[bookmark: _uz01zxy4kkk0]AI Use Decision Tree: “Should I Use AI for This?”
Use this flowchart to guide your thinking when planning to use AI in your teaching. It helps ensure alignment with the school’s policy and instructional goals.
Step 1: What is the purpose of AI in this assignment?
· ✅ Appropriate Uses: Supporting research, brainstorming, summarization, translation, accessibility tools, personalized feedback.
· ⚠️ Caution: Assisting with content generation, idea expansion, or formatting—should be reviewed carefully for originality and alignment with learning objectives.
· 🚫 Avoid: Directly replacing student work (e.g., writing full essays, solving math problems, completing projects). If the tool requires the use of PII, has it been approved for district use?
Step 2: Will AI enhance learning rather than replace critical thinking?
· ✅ YES: AI is used as a supplementary tool to encourage deeper learning, reflection, or analysis.
· ⚠️ MAYBE: AI is used to generate content or provide structure—requires oversight to ensure students engage meaningfully with the material.
· 🚫 NO: AI performs the cognitive work students should be doing themselves.
Step 3: Are students aware AI is part of the process?
· ✅ YES: Transparency builds trust and models ethical technology use. Consider guiding students in responsible AI use.
· ⚠️ PARTIALLY: AI is used but not disclosed—evaluate whether this impacts student engagement or expectations.
· 🚫 NO: Hidden AI use may lead to misunderstandings about effort, learning, and authenticity.
Step 4: Does AI use comply with academic integrity policies?
· ✅ YES: AI supports the learning process and does not undermine the intent of the assignment.
· ⚠️ UNCLEAR: AI-generated work needs verification to ensure originality and alignment with expectations.
· 🚫 NO: AI-generated work violates plagiarism rules or academic honesty policies.
Step 5: Does AI use align with school policies?
· ✅ YES: Approved tools are used responsibly and ethically.
· ⚠️ RESTRICTED: AI tools need review or approval before classroom implementation.
· 🚫 NO: AI use contradicts school guidelines or data privacy standards.
Final Decision:
· If ALL responses are ✅ → AI can be integrated responsibly into the assignment.
· If there are ⚠️ → Adjust the assignment or clarify expectations before proceeding.
· [bookmark: _985wqptrcrcu]If any 🚫 → Reconsider the AI’s role and modify the approach to prioritize student learning.
[bookmark: _ox6uba9wahd3]Quick Reminders:
· AI should save time — not replace your professional judgment

· Review everything. Edit everything. Own the final product

· If you’re unsure, ask your coach, curriculum lead, or tech integrator
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