Whitney Ave Elementary Parent Teacher Organization Meeting
Wednesday 9/10/25, 3:30-4:30pm
Next meeting: Thursday, October 16th, 5-6 pm

In Attendance: Deidra Luckey (parent), Victoria Quintero (parent), Chelsea Spier (parent), Ms. King (Principal), Whitney Belton (parent and community specialist at Whitney), Julia Sagara (intervention teacher), Randall McArther (parent), Nicole Santillan (parent), Shani Drake (parent), Molly Goodhart (teacher), Marvin Castillo (parent), Mohammud Rahim Mohammud (parent), Tiffine Baker Fohl (parent), Sarah Aria (parent), Abedin Yousefi (parent), Mirwas Ghaforzudn (parent), Jennifer Cole (parent), Nina C (parent), and Mailao (parent).
Translation team: Sofiia Andreichenko, Suha Salman, Awrang Zaib Baizayee, Valentina Panasyuk, Mohammad Yousuf Javid, Hazur Sanchez Ruiz.

Key goals and initiatives (10 minutes)
· Raise funds for the school to support kids and teachers
· Provide volunteer opportunities
· Build community between parents and teachers

[bookmark: _Hlk208492752]Updating the Bulletin Board by the Front Office (10 minutes)
· Diedra will work on updating the bulletin board to celebrate the wonderful diversity of cultures we have at the school! We talked about showcasing items from different cultures with a description of the items. And possibly focusing this around cultural heritage months. 
Family engagement nights and other school enrichment 
· The first family engagement night will be held October 14th at 3:30pm. The teacher committee will be meeting next week and will send a list of jobs they could use volunteer support for with this event.
Budget 
· [image: A screenshot of a computer

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Update on the initial fundraisers: So far $288 has been raised from snack sales and the paw art contest, but we still need to purchase the pizzas for the winning class so that will cost ~$50.
· Future fund raisers:
· We have a Panda Express fundraiser scheduled for September 17th. 20% of all sales where people show the flyer or use the online code will be donated to Whitney. The flyer does not have to be printed, it can be shown on phones at the register.
· Box Tops For Education: Victoria looked into this and set up an account for Whitney. To have your purchases go towards the school you just need to download the app and enter purchases by scanning the receipts. You can also link directly to the Walmart app to have purchases get counted automatically. The school will receive $10 for anyone new that enters a purchase before September 30th and uses the referral code KUWX2F62. 
· During Literacy Night: snack sales for $1 each. Photo booth with optional donation. Raffel baskets. The school donation letter is available for anyone willing to help solicit donations from local businesses. 
· Other future fundraising ideas (not yet started):
· Penny wars: have classes compete to bring in spare change. This may just be for class pride or may have an otter pop prize for the winning class
· Chicken run (near the end of the school year). Luis will look into this more and how we can participate.
· Donations from businesses to display banners with their logos along Whitney Ave. Arden middle school is getting up to $1,000 donations for large banners. Ms. King will check into zoning to make sure this would be allowed. 
· Potentially partnering with a church or city park to hold an event at that risk management would not allow on campus
· School family recipe book
· Spelling bee or other event with ticket sales
· Making/selling gear or clothing with Whitney logos
· Discussion on school needs and what we could be working towards supporting with the fundraising
· Revitalizing school garden beds
· Student recognition prizes for academic achievement, attendance and good behavior
· San Juan Education Propel Grants: is this something we would like to apply for. If so, discussion on proposal. Due dates are end of the month (up to $500), September 26 (up to $2,500), and December 12 (up to $7,500). There was interest in this, but no specifics yet on exactly what we might apply for. The garden box could be a good project to fit under this
Other ideas
· Creating a Whitney Facebook page to give parents another avenue to connect with each other
· Classes for parents and students, such as an evening art class for community building and possibly fundraising
Interest in formalizing the PTO as a non-profit? There was a brief discussion on this, but no decision was made at this time. This would likely make fundraising easier if the PTO was formalized as a non-profit organization.
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PTO money

Date Event Deposit/Withdrawal Amount (S) New Balance ($)

8/12/25 Meet the Teacher shack sales deposit 19 19
9/2/25 Paw Coloring Contest |donation deposit 206 225
9/4/25 BTS shack sales deposit 63 288





