rehearsal, performance, and interpersonal interactions with colleagues and audiences.
 ▪ Stage presence: The ability to present oneself confidently and authentically on stage, engaging with the audience and conveying a sense of ownership over the performance.
 ▪ Adaptability: The ability to adjust to different performance contexts, such as different venues, audiences, or musical styles, and to approach each performance with a flexible and open mindset.
 ▪ Resilience: The ability to bounce back from setbacks or mistakes, and to learn from feedback and criticism to continually improve one's performance. ▪ Collaboration: The ability to work effectively with other musicians, both in terms of musical collaboration and interpersonal dynamics.
 ▪ Audience engagement: The ability to connect with and engage audiences, creating a meaningful and memorable performance experience for both the performer and the listener. 

Essential Questions
 ▪ What is the purpose of the performance? Is it to showcase technical proficiency, musical interpretation, or both?
 ▪ What are the criteria for evaluating the performance? Are they based on technical accuracy, musicality, stage presence, or other factors?
 ▪ How can performers prepare for the performance? What are the strategies for developing technical proficiency and musical interpretation?
 ▪ What is the role of feedback in the performance process? How can feedback be provided in a constructive and supportive way?
 ▪ What is the role of self-reflection in the performance process? How can performers learn from their mistakes and improve their performance over time?
 ▪ What are the expectations for rehearsal and performance etiquette? How should performers interact with each other and with the audience?
 ▪ How can performers manage performance anxiety and stress? What are the strategies for staying focused and calm under pressure?
 ▪ How can performers adapt to different performance contexts and audiences? What are the strategies for tailoring the performance to the specific context? 

Unit Outcomes 
Students will be able to understand, demonstrate, and discuss competency in 
Professionalism, Stage presence, Adaptability, Resilience, Collaboration, and Audience engagement. 

Assessments 
Concert Performances 
Classroom assessment 


Unit 4 - Music Language and Appreciation 
Time (approx.) - Throughout course, streamlined with repertoire choice and similar genre-based examples 

Purpose/ Rationale 
Understanding music vocabulary allows musicians to communicate their ideas and intentions clearly and accurately, making rehearsals and performances more efficient and effective.
 ▪ Music vocabulary provides musicians with a shared language for interpreting the nuances and subtleties of a piece of music. This allows for a deeper understanding of the composer's intentions and a more nuanced interpretation of the music.
 ▪ Technique: Music vocabulary often refers to specific techniques and playing styles. Understanding these terms allows musicians to refine their technique and develop their playing skills.
 ▪ Musicality: Understanding music vocabulary can help musicians to develop their sense of musicality, enabling them to make more expressive and artistic choices in their playing.

Essential Questions
 ▪ What are the key musical terms and symbols used in the repertoire we will be playing?
 ▪ What are the different types of articulation and bowing techniques used in string playing, and how can we effectively execute them?
 ▪ How can we use dynamic markings, such as crescendo and decrescendo, to create a more expressive and nuanced performance?
 ▪ What are the different types of ornaments, such as trills and turns, and how can we incorporate them into our playing?
 ▪ What are the different types of scales and arpeggios, and how can we use them to improve our technical skills and understanding of harmony?
 ▪ What are the different types of musical forms, such as sonata form and rondo form, and how can we use them to structure our performances?
 ▪ What are the different types of musical textures, such as homophonic and polyphonic, and how can we use them to create a balanced and cohesive ensemble sound?
 ▪ How can we effectively communicate and collaborate with each other using music vocabulary to achieve a successful performance? 

Unit Outcomes 
Students will be able to:
 ▪ Analyze and interpret a range of musical styles and genres, including classical, contemporary, and world music.
 ▪ Recognize and describe the elements of music, such as melody, harmony, rhythm, timbre, and form, and how they contribute to a piece of music.
 ▪ Utilize music vocabulary effectively to communicate their ideas and interpretations of music.
 ▪ Reflect on their own learning and musical growth, setting goals for continued improvement and development; connect their experiences in music to other aspects of their lives, such as emotional expression, cultural identity, and personal growth.
 ▪ Appreciate and enjoy music on a deeper level, developing a lifelong passion for music and the arts. 

Assessments 
Concert Performances; 
Classroom assessment 
Utilizing musictheory.net and other music theory sources to gauge competency

Key Student Materials 
Repertoire 


