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Swainsboro Middle School Parent-Community Engagement Initiative:
The Swainsboro Middle School community recognizes the importance of parent involvement to achieve individual student success. Fully understanding the critical role of parental involvement, our teachers and support staff prioritize efforts to provide quality education to our children at Swainsboro Middle School. With focused efforts to implement effective strategies for improving student achievement, Swainsboro Middle School has established smart goals to increase parent and community involvement within our school. As a primary component of this increased effort, we maintain ongoing correspondence and activities with parents, guardians, and Herrington Homestead Residential Facilities or any other group we identify who provides parental support to our students.
	Our parent involvement meetings are designed to provide parents with resources and valuable information essential for creating more effective and actively involved children. We are committed to providing our parents and community with various forms of communication, such as student handbooks, shared information via social media, teacher accountability in contact logs, one-to-one counselor conferences, Kinvolved messages, emails, and more.
	Meetings, such as open house, CTAE night, and PTO recruitment efforts will be conducted each semester to include parents in the planning process for the school program and the enrichment of the SMS School-Parent Compact. As required by law, informing parents of the Emanuel County Schools Title I Plan is essential. Informing parents of the requirements and their rights to be involved in the Title I program will benefit all family homes. Parent conference days will be conducted throughout the school term to inform parents of their student’s progress and the plan for interventions when needed. Swainsboro Middle School will assist parents in understanding the state’s academic content standards and Title I requirements per GADOE. Information on state and local assessments used to measure student progress and the proficiency levels students are expected to meet or exceed will be shared with parents. Title I funds will be provided for transportation, childcare, and home visits as needed.

Swainsboro Middle School will establish a welcoming Parent Support Hub, where parents can easily connect with our dedicated counselors and our Communities in School
Site Coordinator. This hub based out of the school counselor’s office will serve as a go-to resource for parents seeking guidance, information, and support to help their children thrive academically and personally. Our counselors and Communities in School Site Coordinator will be available to assist with a wide range of topics, from academic planning and study strategies to social-emotional support and college or career preparation.  We strongly encourage parents to take advantage of this valuable resource by dropping in during school hours or scheduling appointments with our counselors. The Parent Support Hub will also host informational sessions and workshops on relevant topics to further support our families. By fostering open communication between parents and our counseling team, we aim to create a collaborative environment that enhances student success and strengthens our school community.
Training will be conducted as needed to train parents in ways they can contribute to their child’s progress. Efforts will be made to provide supportive and effective learning environments by collaborating with the ESOL Department and other pertinent departments to facilitate the translation of pertinent information for parents whose primary language is not English. Parents and students with disabilities will also be accommodated with the collaboration of the Special Education Department at the school and county levels. An annual survey will be sent to parents to gather their input. The data will be collected and submitted, including all unsatisfactory comments regarding the school’s plan, to the LEA.
Swainsboro Middle School will implement and coordinate parental programs, creating and uniting ties for ongoing learning. As a valuable asset in building these ties, parents will be offered opportunities to receive professional development with teachers and school support staff. Additionally, formal compacts between parents, the school community, and students will be employed to specify everyone’s role in reaching individual students’ goals. Parent-teacher conferences will be held at least annually to relate individual student achievement to the compact. Parents will be informed of their student’s academic progress every 4.5 weeks, and a formal report card will be sent home every nine weeks. However, Emanuel County Schools provides a technology resource called Parent Portal, allowing parents to monitor student assessment, discipline, and attendance.
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