Art 1 Instructional Plan: First Semester

Course Overview
This introductory course is designed to provide students with a foundational understanding of the visual arts. We'll explore the elements of art and principles of design as the building blocks of all creative work. Through a combination of hands-on projects, sketchbook assignments, and art history discussions, students will develop technical skills in various media and learn to critically analyze and appreciate a wide range of artistic styles.
This is a high school credit course, meaning successful completion will earn students one high school fine arts credit. Students will be expected to meet high school-level standards in terms of performance, participation, and portfolio development.
Throughout the year, students will learn:
· Observation and Perception
· Creative Expression
· Historical and Cultural Relevance
· Critical Evaluation and Response 

Contact Information
Ms. Escobedo Palafox, Art 1 Instructor		
Karen.escobedo@midlandisd.net			
(432)240-2894					

Classroom Expectations
Students are expected to meet all MISD and Alamo Junior High Expectations, plus the following:
Art Class Rules & Expectations
· Preparation
· Be on time for all classes
· Follow classroom rules and procedures
· Give your best effort 
Creativity is about Growth, not Perfection
· Respect
· Follow instructions the first time they are given
· Do not interfere with the ability of any student to learn or instructor to teach
· Be excellent to and for each other - support & encourage
· No cussing or inappropriate language
· Responsibility
· Take care of your area make sure you leave it as clean and organized as you found it
· Communicate with your parents/guardians regarding art competition opportunities
· If it is not yours, don’t touch it!
· Store your work in progress in its designated area
· Treat the art room and all supplies with respect and care
· Wash anything you might’ve used that needs to be washed
· WALK, don’t run! 
· Attitude
· Be ready to work, always give your best, and be willing to try
· Absolutely no gum/food in the art room 
· Be kind to yourself and others 
· Be patient, good work takes time - small steps lead to big results 
· Take pride in your progress no matter how slow or how small - progress is progress 

It is a privilege, not a right, to be in an Alamo JHS Fine Arts elective.  Nothing less than the highest levels of effort and behavior will make this a successful year for students individually and the class as a whole.  In order to have productive classes and art contests, the following behavior/actions will not be tolerated:

· Persistent classroom disruption.
· Exhibiting an effort level counterproductive to success in the classroom.
· Abuse/destruction of school property/ other students’ work.
· Taking someone else's work and claiming it as your own. 
· Theft

The consequences for the above listed behaviors and actions:

1. Verbal warning					5. Office Referral
2. Teacher/Student Conference			6. Removal from Art 1 at the discretion of 
3. Parent contact  					    teacher/administration
4. Teacher/Student/Parent Conference 			    

Learning Objectives
Using the four core strands of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) Foundations: Observation & Perception; Creative Expression; Historical & Cultural Relevance; and Critical Evaluation & Response., students will be able to:
· Demonstrate a working knowledge of the elements of art (line, shape, form, space, color, value, and texture) and the principles of design (balance, contrast, emphasis, movement, pattern, rhythm, and unity).
· Create original artworks using a variety of materials, including drawing pencils, charcoal, paint, and clay.
· Engage in the creative process from ideation to completion, including planning, execution, and self-evaluation.
· Identify and discuss significant art movements and influential artists from different cultures and time periods.
· Develop a portfolio of their own work that showcases their artistic growth and technical proficiency.
General Course Layout
Unit 1: Combination of foundations in the Elements of Art and Principles of Design 
· Shape and Unity 
· Line and Movement 
· Color and Emphasis 
· Value and Balance 
Unit 2: Combination of foundations in the Elements of art and Principles of Design 
· Texture and Variety 
· Form and Proportion 
· Space and Rhythm 
Unit 3: Planning and Design through Drawing and Sculpture 
· Drawing techniques, still-lifes, portraiture 
· Christmas gingerbread house design 
Unit 4: Exploring Media and Techniques (Creative Expression & Perception): This unit expands on foundational skills by introducing different artistic media.
· Painting
· Printmaking 
Unit 5: Art History and Cultural Connections (Historical & Cultural Heritage)
· Art Movements
· Global Art Traditions
Unit 6: Critical Analysis and Portfolio Development (Critical Evaluation & Creative Expression)
· Critique and Evaluation
· Final Project and Portfolio

Art 1 Classroom Sketchbook and Materials  
· Will be provided by the school and paid for by a required Art Fee of $25 per semester or $50 for the school year. Each student will receive an attached Art fee form with the class syllabus that parents must sign and return back to the school.
· Sketchbooks will be used every day for bell ringers, lesson notes, practice work, and exit tickets. 
· Sketchbooks will be checked daily throughout class for mastery tracking and graded every Friday for a minor participation grade.  

Course Resources
· The Visual Experience (Third Edition) Hobbs Salome Vieth
· This is Not a Sketchbook, It’s an Art Class - book by Lauren Horn 
· Supplemental Materials as needed 

Grading Policy
According to Midland ISD Grading Policy: 
The summative evaluation of a student's grade during a recording period should be based on sufficient data collected in class in the form of various assessments. Regular and periodic assessment of student progress ensures a student has ample time for remediation.

Students must receive feedback on every graded assignment within three to seven days. Major assignments will receive feedback within ten days. Teachers will, at a minimum, communicate with students and their guardians every ten school days regarding upcoming assessments, classroom reminders, learning topics covered in class, and/or expectations. Regular communication may be electronic through the adopted Student Information System or other messaging applications. Teachers will maintain a parent communication log during each grading cycle. 

Major assignments - 60% 
Minor assignments - 40%
Semester exams count as 15% toward the final semester grade

Art Contests 
Students will be notified of any important deadlines, procedures, rules, and regulations that pertain to each art contest as information is released throughout the school year. 
· Annual Midland Fire Marshal’s Office fire prevention poster contest- fire prevention week October 5th-11th
· Midland Crime Stoppers- annual "Design the Poster" contest for students to raise awareness about their Campus Crime Stoppers program. This is a great opportunity for students to use their artistic talents to promote safety and crime prevention within their school community. The winner will receive a cash prize. 
· MISD Christmas Card- Open to all students within MISD from Elementary to High School. Students are asked to create an original design with a holiday or winter theme. The winning artwork is used on the official Christmas card sent by the school district. 
· Chalk the Block- Annual Midland TX community event involving a chalk art competition open for anyone. The deadline to join the competition is September 19, 2025. The event will take place on October 18, 2025 at the Downtown Midland/Centennial Park from 10 AM- 4 PM. 
· Craddick ornament Art contest- annual event that selects a student's artwork to be featured on a Christmas ornament for Texas House District 82, which is represented by Tom Craddick. This contest is a way to showcase the artistic talent of students in the district.
· Attendance Matters poster contest (typically takes place in the Spring semester)

V.A.S.E.
Junior High V.A.S.E. (Visual Arts Scholastic Event) is a statewide art competition for middle school students in Texas. It's a fantastic opportunity for young artists to showcase their talents, develop their skills, and receive recognition for their work. How does it work? 
· Artwork Submission: Students can typically enter up to two original works of art. The artwork must adhere to specific rules regarding size, materials, and presentation (e.g., proper matting or mounting).
· Adjudication Process: At the event, students participate in an interview with a juror who evaluates both the artwork and the student's ability to discuss it. The artwork is rated on a four-point scale.
· Recognition: Students who receive the highest rating (a "4") are awarded a medal. A small percentage of these top-rated works may be further recognized with a Platinum Medal, which is the highest honor.
Rules & Regulations
· Originality: All submitted artwork must be the original creation of the student. Plagiarism is a serious offense and will result in disqualification. This includes copying published images, using licensed characters, or tracing. Evidence must be presented of the students' work through rough drafts and pictures of their process. 
· Academic Eligibility: Students must be academically eligible on the day of the event (students must maintain passing grades in all courses), in accordance with the UIL "No Pass/No Play" rules.
· Artwork Specifications: There are specific size and weight limits for both 2D and 3D artwork. For example, 2D pieces must be no larger than 24" x 36" (including the mat), and 3D pieces must be no larger than 24" x 24" x 36" and weigh no more than 50 pounds.
· Presentation: All artwork must be properly prepared for judging and display, with specific requirements for matting, mounting, and protecting the pieces during transport.
Date and Location for 2026 (until further notice) 
· Date: TBD
· Location: TBD
· Students will be instructed when and how to register for V.A.S.E. throughout the fall semester. 

*Calendars will be made available to you and your student all year long.  We will do everything in our power to stay true to the original calendar.  If there are any changes, they will be communicated as soon as we know them in every way possible. *

Schoolwide System of Communication
· MISD Email
· School Phone 
· Google Classroom 
· Skyward 
