ESSENTIALS FOR PARENTS IN A HARBOR SCHOOL

Victory Charter School is committed to providing its students with the very best educational experience possible and to ensuring the safety and the overall well-being of its students, as well as the adults involved with the school. To achieve this, the support of parents/guardians/volunteers, coupled with a positive partnership between parents/guardians and the school is imperative. We value this partnership and have enjoyed a long history of supportive parents/guardians/volunteers and a high degree of mutual respect which has created a safe, calm educational environment for students.
Just as Victory Charter School students, teachers and staff have clearly-defined expectations for effective interactions with each other the same rapport is essential for Victory parents, guardians, and volunteers when interacting with the school and is consistent with the values of a Harbor School, which emphasize, among other things, respect, integrity, and care for one another. Therefore, similar to teachers, staff and students modeling positive, calm, and responsible behaviors and interactions when communicating with each other, both verbally (in person) and in writing, we expect parents, guardians and volunteers to do the same to ensure all adults in a Harbor School are modeling to students how to appropriately express and address issues and concerns – skills that are essential as they navigate their world both now and in the future. Also by doing so, the Harbor Method’s educational process, which we are pleased you have chosen as your student’s educational program, is free of disruptions, allowing our students’ school days to be full and rewarding.

In the rare occasions where parents, guardians, or volunteers are unable to carry out these essential, effective and necessary ways in which to best interact with others at the school, the administration will put into effect the section of Idaho Code that addresses parental rights and when those parental rights may be limited. (See Idaho Code 33-6001 below). 
Idaho Code:
33-6001.PARENTAL RIGHTS.(1)A student’s parent or legal guardian has the right to reasonable academic accommodation from the child’s public school. "Reasonable academic accommodation" means the school shall make its best effort to enable parents and legal guardians to exercise their rights without substantial impact to staff and resources, including employee working conditions, safety and supervision on school premises for school activities, and the efficient allocation of expenditures, while balancing the parental rights of parents and legal guardians, the educational needs of other students, the academic and behavioral impacts to a classroom, a teacher’s workload, and the assurance of the safe and efficient operations of the school.
[bookmark: _GoBack]…(9)…Visits shall not be permitted if their occurrence, duration, frequency, or conduct on campus interferes with the delivery of instruction or disrupts the normal school environment.
[The entire statute can be found at www.legislature.idaho.gov]
Specifically, if a parent, guardian or volunteer is unable to refrain from conduct which interferes with the orderly administration of Victory Charter School; disrupts the school day and/or classroom procedures schedules or activities; serves to cause fear and/or threatens the everyday calm of the school, or the sense of safety and security at our school facility or at school activities for our students, teachers, staff, other parents and guardians, or volunteers; or violates basic civility and respect towards others, Idaho Code 33-6001 may be used to limit said parent’s, guardian’s or volunteer’s access to the school and its personnel.
These expectations for effective interactions apply to communication with school personnel, students, fellow parents/guardians and school volunteers. Further, they apply when parents/guardians/volunteers are on school property, participating in any school-sponsored events, school-related events, or school-sanctioned events (i.e. field trips, sporting events, school fundraisers, school programs, etc).



To access all of Victory Charter School’s policies, or to view the school’s Non-discrimination Statement, please visit the Policies tab on the school website at www.victorycharterschool.net. The About Us and the Parent-Students tabs also have a number of valuable, informational documents to help better understand the Harbor Method and its unique and highly-successful educational program. 



