Porter Change Maker Classroom Environment Look-fors (Observable Starting Points)
Change Maker - Strategies focused on skill development
	
	What it is:
	How it promotes change-making
	Examples:

	Collaborative Learning 
	Collaborative learning involves students working together in groups to achieve a common goal (learning targets/success criteria), sharing ideas, and learning from each other.
Teacher or student led (i.e., cooperative learning) small group instruction


	Collaborative learning fosters communication, teamwork, and problem-solving skills, which are all essential for effective change-making.

	Students can work in teams to research a social issue and develop a presentation to share their findings and propose solutions. 






	
	What it is:
	How it promotes change-making
	Example:

	Differentiated Instruction
	Differentiated instruction involves tailoring teaching methods and materials to meet the diverse needs of students.

	By providing students with options for learning and demonstrating their understanding, differentiated instruction can empower all students to engage in change-making activities, regardless of their learning styles or abilities.

	Students can choose to present their research on a social issue through a written report, a video presentation, or a performance. 


























Change Maker – Fostering Advocacy 
	Community service projects
	Mentorship programs: Students can offer support and guidance to younger learners, either within their school or within the wider community.

	Community clean-ups: Young people can actively participate in cleaning and beautifying local parks, streets, or even planting trees and flowers in community gardens.

	Volunteering for local charities: Students can dedicate their time and effort to support various local organizations, such as animal shelters, natural parks, food banks, libraries, homeless shelters, museums, churches, political campaigns, community athletic centers, schools, senior centers, or natural disaster relief services.
	Organizing community events: Students can plan and execute events aimed at raising awareness or funds for specific causes, such as local homeless shelters or mental health initiatives. 





	Awareness campaigns
	Digital literacy workshops: Students can leverage their tech-savviness to teach others valuable digital skills, helping address the digital divide in their communities.

	Awareness campaigns: Students can use creative approaches like eye-catching visuals, hosting community events, or leveraging social media to raise awareness about pressing social and environmental issues they care about.

	Writing letters to policymakers: Students can communicate with local or national leaders to advocate for specific policy changes related to issues they are passionate about.

	Youth Councils/Parliaments: Students can participate in local government processes by joining youth councils or junior parliaments, giving them a voice in decisions affecting their communities. 




	Student-led initiatives & Integrating change-making into the curriculum
	Problem-solving initiatives: Students can identify a problem in their school or community and develop and implement solutions.
	Starting their own projects: Students can take the initiative to address issues they care about.

	Service-learning projects: Teachers can guide students to identify community issues related to their subject matter and then engage in projects that apply their knowledge and skills to address those issues. For example, science students could conduct a study on local water pollution and propose solutions. 




	Demonstrating impact through projects and presentations

	Creating podcasts or video presentations: Instead of traditional oral presentations, students can use technology to create engaging podcasts or videos that summarize a topic or advocate for a cause, sharing their voice and perspectives with a broader audience.

	Developing websites or interactive galleries: Students can build platforms to showcase their research, highlight community problems, and propose solutions to stakeholders.

	Presenting to stakeholders: Students can share their work with individuals who have the power to enact change, such as the school board, city council, or legislators.

	Student-led conferences: These conferences empower students to discuss their academic progress, present their work, and collaborate with teachers and parents on addressing academic or behavioral challenges, thereby fostering a sense of ownership over their learning journey. 
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