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Instructor: Ms. Badenski   Room 224
kbadenski-sas@eupschools.org  (906) 635-3839 ext 5873


COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
This course is designed to engage students at the same level as an introductory college political science course on U.S. Government.  It includes both the study of general concepts used to interpret US government and politics and the analysis of specific examples. It also requires familiarity with constitutionalism, liberty and order, civic participation in a representative democracy, competing policy-making interests, and methods of political analysis. Students will be expected to analyze, interpret, and apply political concepts, landmark cases, foundational documents, qualitative sources, and quantitative data visuals. Argumentative essays and a year-long Civic Engagement project will provide additional opportunities for sustained, real-world learning. We will also prepare for the AP examination on Tuesday, May 5, 2026
Following the guidance from the College Board, the course will address five major topics, taught over a full school year. The duration of the material covered will approximate the proportion of that topic on the AP Exam in May. 

COURSE TEXT:  
· Wolfford, D. (2019). Advanced Placement United States Government and Politics (2nd Edition). Perfection Learning.

· Krutz, G. & Waskiewicz, S. (2021). American Government (3rd Edition). OpenStax.
https://openstax.org/books/american-government-3e/pages/1-introduction

Required Foundational Documents: 
	· The Declaration of Independence   
· The Articles of Confederation
· The U.S. Constitution   
	· Federalist 10
· Brutus 1   
· Federalist 51   
	· Federalist 70   
· Federalist 78
· “Letter from Birmingham Jail”



Required Supreme Court Cases: 
	· Marbury v. Madison (1803)   
· McCulloch v. Maryland (1819)   
· Schenck v. United States (1919)   
· Brown v. Board of Education (1954)   
· Baker v. Carr (1961)   
· Engel v. Vitale (1962)   
· Gideon v. Wainwright (1963)   
· Tinker v. Des Moines Indep. Comm. SD (1969)   
	· New York Times Company v. United States (1971)   
· Wisconsin v. Yoder (1972)   
· Shaw v. Reno (1993)   
· United States v. Lopez (1995)   
· McDonald v. Chicago (2010)   
· Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission (2010)   




Additional primary and secondary sources, current events, Supreme Court cases, and online resources will be utilized in preparation for the AP test.



COURSE OUTLINE: (subject to adjustments required as student learning needs emerge)
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Unit 1: Foundations of American Democracy
Essential Questions:   
· How did the founders of the US Constitution attempt to protect individual liberty, while also promoting public order and safety?
· How have theory, debate, and compromise influenced the US Constitutional system?
· How does the development and interpretation of the Constitution influence polices that impact citizens and residents of the US?
 
Unit 2: Interactions Among Branches of Government
Essential Questions:    
· How do the branches of the national government compete and cooperate in order to govern?
· To what extent have changes in the powers of each branch affected how responsive and accountable the national government is in the 21st century?
 
Unit 3: Civil Liberties and Civil Rights
Essential Questions:    
· To what extent do the US Constitution and its amendments protect against undue government infringement on essential liberties and from invidious discrimination?
· How have US Supreme Court rulings defined civil liberties and civil rights?
   
Unit 4: American Political Ideologies and Beliefs
Essential Questions:    
· How are American political beliefs formed and how do they evolve over time?
· How do political ideology and core values influence government policy making?
   
Unit 5: Political Participation
Essential Questions:    
· How have changes in technology influenced political communication and behavior?
· Why do levels of participation and influence in politics vary?
· How effective are the various methods of political participation in shaping public policies?


COURSE CONTENT AND BIG IDEAS:
The course content consists of the essential political knowledge that will be synthesized in the construction of big ideas about American government and politics. The big ideas that connect to the content in the course units include:
· Constitutionalism (CON)
· Liberty and Order (LOR)
· Civic Participation in a Representative Democracy (PRD)
· Competing Policymaking Interests (PMI)
· Methods of Political Analysis (MPA)

It should be noted that the big ideas are not relegated to one unit of study but are woven throughout the course.

COURSE SKILLS:
The course skills are tasks students will apply to the course content. Becoming proficient in these course skills gives students the tools to analyze political information regardless of the format, and develop a factually accurate, thoughtful, and well-reasoned argument or opinion about an issue related to American government and politics. The course skills in this course include:
· Skill 1: Concept Application – apply political concepts and processes to scenarios in context.
· Skill 2: SCOTUS Application – apply Supreme Court decisions.
· Skill 3: Data Analysis – analyze and interpret quantitative data represented in tables, charts, graphs, maps, and infographics.
· Skill 4: Source Analysis – read, analyze, and interpret foundational documents and other text-based and visual sources.
· Skill 5: Argumentation – develop an argument in essay format.

Every AP Exam question fuses course content and course skills. Thus, in-class and outside of class assignments will focus on the acquisition of course content and the application course content to course skills.

TESTING:  
The AP Exam is the afternoon of TUESDAY MAY 5, 2026.
The AP US Government and Politics Exam is 3 hours long broken down into two sections as follows:
1. 80 minutes for 55 multiple choice questions explaining political concepts, analyzing/interpreting quantitative, text-based, and visual sources, and applying course concepts, foundational documents, and Supreme Court decisions in hypothetical and real scenarios (50%)

2. 100 minutes for 4 required free-response questions that require application of political concepts in real world scenarios, comparison of Supreme Court cases, analysis of quantitative data, and development of an argument using required foundational documents as evidence (50%)




Tests in this class follow a similar format in preparation for the AP Exam.  Many unit tests will have 30-40 multiple-choice questions, including data-based and scenario ones, in a 50-minute session for 50% and 1 or 2 Free-Response in a 50-minute session for 50%.

AP US Government Class Procedures & Expectations:

1. Students enrolled in AP Gov are expected to sign-up for and take the AP Exam in May. If they choose not to, they must take an AP-style final exam in class.
2. It is suggested that students have the following materials for class to help with organization and preparation: 3 ring binder and/or folders, dividers, highlighters, pens (black or blue ink), pencils, and chromebooks.
3. Students will be supplied with a copy of the AMSCO book and can access the openstax book online.
4. Assignments, quizzes, and tests missed due to an excused absence may be made up. Make-ups must be done within 3 days of the “return” of students. It is the student's responsibility to schedule these make ups.
5. Assignments, quizzes, and tests missed due to an unexcused absence must be made up, BUT may not be graded depending on the circumstances.
6. Grades are based on how well students master the core concepts and skills of the course. All graded assignment are related to course objectives. Grades each quarter will reflect regular reading quizzes, unit tests, homework, discussions, projects, and group assignments.
7. Students are expected to keep track of their grades and assignments.

· Late work will be accepted but may be marked down depending on timeliness and effort if turned in after the due date. Late work will no longer be accepted after the deadline period (each unit test).
· Re-do opportunities will exist for some assignments.

Ms. Badenski is available for help, make-up work, and questions by email anytime, and most mornings or afternoons. Please stop by any time or send an email and I will try to respond within 24 hours. If I am unavailable, I will make arrangements to meet with you another time.

ACADEMIC HONESTY:  
Students are expected to be honest and ethical in their academic work.  Academic dishonesty is defined as an intentional act of deception in one of the following areas:
· Cheating – the use or attempted use of unauthorized materials, information or study aids, including AI without teacher approval  
· Fabrication – falsification or invention of any information  
· Assisting – helping another commit an act of academic dishonesty  
· Tampering – altering or interfering with evaluation instruments and documents  
· Plagiarism – representing the words or ideas of another person as one’s own.  

**All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to Turnitin.com  




PERSONAL ELECTRONIC DEVICE POLICY:
Sault High will be phone, smartwatch, and Bluetooth earbuds free during school hours. Students are expected to place their devices on silent or turn them off and store them in their lockers. Device time will not be given as an incentive.
Consequences for not following this policy include
1st Offense:
· PED turned into office
· Parents notified
· Student picks up PED upon school dismissal
· Student will be required to turn in their device to the office for the next 5 days
2nd Offense:
· PED turned into office
· Parents notified; PED must be picked up by parents
· Student will be required to turn in their device to the office for the rest of the semester
3rd Offense:
· PED turned into office
· Student will have an out-of-school suspension
· Parent meeting will be required when student returns to school
· Student will be required to turn in their device to the office for the remainder of the school year
Refusal:
· Student refusal to turn in their device to the office will result in a suspension
· Student may return after a parent-student-admin meeting.


In only a few MONTHS, YOU will be in charge of the country as a voter! You'd better start brushing up on what worked, and what didn't, for prior decision-makers!
 
Government class is a perfect place for this and I am delighted to help you become effective citizens, critical consumers of information, AND great AP testers!
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Exam Weighting

Units
Unit 1: Foundations of American Democracy 15-22%
Unit 2: Interactions Among Branches of Government 25-36%
Unit 3: Civil Liberties and Civil Rights 13-18%
Unit 4: American Political Ideologies and Beliefs 10-15%
Unit 5: Political Participation 20-27%
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