American Government & Civics Syllabus 2025-2026

Instructor - Mr. William Grissom (william.grissom@claibornecsd.org-best way to contact me)
Room - 544
Contact Number - 423-626-3532 (school number) Please contact me using Remind.  I will send out information using the Remind app throughout the 9 weeks
Planning - 4th Block 
Materials Needed: Cheap - Spiral Notebook (1 Subject Notebook) & Mechanical Pencils.

About me: I am a follower of Jesus Christ.  I am the husband of my wife Danielle and have three children (Adelyn, Ryle and Judah).  This is my 19th year teaching and 10th at Claiborne High.  I love to teach and interact with students.  When I’m not at school I am taking care of animals at the farm and working in my garden.
______________________________________________________________________

Grades will be computed using the following scale:
· Classwork…..30%....(Class Notes and Activities )
· Assessments…..20% (Tests and Quizzes)
· Online Homework Assignments 20% (due by Monday)
· Bellwork & Vocabulary…20% (Daily videos and vocab.)
· Final Exam…..10% 
*Most students do poorly because they don’t study for their quizzes and exams.*

______________________________________________________________________
This course will cover:

 
· Foundations of Constitutional Government - Student will explain the fundamental principles of American government, as expressed in the Constitution and other essential documents of American federalism. (2.5 weeks) (Standards 1-9)
· The Legislative Branch - Students will analyze the functions of the legislative branch of the federal government. (1.5 weeks) (Standards 10-15)
· The Executive Branch - Students will analyze the functions of the executive branch of the federal government.  (1.5 weeks) (Standards 16-18)
· The Judicial Branch - Students will analyze the functions of the judicial branch of the federal government. (1.5 weeks) (Standards 19-22)
· Civil Liberties - Students will identify various liberties that are ensured through the Constitution and analyze court cases that have impacted the ways our liberties are protected. (1 week) (Standards 23-27)
· Citizen Participation - Students will examine the responsibilities and opportunities of a citizen of the U.S. (1 week) (Standards 31-35)



RULES FOR CLASS:

· Be on Time each day.  Class begins when the bell rings.
· Be Prepared - Have your mechanical pencil and notebook.
· Review your notes at home - You can’t expect to pass if you don’t review at home.
· Be respectful - I will treat you with respect and I expect you to do the same with me and everyone else in your class.
· Be Ready to Work:  I’m here to teach you, guide you, encourage you.  I am not here to babysit.  I help those that work hard and ask questions.  I can’t help you if you don’t want to learn, understand, or try.  
PROCEDURES:
· Use the restroom during change of class, not during my class.
· Cell phones are not to be seen in my class.  Please refer to the handbook if you have questions.  Phones should be placed in the cell phone holder in the back of the room. I will take them up and give them to the office if you are using them. 
· During class instruction remain seated.  If you want to speak please raise your hand out of respect.  I will respond to you as soon as it is appropriate for me.
· Students will work until the bell rings and will be dismissed by the teacher. .
· Doors will be locked at all times once the bell rings. This is for safety reasons.
· No gum, candy, chips, food, cafeteria food are allowed to be consumed in the classroom.  Keep them in your backpack until class changes.  You may have water, soda or coffee.  No you cannot leave to get water.
By signing below you agree with the above statements and will follow them to the best of your ability/ encourage your child/student to follow them to the best of their ability.  - Mr. Grissom
Student Signature : ____________________________________________________
Parent Signature: ____________________________________________________
Parent Contact - Cell Phone: ________________________________(mother/ father/ ______)
		Email Address: ______________________________________________

