

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
The purpose of AP Psychology is to introduce students to the studies of behavior and mental processes of humans and animals. Students will be provided with a critical overview of the study of psychology, focusing on the theories and research methods used in psychological science and practice. Because psychology is a fascinating course, it is possible to explore the field using a variety of methods. The course information will be presented through lectures, class participation activities, demonstrations, and audio-visual aids. Students will use the text books and other resources such as the internet, popular media, newspapers, and professional psychological publications in order to conduct research throughout the year. Students will learn about the methods and ethical approaches of professional psychology. You are to be commended for taking on the challenge of a college-level course during this year. If the effort is put in, the rewards can be significant. Our goal is to create a level of understanding and interest in psychology that will benefit you in this class and the rest of your college-level courses. We will also prepare for the AP examination on Tuesday, May 12, 2026.
Following the guidance from the College Board, the course will address five major topics, taught over a full school year. The duration of the material covered will approximate the proportion of that topic on the AP Exam in May. 
COURSE TEXT:  
· Myers, David, and Dewall, Nathan. Psychology for the AP Course. 3rd ed. New York Worth Publishers, 2018

COURSE OUTLINE: (subject to adjustments required as student learning needs emerge)
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Unit 1: Biological Bases of Behavior
Essential Questions:
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· Why do we learn biology in a psychology course?
· How does knowledge of the connection between biological systems and mental processes help us live healthier lives?
· How much of who you are is determined by what’s in your brain?   




Unit 2: Cognition
Essential Questions:    
· Can you always trust your senses?
· Why don’t people always make good decisions?
· What strategies do you use to help you remember important things?
· Why aren’t our memories recorded by the brain exactly how we experienced them?
 
Unit 3: Development and Learning
Essential Questions:    
· Are you the same person now as you were when you were 10 years old? Do you think you’ll be the same person in 10 years as you are now? Why or why not?
· How do parents know if their baby is hungry?
· How can you unlearn a bad habit and replace it with a new, better one?
   
Unit 4: Social Psychology and Personality
Essential Questions:   
· Do people act the same when they are alone versus when they are in a group? Why or why not?
· How do expectations, biases, and attitudes affect our relationships with ourselves and others?
· Why do you do what you do? Is your “why” determined by your personal choices or what you are rewarded to do? 
   
Unit 5: Mental and Physical Health
Essential Questions:   
· How do psychologists define “normal” behaving, thinking, and acting?
· How can we apply health, positive, and clinical psychology principles to change our lives, organizations, and communities in positive ways?
· Where can someone find help if they think they or someone they care about is experiencing a psychological illness? 


Science Practices:
The science practices and skills for AP Psychology describe what a student should be able to do while exploring course concepts. These skills form the basis of tasks on the AP Psychology Exam. The course skills in this course include:
· Practice 1: Concept Application – apply psychological perspectives, theories, concepts, and research findings
· Practice 2: Research Methods and Design – evaluate qualitative and quantitative research methods and study designs
· Practice 3: Data Interpretation – evaluate representations of psychological concepts in quantitative and qualitative research, including tables, graphs, charts, figures, and diagrams
· Practice 4: Argumentation – develop and justify psychological arguments using evidence

Every AP Exam question fuses course content and scientific practices. Thus, in-class and outside of class assignments will focus on the acquisition of course content and the application course content to course skills.

TESTING:  
The AP Exam is the afternoon of TUESDAY MAY 12, 2026.
The AP US Government and Politics Exam is 2 hours and 40 minutes long broken down into two sections as follows:
1. 90 minutes for 75 multiple choice questions pertaining to the 5 units of the course along with concept application, research methods and design, and data interpretation. (66.7%)

2. 70 minutes for 2 required free-response questions that require students to engage with summarized peer-reviewed research, analyze and identify research elements, use evidence to support a claim, and apply course knowledge to the scenario. (33.3%)

Tests in this class follow a similar format in preparation for the AP Exam.  Many unit exams will have 40-55 multiple-choice questions, including data-based and scenario ones, in a 50-minute session for 50% and 1 or 2 Free-Response in a 50-minute session for 50%.

AP Psychology Class Procedures & Expectations:

1. Students enrolled in AP Psych are expected to sign-up for and take the AP Exam in May. If they choose not to, they must take an AP-style final exam in class. 
2. It is suggested that students have the following materials for class to help with organization and preparation: 3 ring binder and/or folders, dividers, highlighters, pens (black or blue ink), pencils, and chromebooks.
3. Students will have access to the textbook in class, as well as a digital copy on Google Classroom.
4. Assignments, quizzes, and tests missed due to an excused absence may be made up. Make-ups must be done within 3 days of the “return” of students. It is the student's responsibility to schedule these make ups.
5. Assignments, quizzes, and tests missed due to an unexcused absence must be made up, BUT may not be graded.
6. Grades are based on how well students master the core concepts and skills of the course. All graded assignment are related to course objectives. Grades each quarter will reflect regular reading quizzes, unit tests, homework, discussions, projects, and group assignments.
7. Students are expected to keep track of their grades and assignments.

· Late work will be accepted but may be marked down depending on timeliness and effort if turned in after the due date. Late work will no longer be accepted after the deadline period (each unit test).
· Re-do opportunities will exist for some assignments.

Ms. Badenski is available for help, make-up work, and questions by email anytime, and most mornings or afternoons. Please stop by any time or send an email and I will try to respond within 24 hours. If I am unavailable, I will make arrangements to meet with you another time.




ACADEMIC HONESTY:  
Students are expected to be honest and ethical in their academic work.  Academic dishonesty is defined as an intentional act of deception in one of the following areas:
· Cheating – the use or attempted use of unauthorized materials, information or study aids, including AI without teacher approcal  
· Fabrication – falsification or invention of any information  
· Assisting – helping another commit an act of academic dishonesty  
· Tampering – altering or interfering with evaluation instruments and documents  
· Plagiarism – representing the words or ideas of another person as one’s own.  
· 
**All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to Turnitin.com  

PERSONAL ELECTRONIC DEVICE POLICY:
Sault High will be phone, smartwatch, and Bluetooth earbuds free during school hours. Students are expected to place their devices on silent or turn them off and store them in their lockers. Device time will not be given as an incentive.
Consequences for not following this policy include
1st Offense:
· PED turned into office
· Parents notified
· Student picks up PED upon school dismissal
· Student will be required to turn in their device to the office for the next 5 days
2nd Offense:
· PED turned into office
· Parents notified; PED must be picked up by parents
· Student will be required to turn in their device to the office for the rest of the semester
3rd Offense:
· PED turned into office
· Student will have an out-of-school suspension
· Parent meeting will be required when student returns to school
· Student will be required to turn in their device to the office for the remainder of the school year
Refusal:
· Student refusal to turn in their device to the office will result in a suspension
· Student may return after a parent-student-admin meeting.
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Unit 1: Biological Bases of Behavior 15-25%
Unit 2: Cognition 15-25%
Unit 3: Development and Learning 15-25%
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