Porter Innovative Thinker Classroom Environment Look-fors (Observable Starting Points)
Innovative Thinker – Instructional Strategies 
	*Project-Based Learning (PBL): In PBL, students work on real-world problems over an extended period, fostering creativity and innovation through exploration and application of knowledge.

Examples: helping others, cleaning the environment, healthy eating, writing letters, recycling, using water, etc. 

Historical "What If" Debates: Students can rewrite history and present their version as a mock news report

Invent a New Product or App: Students brainstorm a common problem and pitch a new product idea to solve it, potentially including prototyping with recycled materials or simple coding tools

Community Improvement Plan: Challenge students to identify a local issue (e.g., littering, traffic safety) and devise a solution using surveys, interviews, and proposals.
	*Inquiry-Based Learning (IBL): IBL encourages students to investigate topics and discover answers through research, promoting curiosity, critical thinking, and innovation.
Examples: hands-on activities/experiments, classroom debates, creating concept maps, building models, etc. 




	*Challenge-Based Learning (CBL): CBL involves students in solving real-world challenges, emphasizing collaboration and 21st-century skills through investigation, solution development, and evaluation.
Examples: Students might work to improve a process within their school or community.






	*Design Thinking: This human-centered approach guides students through empathizing, defining problems, ideating solutions, prototyping, and testing, encouraging collaborative brainstorming for real-world needs.

Examples: designing a better lunchbox, creating a new playground, or building a birdhouse using recycled items

Bridge Building Challenge: Students design and build bridges using various materials like straws or spaghetti.
Egg Drop Challenge: Teams design a protective container for a raw egg dropped from a certain height.
Robotics Challenge: Students work in teams to build a simple robot using kits like LEGO Mindstorms.

	Foster a Growth Mindset: Help students understand that abilities can be developed through effort, encouraging them to embrace challenges and learn from mistakes.
	Embrace Diverse Learning Styles and Perspectives: Acknowledge diverse forms of creativity and provide various mediums for expression. Incorporates diverse cultures and backgrounds to broaden viewpoints.

Examples: 
Visual Storytelling: Students can explain scientific processes through visual narratives.
Musical Math Patterns: Students can turn mathematical patterns into rhythms or dance routines.
Poetry from a Historical Figure's (various backgrounds) Perspective: Students write poetry from the viewpoint of a historical figure they've studied. 

	Provide Open-ended Challenges and Opportunities for Autonomy: Offer challenges with multiple solutions and allow students to choose topics, fostering ownership and innovation.

Examples: 
Creative Writing Prompts: These prompts encourage imagination and exploration of different themes and scenarios.
"What if you woke up one morning and found out your phone had messages from a version of yourself five years in the future? What would you do with the information?
"Write about a world where kids make all the rules for one week."
Alternate Endings: Students rewrite the endings of classic stories or historical events, exploring creative possibilities.
	Encourage Reflection and Metacognition: Provide opportunities for students to reflect on their learning, self-assess, and provide peer feedback, helping them identify strengths, set goals, and evaluate outcomes.
Examples:
 Students can keep learning journals where they reflect on their understanding of concepts, identify challenges, and plan how to overcome them. 




*Also, a Change Maker strategy




Innovative Thinker – Fostering a classroom culture of innovation 
 
	Embrace Curiosity: Encourage questions, exploration of new ideas, and challenging the status quo.
	Cultivate a Growth Mindset: Help students understand that abilities can be developed through effort and perseverance, and that failure is a learning opportunity.
	Foster Collaboration: Design group projects where students share ideas and leverage each other's strengths.
	Encourage Risk-Taking: Create an environment where students feel safe to experiment without fear of judgment.

	Lead by Example: Teachers can demonstrate a passion for learning, curiosity, and a willingness to try new approaches
	Flexible Learning Environments: Arrange classrooms to facilitate group activities, individual work, and different learning styles.

	Provide Autonomy: Empower students by allowing them to choose topics, explore personal interests, and set their own goals. 

	Learning Contracts (Growth & Goal Setting): Collaborate with students to define their learning goals, methods, and assessment criteria
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