Johnson City Schools 
School Attendance Requirements
2025-2026 

1. It is essential that each student be present every day school is in session.  Research indicates there is a direct correlation between school attendance and success in school.  We believe it is important to expect and to assist students in being in school and on time.  Students who are present at school derive maximum benefit from the instructional program and develop habits of punctuality, self-discipline, and responsibility.

2. Appointments should be scheduled outside of the school day, when possible, and vacations during the appointed breaks.

3. The implementation of the Progressive Truancy Intervention Plan will begin after five (5) unexcused absences:
a. Tier 1–System-wide preventative action-communication from school regarding attendance, automated notifications to parents on every absence, home visits, community awareness, and school-wide incentives for good attendance. 
b. Tier 2-The student has acquired five unexcused absences-a meeting is held at the school with parent/guardian, student, and school attendance team. An attendance contract is created with strategies to improve student attendance.
c. Tier 3-The student continues to accumulate unexcused absences-The student is referred to Johnson City Schools’ Truancy Board. The case will be reviewed and appropriate community-based referrals will be made, such as counseling, parenting classes, in-home services, etc.
If the student has further unexcused absences or fails to comply with the contract after progressing to Tier 3, a petition is filed with Juvenile Court.
If the parent/student refuses to participate in any part of the plan, the process will stop and a truancy petition is filed.

4. A student must be in school for 3 hours and 31 minutes to be considered present for the day.

5. If a student is not feeling well, they are allowed five (5) absences per year, without going to a doctor.  A written parent note is required upon the student returning to school.
a. After the allowed five (5) parent note days, a doctor/dentist note is required for additional absences.

6. Parents should call the school by 9:00 a.m. when their child will be absent.  After an absence, our policy requires that a written excuse from the parent, or a doctor’s excuse, be sent to the office the day the child returns to school.

7. A student is allowed three (3) parent request days per year.  The principal must approve parent request days.

8. Johnson City School Board Policy 6.200 states “Upon recommendation of the principal, students in grades K-8 who are absent more than twenty (20) days may not be promoted to the next grade. All absences, excused or unexcused, are counted in the maximum number of days that may be missed during a session or school year.”
