

BIOLOGY I SYLLABUS
Fall Semester 2025
Johnson County High School

Mrs. S. Sirrena Wiggins
Office Phone:  423-727-2620
Email:  swiggins@jocoed.net

Parents and students: please review this syllabus carefully. It contains important information about course grades and behavior expectations. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Biology I is a sophomore level class in which students are 
introduced to a variety of topics in Life Science including cells, life interdependence, heredity, and biodiversity and change.  The content of this course will be covered through lecture, in-class practice, projects, and hands-on activities ('labs').   The aim of this course is to give students a better understanding and appreciation for the life sciences as well as help each student develop inquiry skills that allow them to think scientifically. 


STUDENT OUTCOMES:  Students will be expected to take an End of Course exam upon 
                                              completion of the course.  The score on the EOC will count as a 
                                              portion of the student’s Final Grade.

TEXT:  BSCS Biology - Understanding for Life, Kendal Hunt Publishing
	     and/or:
	    On-line articles on Khan Academy and cK-12
	    Mastery Connect 
                Science modeling concepts from the American Teachers Modeling Association that 
[bookmark: _heading=h.ev9luvbaqdys]                follows the TN and NGSS science standards.


ONLINE LEARNING PLATFORM:  Google Classroom


MATERIALS:  Provided by District this year.


CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR: These are the behaviors that students are expected to exhibit in 
                                                    class: 

· Have class materials ready to use 
· Follow instructions for turning in assignments 
· Listen carefully to directions and follow them 
· Be ready to think–participate–learn! 


Tardy Policy:

1st offense:  Verbal Warning 
2nd offense:  Written Warning
3rd and subsequent offenses:  ISS 

Hall Passes: Students must receive SmartPass permission to leave during class time. Smart Pass hall passes through the online system must be used.  

Classroom Rules: 
1) Students are expected to take responsibility for learning. BE PREPARED!
2) Students are expected to respect the rights of others. BE RESPECTFUL!
3) Students are expected to treat property with respect. YOU BREAK IT, YOU BUY IT!
4) Students are expected to act in a safe and healthy way. KEEP YOUR HANDS TO YOURSELF!
5) Students are expected to follow the rules in the Parent/Student Handbook in this classroom. 
            
Consequences will be applied according to the school district’s discipline policies and procedures for those students who will not be respectful of the behavior expectations. 
 
Cell Phones and electronic devices:
 
Cell phones are not only distractions in the classroom but also a means to provide students with the opportunity to share information with others during tests and activities.  Although peer collaboration is something I wish to encourage and foster, it is only within reason.  Many of the labs and activities that your child will participate in are messy and include water and other liquids that could possibly damage these often expensive devices.  We will follow the Tennessee mandated cell phone policies & Johnson County School District Cell Phone Policy, in this classroom.  

A classroom set of Chromebooks is available for student use as well as calculators.  However, students may bring their own laptops, if they choose.

ACADEMIC GRADES: Grades are based on total points accumulated on quizzes, tests, homework, class assignments, class participation, and projects.   If students receive a failing grade on an assignment, they have the opportunity to correct their mistakes and then retake the failed assessment.  Students may retake assignments during lunch, after school, or during Saturday School hours.  

Extra credit: 

Special extra credit assignments are not available. Students should earn their grades based on the regular course work.  However, extra credit may be available through participation in after school tutoring sessions.
 


Makeup work: Students are expected to complete assignments that are done even if they are not at school.  Arrangements can be made with the instructor for completion of these assignments or the possibility of an alternative assignment is also an option. 

Time for Time:  As per the past and newly implemented time-for-time policy, students are permitted 4 missed classes (excused or unexcused) before being required to make up seat time.  If all work is completed and the student is passing the course with an acceptable grade, discussions of T4T requirements can be discussed on an individual basis.  Students can make up time before or after school as well as during Saturday school.

Tutoring Opportunities:  I am available for before school or after school tutoring by appointment.  Any student who wishes or requires tutoring can set up an appointment.  A 24-48 hours notice is preferable. 

Semester Grades and Evaluations: Nine weeks and semester grades are calculated as percentages using a scale of   100 - 90% = A   
                            89% - 80% = B
                            79% - 70% = C 
                           69%  - 60 %= D
                            59% -  0%  = F

Grades will be weighted as follows:

	Tests and Quizzes:  25%
            Classwork:  20%
            Labs and Models:  20%
            Projection Achievement/Homework:  20%
            Participation:  15%          

COMPUTERS, INTERNET & E-MAIL: In order for students to access the Internet or use e-mail, a signed Acceptable Use Policy form must be on file in the office. Computers and iPads with Internet access are available in the classroom and will be used often. Students must have teacher permission to use the computers or the Internet, and will be held strictly accountable for their behavior.  There will be no tolerance for unauthorized or inappropriate use of computers, Internet or e-mail.











Please sign and return by Friday August 8th, 2025

Student Name (printed)




Student Signature




Parent Signature





Parent Contact Info:

Phone:  ______________________________________________________________________

Preferred time to call:  ___________________________________________________________

E-mail: ______________________________________________________________________
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