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Home education is one of several means by which parents can fulfill their responsibility for educating their children. The North Dakota legislature has enacted laws to ensure that the state’s responsibilities and legitimate interests in this endeavor are also guaranteed and protected. With the combined rights and interests of the state and of parents, the state has delegated certain responsibilities to local school districts to work with home educators to assure that all North Dakota students are receiving a quality education.

West Fargo Public School District has prepared this booklet to assist home educators by providing information, explaining procedures, and answering frequent questions. 

This booklet is published and updated on the West Fargo Public School District website at http://www.west-fargo.k12.nd.us




Mr. Vincent Williams					Dr. Rachel Agre
Assistant Superintendent – Secondary		Assistant Superintendent - Elementary
West Fargo Public School District 6			West Fargo Public School District 6
207 West Main Avenue				207 West Main Avenue
West Fargo, ND  58078				West Fargo, ND  58078
701-356-2001					701-356-2001
vwilliams@west-fargo.k12.nd.us			RAGRE@west-fargo.k12.nd.us


Dr. Tom Gravel
Home School Coordinator
West Fargo Community High School
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West Fargo, ND 58078
701-356-2008	
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The Short and Sweet of Home Schooling for West Fargo Public Schools

To Home Educate or Home School your child you need to:

1. Complete the Statement of Intent to Home Educate
a. Must be filed every year and are due September 10 (ages 7-16)
b. May 1 is the deadline for filing for current academic year. 
c. SOI received after May 1 will be applied to the next academic year.

2. Provide the parent’s proof of qualification: 
a. A copy of GED, HS diploma, or Advance Degree or transcript
b. If not available, a home school monitor will be assigned to you

3. Provide a copy of your child’s birth certificate

4. Provide a record of immunizations (or letter of objection)

5. Arrange for Standardized Testing in Grades: 4, 6. 8, or 10.
a. Parents with a bachelor’s degree may opt out of this requirement.
b. Test results are due by June 15



 


[bookmark: _Toc206926918]What is home education?

[bookmark: _Toc206926919]Home Education is an educational program for a child based in the child’s home and supervised by the child’s parent or parents. Participation in this program legally fulfills the compulsory instruction requirements of state law.

Who can teach a home-schooled child?

A parent is qualified to supervise a program of home instruction if the parent:
· Has a high school diploma, GED or greater. Proof of qualification is required.

Home educators may attend classes, staff development programs, and training sessions provided to WFPS teaching staff.

A homeschooled child must be taught by one of the child’s parents. State Attorney General Wayne Stenehjem’s opinion of February 1, 2007, states, “In conclusion, it is my opinion that only a parent, qualified under N.D.C.C. §§ 15.1-23-03 and 15.1-23-06, may provide home-based instruction to that parent’s child. With respect to home-based instruction, North Dakota law does not permit a parent to supervise the education of that parent’s child by any other individual.”
[bookmark: _Toc206926920]What are the home school parents’ responsibilities?

1. FILE STATEMENT OF INTENT TO HOME EDUCATE. Each school year BY SEPTEMBER 10, the parents must send a completed Intent to Home Educate form to the Community High School office of the West Fargo Public School District. 311 1st Avenue East. 

During the school year, this form must be sent in at least five days prior to the beginning of the home-school program or within five days of establishing residency in the district with the intention of home schooling a school-aged child. The statement of intent form is included in the Appendix of this booklet, and it may be downloaded from http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/forms/sfn16909.pdf

2. FILE REQUIRED RECORDS. The first year the student is home educated the parent must also send in copies of 
· The student’s immunization records.
· The student’s birth certificate or other proof of identity 
· Parent Qualification verification, such as a high school diploma or college transcript, of the parent’s highest level of education 
· NOTE – if the home school student previously attended WFPS, only verification of parent’s education is necessary, as we would have the other documents on file.

3. HOURS AND DAYS OF INSTRUCTION. The child must receive at least four hours of instruction each day for a minimum of 175 days each year. 



4. [bookmark: _Toc206926921]SUPERVISE COURSES REQUIRED BY STATUTE (NDCC 15.1-23-04) AND INSTRUCTION,
15.1-21-01. Elementary and middle schools - Required instruction.
In order to be approved by the superintendent of public instruction, each public and
nonpublic elementary and middle schools shall provide students with instruction in:
1. English language arts, including reading, composition, creative writing, English		grammar, and spelling.
2. Mathematics.
3. Social studies, including:
a. The United States Constitution.
b. United States history.
c. Geography.
d. Government; and
e. North Dakota studies, with an emphasis on the geography, history, and
agriculture of this state, in the fourth and eighth grades.
4. Science, including agriculture.
5. Physical education.
6. Health, including physiology, hygiene, disease control, and the nature and effects of alcohol, 
tobacco, and narcotics.

15.1-21-02. High schools - Minimum requirements.
Except as provided in section 15.1-21-02.3, the following twenty-two units of high school
coursework constitutes the minimum requirement for high school graduation:
1. Four units of English language arts from a sequence that includes literature, composition, and speech.
2. Three units of mathematics.
3. Three units of science, including:
a. One unit of physical science.
b. One unit of biology; and
c. (1) One unit of any other science; or
(2) Two one-half units of any other science.
4. Three units of social studies, including:
a. One unit of United States history.
b. (1) One-half unit of United States government and one-half unit of economics; or
(2) One unit of problems of democracy; and
c. One unit or two one-half units of any other social studies, which may include.
civics, civilization, geography and history, multicultural studies, North Dakota
studies, psychology, sociology, and world history.
5. a. One unit of physical education; or
b. One-half units of physical education and one-half units of health.
6. Three units of:
a. Foreign languages.
b. Native American languages.
c. Fine arts; or
d. Career and technical education courses; and
7. Any five additional units.
Pass the Civics Test (Naturalization test) with a score of 80 percent or greater.


5. MAINTAIN STUDENT RECORDS. Maintain an annual record of: 
· courses taken by the child.
· the child's academic grades or record of progress
· standardized achievement test results
· documentation of child’s work through multiple samples throughout course
 
If the child transfers back to a public-school district, the parent will need to furnish these records to the school district superintendent or other administrator.

6. STANDARDIZED TESTING.
While in grades four, six, eight, and ten, each child receives home education.
shall take:
(1) A standardized achievement test used by the school district in which the child resides; or
(2) A nationally normed standardized achievement test if requested by the child's parent.
b. The child shall take the test in the child's learning environment or, if requested by
the child's parent, in a public school. An individual licensed to teach by the
education standards and practices board or approved to teach by the education.
Standards and practices board shall administer the test.

· If a qualified individual who is selected by the parent administers the test, the cost of administering the test is the responsibility of the child's parent.
· The W.F.P.S. Home School Coordinator can provide information on sources of standardized achievement tests if the parent requests this. Sources of standardized tests and curriculum materials can also be found on the Web. Many parents use the California Achievement Tests (CAT) or Iowa Tests of Basic Skills (ITBS). 
· Contact the West Fargo Public Schools Home School Coordinator (356-2008 or email at tgravel@west-fargo.k12.nd.us ) if you want the school district to provide a teacher to administer the test. 
· The parent is responsible for the cost of the test, and test scores must be forwarded to the Home School Coordinator or Assistant Superintendent if you choose not to test during the NDSA testing window in the fall. 

The requirement of NDCC 15.1-23-09 subsection 1 does not apply if the parent notifies the school.
district in which the child resides that the parent has a philosophical, moral, or religious objection to the use of standardized achievement tests and the parent:
· Is licensed to teach by the education standards and practices board or approved to teach by the education standards and practices board.
· Holds a baccalaureate degree; or has met or exceeded the cutoff score of a national teacher examination given in this state or in any other state if this state does not offer such an examination.

The parent shall file the notification and necessary documentation required by this subsection with the school district while the parent file the statement of intent to supervise home education required by section 15.1-23-02.

[bookmark: _Toc206926922]If the child's basic composite score on a standardized achievement test is less than the 30th percentile nationally, a multidisciplinary assessment team will assess the child for a potential learning problem. 

15.1-23-06. (Effective through July 31, 2011) Home education - Required monitoring of progress.
A parent who does not meet the qualifications provided in section 15.1-23-03 may supervise home
education, but must be monitored in accordance with section 15.1-23-07 for the first two years. If a child receiving home education obtains a basic composite standardized achievement test score below the fiftieth percentile nationally, the parent must be monitored for at least one additional school year and until the child receives a test score at or above the fiftieth percentile. If testing is not required by section 15.1-23-07 during the first two years of monitoring, the period of monitoring may not be extended, except upon the mutual consent of the parent and the monitor. If a parent completes the monitoring requirements of this section for one child, the parent may not be monitored with respect to other children for whom the parent supervises home education.

15.1-23-07. Home education - Required monitoring of progress - Reporting of progress - Compensation. 1. If monitoring is required under section 15.1-23-06, the school district shall assign and compensate an individual to monitor a child receiving home education unless the parent notifies the school district that the parent shall select and compensate an individual to monitor the child. 2. The individual assigned by the school district or selected by the parents under subsection 1 must be licensed to teach by the education standards and practices board or approved to teach by the education standards and practices board. 3. Twice during each school year, the individual shall report the child's progress to the school district superintendent or to the county superintendent if the district does not employ a superintendent. 4. If one child receives home education, the individual shall spend an average of one hour per week in contact with the child and the child's parent. If two or more children receive home education, the individual shall spend one-half hour per month for each additional child receiving home education. If the child attends a public or an approved nonpublic school, the time may be proportionately reduced.
[bookmark: _Toc206926923]
Transfer of Home Education Course Credit to West Fargo Public Schools

Families that choose to home educate their children do so for a variety of reasons and the State of North Dakota provides that option. In respecting that choice, there is almost no oversight from the local school district as to the curriculum, hours, and grades or credits awarded. Parents and families are free to educate their child as they choose.

When a home school family requests to return to the public school for the awarding of a West Fargo Public Schools diploma, high school principals have a responsibility to provide for the integrity of our diploma and to ensure that the home school courses awarded by the parent are equivalent to those awarded by North Dakota licensed educators who are Highly Qualified in their respective subject area as mandated by the State of North Dakota and have been hired by the West Fargo Public Schools.

To receive credit for courses completed through home education, the student’s parent or legal guardian must provide West Fargo Public Schools with the following:

1.	An outline of the course material covered in each subject (syllabus),
2.	Demonstration and/or examples of student work,
3.	A gradebook listing assignments and grades given, and
4.	A transcript of the students’ grades and what course you are requesting credit.

If any of the four items of required documentation is unavailable, West Fargo Public Schools may evaluate whether other reasonable proof is acceptable for the student to meet applicable requirements for high school graduation. West Fargo Public Schools may also probate awarding of course credit. Example, a student could be awarded a credit for home school English 9, provided they successfully pass English 10 at Sheyenne, Horace, Community, or West Fargo High School. Home school credit could be awarded for the class provided they take the higher-level class.

All high school head principals (or their designee) will review all transfer credits. This is to ensure the responsibility for the task of reviewing and editing does not fall upon a single school or principal as well as providing more discussion regarding the awarding or withholding of credit. All home school transfer credits will be identified on the student’s transcript as “home school” and will be recorded as “satisfactory or unsatisfactory.”

As we have respected each family’s right to home educate their child, as principals we must protect the rights of our students to ensure the integrity of their diploma and that some degree of equivalency exists regarding rigor and time commitment. 

PLEASE READ – “The decision to award or withhold transfer of home school credits is the sole responsibility of the building principals.”

Can home school students receive a high school diploma?

Yes, if they meet the requirements. West Fargo Public Schools grants diplomas only to those students who have completed all North Dakota and WFPS requirements for a high school diploma. 

The North Dakota Department of Public Instruction states:
Diplomas may be issued through a child’s school district of residence, an approved nonpublic high school, or the North Dakota Center for Distance Education. (NDCC 15.1-23-17) Note:  Policies regarding issuance of high school diplomas to home educated students are established by the local school boards.

Any home school student and parent seeking a West Fargo Public School diploma must schedule a meeting with the high school principal the spring or summer PRIOR to the student’s senior year. 






To be eligible to graduate from West Fargo Public Schools, home school students must be enrolled in, and successfully complete their senior year at Sheyenne, Community, Horace, or West Fargo High School. Students would be required to earn six credits their senior year including four credits in the senior level classes in the four core classes (math, science, social studies, and English/language arts). 



Can home school students participate in school activities?
Yes. They are required to follow the same eligibility requirements established by the school, the district, and the North Dakota High School Activities Association. Information is located at:
http://www.west-fargo.k12.nd.us/schools/wfhigh/activities/general/Cocurricularpolicywf.pdf

Home school students can only participate at the school determined by their address, they do not get to pick. 

Academic eligibility for a student in grades 9-12 should be determined at the end of each quarter and at the midpoint of each quarter. Student eligibility at the end of each semester shall be determined by his/her semester grade (a student must have earned 2.5 credits to be eligible at the end of each semester). The period of ineligibility will be from list to list (which in most cases is a time span of about 5 weeks). Following the spring semester, a student will be ineligible until the first mid-quarter list is published in the fall of the next school year. Summer school grades cannot be used for eligibility purposes. For home school students, a parent must provide the athletic or activity director with a written report indicating their academic progress using the same academic eligibility dates as the school.

PROM and dances are events for current students of their respective schools. Home school students may only attend as a GUEST of a current student.
[bookmark: _Toc206926924]How do home school educators get curriculum materials?

Parents are responsible for purchasing all materials. School district textbooks may be borrowed by home school parents if the school has extra copies available.

There are many companies and organizations that sell or provide curriculum materials for home schools. You can find these on the Web by using the term Home School in a Google search. You may also contact the North Dakota Home School Association at:
 
[bookmark: _Toc206926925]NDHSA, 1854 107th St NE, Bottineau, ND 58318
Telephone: 701-263-3727
Email: office@ndhsa.org
Website: ndhsa.org
Office Hours: Monday - Friday from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM.
How do home school educators find nationally normed standardized tests?

Here are some sources of standardized tests frequently used by home school parents:

Iowa Test of Basic Skills
Riverside Publishing Company
PO Box 1970
Iowa City, Iowa 52244

Stanford Achievement Tests
The Psychological Corporation
757 3rd Avenue
New York, NY 10017

California Achievement Test (CAL)
http://www.setontesting.com/default.php
Piedmont Education Services,
1629 Turfwood Drive
[bookmark: _Toc206926926]Pfafftown, NC  27040-9513

The Johns Hopkins Center for Talented Youth 
https://cty.jhu.edu/talent/docs/AcceptableTests.pdf
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[bookmark: _Toc206926930]Curriculum Resources 

Parents must determine the curriculum.
Parents are responsible for purchasing all materials.

https://www.homeschool.com/blog/2018/02/check-out-the-results-from-your-votes-top-100/


Resources subject to change and are not tracked by WFPS.





Books on Home Education 

1. The Well-Trained Mind: A Guide to Classical Education at Home by Susan Wise Bauer and Jessie Wise
· Description: This comprehensive guide offers a detailed curriculum for classical education at home.
· Publisher: W. W. Norton & Company
· Purchase: Amazon
2. For the Children’s Sake: Foundations of Education for Home and School by Susan Schaeffer Macaulay
· Description: This book explores the educational philosophy of Charlotte Mason and its application in homeschooling.
· Publisher: Crossway
· Purchase: Barnes & Noble
3. Teach Your Own: The John Holt Book of Homeschooling by John Holt and Pat Farenga
· Description: A classic guide to homeschooling, emphasizing child-led learning.
· Publisher: Da Capo Press
· Purchase: Book Depository


4. The Brave Learner: Finding Everyday Magic in Homeschool, Learning, and Life by Julie Bogart
· Description: This book offers practical advice and inspiration for creating a joyful homeschooling experience.
· Publisher: TarcherPerigee
· Purchase: Amazon
5. The Call of the Wild and Free: Reclaiming Wonder in Your Child’s Education by Ainsley Arment
· Description: A guide to embracing a natural, child-led approach to homeschooling.
· Publisher: HarperOne
· Purchase: Barnes & Noble
6. Teaching from Rest: A Homeschooler’s Guide to Unshakable Peace by Sarah Mackenzie
· Description: This book provides encouragement and practical tips for maintaining peace and balance in homeschooling.
· Publisher: Classical Academic Press
· Purchase: Book Depository
7. The Read-Aloud Family: Making Meaningful and Lasting Connections with Your Kids by Sarah Mackenzie
· Description: Focuses on the importance of reading aloud to children and building family connections through books.
· Publisher: Zondervan
· Purchase: Amazon
8. Homeschooling for Excellence by David and Micki Colfax
· Description: The Colfax family shares their experiences and insights on successful homeschooling.
· Publisher: Warner Books
· Purchase: Barnes & Noble

9. The Ultimate Guide to Homeschooling by Debra Bell
· Description: A comprehensive resource covering all aspects of homeschooling, from planning to execution.
· Publisher: Apologia Press
· Purchase: Book Depository
10. Homeschooling 101: A Guide to Getting Started by Erica Arndt
· Description: A practical guide for new homeschoolers, covering the basics of getting started.
· Publisher: CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform
· Purchase: Amazon
11. The Unschooling Handbook: How to Use the Whole World as Your Child’s Classroom by Mary Griffith
· Description: An introduction to unschooling, a child-led approach to education.
· Publisher: Three Rivers Press
· Purchase: Barnes & Noble
12. Homeschooling: The Early Years by Linda Dobson
· Description: Focuses on homeschooling young children and creating a strong educational foundation.
· Publisher: Three Rivers Press
· Purchase: Book Depository
13. The Homeschooling Book of Answers by Linda Dobson
· Description: Answers common questions and concerns about homeschooling.
· Publisher: Three Rivers Press
· Purchase: Amazon




14. A Charlotte Mason Companion: Personal Reflections on The Gentle Art of Learning by Karen Andreola
· Description: A detailed guide to implementing Charlotte Mason’s educational philosophy.
· Publisher: Charlotte Mason Research & Supply Company
· Purchase: Barnes & Noble
15. Homeschooling Children with Special Needs by Sharon Hensley
· Description: Practical advice for homeschooling children with special needs.
· Publisher: Grace & Truth Books
· Purchase: Book Depository


Books specific to North Dakota:
· Record Keeping and Achievement Testing for Grades 1-8 by Camilla Leedahl
· Strategies for High School: An Introduction to Course Planning, Record Keeping and College Considerations by Camilla Leedahl



Another useful source for information regarding home schooling is The North Dakota Home School Association. Their website is located at: http://ndhsa.org/
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