College English 
Summer Reading Assignment 2025

College English 105 is a writing course which studies effective writing strategies and focuses on the writing process. One of our earliest papers is a compare/contrast essay, in which you are required to read two novels and compare two similar ideas and contrast two different ideas throughout both texts. Because the beginning of the year is busy and students don’t give each book the time it deserves, I am making one of the novels a required reading in the summer. You will be reading Khaled Hosseini’s novel A Thousand Splendid Suns. As you read, keep a notebook where you can record what happens in each chapter (a bulleted list will make your life easier!). You will need to reference this when you are assigned your paper. I will be assigning an in-class essay during the first few days of school based on your reading. 

As a warning, this book is probably not your best beach read. Most students really enjoy it, but some of the content is disturbing. 

BE ADVISED: Any student who transfers into the course within the drop/add period will be required to read this novel and will be given one week to do so. 

You are responsible for purchasing this novel. It is selling for approximately $10 on Amazon. However, you could also check out the Tamaqua Public Library for copies. 

· ISBN-10 ‏ : ‎ 159448385X
· ISBN-13 ‏ : ‎ 978-1594483851


We will be reading other novels throughout the course of the year that you are responsible for purchasing as well. More information will be provided in the future about those books. 


Happy reading!
