2025-26 Physics Syllabus

Instructor:
· Name: Jay Wilson
· Email: jay.wilson@claibornecsd.org 
· Office Hours: 5th block or by appointment

Course Description
Physics is essentially an investigation and study leading to the understanding of two (2) basic concepts, matter and energy. Principles, laws, and knowledge of physics are acquired by using the tools of mathematics and science in the classroom and laboratory. The major topics studied include: linear and circular motion; heat; electricity; magnetism; wave motion; sound; and light. 

Units of Study
The units of study for Physics are modeled after the TN Academic Standards for Science (https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/stateboardofeducation/documents/massivemeetingsfolder/meetingfiles4/10-20-17_III_J_Non-Substantive_Changes_to_Math_ELA__Science_Standards_Attachment_3_-_Science.pdf) and the Next Generation Science Standards (http://www.nextgenscience.org/search-standards?keys=&tid%5B%5D=107&tid_3%5B%5D=97 ) for Physical Sciences.

Claiborne County High School
Physics
Required Materials:
· Notebook or Binder (recommended)
· Pencils/erasers

· School-issued Chromebooks (required) will be used often during this class.  Students are expected to bring their school-issued Chromebook with them fully charged everyday.  Failure to bring your Chromebook/not having it charged may result in a zero on the assignment for that day.


Grading
Grading for the course will follow the CHS guidelines on grading:
A   90 - 100%		D  60 - 69%
B   80 - 89%	  	F   0 - 59%
C   70 - 79%

Additionally, the Quarterly grades will be calculated based on the following percentages:
· Tests: 40% 
· Quizzes: 25%
· Labs and Projects: 20%
· Classwork/Homework:  10% 

Evaluations of student understanding will include, but are not limited to: tests, quizzes, assessments, laboratory reports (both formal and informal) and projects to be completed outside of class. 

Quizzes may or may not be announced, so students should be prepared by asking questions if they do not understand something. We will be using the textbooks to take guided notes as well as those in the students notebook.  All assessments, quizzes and tests, will be cumulative in nature, so be sure to continue to review prior topics that have been covered in each chapter. Tests will typically be announced two days prior to the day that it is given.  If a student is absent on the day of the test or quiz, they will make it up on their next day back in class. Exceptions will be made at the discretion of the instructor.

All steps in solving any math problem must be shown, answers only are not sufficient. Credit will not be given for problems that have answers only and no work.  Partial credit for work is available, depending on the level of understanding displayed by the work presented. Cheating of any kind is not tolerable and results in a zero grade, for both the individual cheating and the student allowing their work to be copied.

Any Extra Credit offered is at the sole discretion of the instructor. Exceptions to this policy may be made on a case-by-case basis. Additional credit may be granted by the instructor based on classroom participation and performance. Non-active students will not be offered opportunities for extra credit to improve their grades; extra credit options will be only available to students who complete their work on a timely basis and whose mandatory assignments are completed.

Graded work will be filed and available for the students to view upon request.  Progress reports will be sent every three weeks, and report cards will be sent every nine weeks.  If the student or parent/guardian should have any questions regarding current grades, please contact Mr Wilson directly.

Attendance:
If a student has an Excused Absence, they will be solely responsible to gather the work that they have missed and complete it. They will have the same number of days to complete the work that their excused absence is for;  i.e. if the student was absent for one day, they will have one day to turn in missing work.  Likewise, if they were absent three days, they will receive three days to turn in their missing work.  After the allotted number of days, points will be deducted, in accordance with the Late Assignment conditions above.
	
A student with an Unexcused Absence may not be allowed to submit missed work. The instructor maintains the right to deny any makeup work to students with an unexcused absence. 
In the event that the student is Tardy, the rules and policies outlined in the School Handbook will apply, in addition to the Participation/Attendance grade listed above.  
 
Classroom Expectations	
· Be prepared to begin work when the bell rings.
· Do not be disruptive during class time.
· Ask relevant questions and try your best.
· Respect other students

Electronic Devices
The Claiborne County Board of Education Policy will be followed. For the complete policy, please see the Student Handbook.  Non-approved electronic devices, including, but not limited to: cellular phones, smart watches, hand-held gaming consoles, school-issued Chromebooks not being used for class purposes, or any device that makes noise or is otherwise disruptive to the learning environment, will be confiscated, per district policy, and turned over to administration.  

Restroom
Students are given ample time between classes, so disruption should be kept to a minimum. Only one (1) student at a time will be allowed out of the classroom at a time.  

Food and Drinks
Snacks and drinks are a privilege in the classroom. As long as students clean up after themselves, food and drink will be allowed in the classroom.  If cleaning up becomes a problem, the privilege can be revoked either for the individual or for the entire class.

All rules that are in the Student Code of Conduct and School Handbook apply in this classroom as well.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 
jay.wilson@claibornecsd.org 


























*The Claiborne County School System does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age in its educational programs, activities or employment policies and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.  Inquiries regarding compliance on the non-discrimination policies should be directed to 504/Title IX Coordinator at (423)626-7979.
Safety in the Laboratory

1. Always obtain your teacher's permission to begin a lab.
2. Study the procedure before beginning any experiment. If you have questions, ask your teacher. Be sure you understand all safety symbols shown.
3. Use the safety equipment provided for you. Goggles and a laboratory apron should be worn when any lab calls for using chemicals.
4. If you are heating a test tube, always slant it so the mouth points away from you and others.
5. Never eat or drink in the lab. Never inhale chemicals. Do not taste any substance or draw any material into your mouth.
6. If you spill any chemical, immediately wash it off with water. Report the spill immediately to your teacher.
7. Know the location and proper use of the fire extinguisher, safety shower, fire blanket, first aid kit, and fire alarm.
8. Keep all materials away from open flames.
9. If a fire should break out in the lab, or if your clothing should catch fire, smother it with a fire blanket or a coat, or get under a safety shower. NEVER RUN.
10. Report any accident or injury, no matter how small, to your teacher.

Follow these procedures as you clean up your work area.
1. Turn off the water and gas. Disconnect electrical devices.
2. Return materials to their places.
3. Dispose of chemicals and other materials as directed by your teacher. Place broken glass and solid substances in the proper containers. Never discard materials in the sink.
4. Clean your work area.
5. Wash your hands thoroughly

	First Aid in the Laboratory

	Injury
	Safe response

	Burns
	Apply cold water. Call your teacher immediately.

	Cuts and bruises
	Stop any bleeding by applying direct pressure. Cover cuts with a clean dressing. Apply cold compresses to bruises. Call your teacher immediately.

	Fainting
	Leave the person lying down. Loosen any tight clothing and keep crowds away. Call your teacher immediately.

	Foreign matter in eye
	Flush with plenty of water. Use an eyewash bottle or fountain.

	Poisoning
	Note the suspected poisoning agent and call your teacher immediately.

	Any spills on skin
	Flush with large amounts of water or use safety shower., Call your teacher



Safety Contract

I, _______________________________________ have read and understand the safety rules and first aid information listed above. I recognize my responsibility and pledge to observe all safety rules in the science classroom at all times.
______________________________________________     ______________________
Student Signature							             Date
 After reading and understanding the above information, please complete this page and return it to Mr Wilson by 
*Friday, August 15th*

Student Portion

By signing below, I am stating that I have read and understood all of the information for Mr Wilson’s Physics class.  I agree to follow and adhere to all of this information.  I understand that Mr Wilson has the right to adjust the syllabus to meet changing conditions.  

Student Name: ______________________________


Student Signature: ___________________________     


Parent/Guardian Portion

By signing below, I am stating that I have read and understood all of the information for Mr Wilson’s Physics class.  I understand that Mr Wilson has the right to adjust the syllabus to meet changing conditions.  The Remind App will be used often; please check your Remind App regularly.   

Parent/Guardian Name: ______________________________


Parent/Guardian Signature: ___________________________     

Parent/Guardian Email Address: _______________________

Parent/Guardian Phone Number(s): _________________________

Please leave any other information you would like me to know about your student in the space below.  You can also email information to me at jay.wilson@claibornecsd.org 



