Whitney Elementary PTA Meeting Minutes
September 2025
Date: September 4, 2025, Attendance: 23 members Meeting Called to Order: 6:05 PM
1. Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance
2. Secretary’s Report – Kris Nadjem
· Approval of April 2024 Minutes: Posted to Whitney Elementary PTA website for 2024–25.
· Summary of April 2025 Meeting:
· Budget adjustments approved for a new shade shelter
· Updates on Field Day and Fun Run
· Successful events: STEM Night, yearbook sales, staff appreciation
· Carnival canceled due to mold concerns, future events in planning.
· Membership dues for 2025–26 approved.
· Board elections held with no opposition
· Motion to Approve: Amy B. and Jackie S.
3.  NEO Extreme Sports – Nelson
· Adult Night scheduled for tomorrow (see flyer)
· Activities geared toward ages 5+
· 90% of equipment is mobile and can be brought to you.
· Specializes in parties:
· Kids Night Out (Saturday)
· Family Fun Nights
4.  Council President – Katie Drake
· Serves as liaison between local, school, and national PTAs.
· Encouraged questions and participation.
· Office hours to be scheduled.
· Volunteer numbers are down.
· Upcoming parade and pep rally at the stadium
5.  Treasurer’s Report – Molly Sunkle
· Printed budget distributed
· New line item added: Sponsorships.
· Motion to Approve Budget: Jackie S. and Amanda W. – Approved
· Motion to Adopt Audit: Jackie S. and Amanda W. – Approved
6.  Principal’s Report – Mrs. Hawk
· Pep Rally held today, Tailgate Night tomorrow
· SFL Night is also scheduled for tomorrow.
· School garden thriving with pumpkins; each class will receive one.
· Mrs. Rice is recognized as Whitney Spotlight
· New reading program: CKLA
· Includes phonics (skills) and knowledge components.
· Parent letters will accompany each unit.
7. President’s Report – Bethany Bixler
· Encouraged member ideas and committee ownership.
· Welcome packets distributed to new members
· Committee sign-ups underway (e.g., Carnival Food)
· New Board Position Approved: Alternate Delegate added.
· Code of Ethics and Conflict of Interest policies read and approved.
· PTA provides T-shirts for students to tie-dye.
· Tailgate event reminder.
· New committee members should have received onboard email and processed documents.
· Pop-up tent available for events
· Free Canva account offered to committee leads.
8.  Vice President – Desiree Causevic
· Kalahari trip: 10 rooms booked (minimum met)
· Parking cones ordered
· Mr. Hoffland requested green paint.
· Carline running smoothly.
· Desiree announced resignation as Vice President
9. Teacher Representatives – Mrs. Barrett & Mrs. Bova
· Introduction
· Expressed gratitude for signs, handwritten notes, and back-to-school dinner.
10. Council Delegates – Jackie Steffy & Michele Molls
· Founder’s Day: February 19
· Council Updates:
· Dr. Ryba discussed safety measures including wearable police-linked badges.
· “Circles and Huddles” initiative for emotional support
· CKLA reading program overview.
· DARE and Council dances to be combined.
· Board of Education seats open
· Delegates will continue to provide updates.
11. Standing Committee Reports
Note: Check your email for full committee details
	Committee
	Updates

	Fundraising (Amanda D., Michele M.)
	Mums’ pickup: Sept 17, 6–7:30 PM; Stoller Butter Braids begin Oct 6; Spirit Wear ongoing ($756 raised)

	Fall Festival (Michele M., Amanda W., Debbie T.)
	Oct 3: Photo booth, pony rides (TBD), food, pumpkins, inflatables, face painting, tattoos

	Book Fair (Barb M., Andrea M.)
	End of Sept; open during Oct 2 conferences

	5th Grade Recognition (Meredith & Michele)
	No report

	Hospitality (Molly and 
Carol)
	TBD

	Membership (Amanda W. & Sharmila)
	170 members; contest planned (popsicles, extra recess)

	Birthday Book Club (Carla& Orysia)
	$15; parties in Nov, Feb, April

	Grants (Kris & Carol)
	National grants submitted, awaiting council updates

	Carnival (Laura & Jackie)
	Moving to middle school; Jan 23 (details TBD)

	School Assemblies (Michelle)
	Akron Zoo in October

	Family Breakfast with a Buddy (Desiree & Amanda W.)
	Scheduled for end of January

	Read-a-thon (Molly & Bethany)
	During Right to Read Week in March

	Holiday Shop (Bethany & Barb)
	No report

	Homecoming Parade (Michele & Laura) 
	Theme: “Under the Sea”; candy donations needed

	Room Parents (Michele & Meredith)
	Sign-ups due Sept 15; head room parents notified Sept 16

	Restaurant Nights (Molly & Kris)
	Chipotle raised $126; City BBQ upcoming

	Yearbook/Historian (Desiree & Julie)
	Sales end in June; QR codes for photo uploads; $21.50 per book

	Staff Appreciation (Samantha, Laurel, Carol
	No report

	Kindergarten Orientation (Amanda W & Sharmila) 
	Went smoothly

	PBIS Support (Molly)
	Tie-dye shirts; waiting on date from Mrs. Hawk

	Newsletter (Desiree)
	Sent Monday; email submissions to whitneyptanewsletter@gmail.com

	Mother/Son & Daddy/Daughter Events (Laurel)
	No report: co-chair needed

	Family Science Night (Grades 3–5) (Molly & Jackie)
	No report

	Family Fun Nights (Molly & Laura)
	Bingo returning this winter; planning game night with chess, popcorn, cookies


12. Unfinished Business
· KWF Fun Run
13. New Business
· Code of Ethics / Conflict of Interest
· Standing Rules & Bylaws: Proposed changes to be voted on in October
· T-shirt order closes tonight
14. Announcements
· Whitney Night at Football Game: September 5
· Next PTA Meeting: Thursday, October 9 Crumble Cookie is coming!
· SEF Event: November 22 – Whitney Music Basket
15. Adjournment
Time: 7:39 PM

