Criminology vs. Criminal Justice
	
	Criminal Justice
	Criminology

	Asks the question of
	… how the criminal justice system operates.
	… why someone engages in criminal behavior and/or why crime rates differ across time and place.

	Focus is on
	… the practical aspects or mechanics of the three components of the criminal justice system, which include:
· law enforcement,
· the courts, and 
· corrections

	… the scientific study of human behavior and societal institutions in relation to the causes of crimes and criminal behavior which include:
· psychological,
· sociological,
· economic,
· and environmental factors

	Understand
	… the structure, function, and processes of institutions in the criminal justice system.
	… the how, why, when, and where of crime.

	Specialized knowledge
	… in procedures, protocols, and methods used in investigating, arresting, and prosecuting criminal offenders. 

	… in explanations for why crime occurs and who is more likely to commit crime. These insights help create effective policies and procedures to address, intervene, and prevent crime.

	Career paths include

	· Police officers and detectives
· Correctional officers
· Prison Wardens

	· Law enforcement such as police officer, DEA agent, FBI agent, ATF agent, Homeland Security agent
· Lawyer (with additional law school required)
· Researcher (may require additional graduate school)
· Criminal justice system personnel such as Correctional officer, Classifications officer, Probation or Parole officer, Pre-trial or Diversion officer, or Reentry case manager, or Jury consultant
· Criminal profiling or Forensic psychology (requires either a Ph.D. or a Psy.D. with a specialization in forensics)
· Non-profit organization personnel such as Vera Institute
· Government agency employee, such as an Analyst for the Department of Justice or the Department of Homeland Security
· Community employee such as a Community planner
· Working with youth in the Juvenile Justice System or at-risk-youth

	*Advantage of a Criminology degree compared to a Criminal Justice degree is that Criminology offers a wider range of careers in the private sector, law enforcement, and the criminal justice system



