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ELA 8

	Week
	Unit Name 
(Topic)
	Lesson
	Objectives
	Standards and Eligible Content
	Resources
	Assessments
	Vocab

	10 Weeks




	The Art of Suspense

How do authors create suspense, and why are we drawn to it?
	“Button, Button” by Richard Matheson
(short story
	Students will analyze how an author builds suspense through point of view and conflict between characters.

Students will write a strong evidence-based response and a strong claim.

Students will reference evidence in discussion to build on or challenge others’ ideas.
	CC.1.3.8.I
E08.A-V.4.1.1
CC.1.3.8.J
E08.A-V.4.1.1
E08.A-V.4.1.2
CC.1.3.8.K
CC.1.2.8.A
CC.1.2.8.B
CC.1.2.8.J
E08.B-V.4.1.1
E08.B-V.4.1.2
CC.1.2.8.K
E08.B-V.4.1.1
CC.1.2.8.L
CC.1.3.8.D
E08.A-C.2.1.1
CC.1.3.8.A
E08.A-K.1.1.2
CC.1.3.8.B
E08.A-K.1.1.1
CC.1.3.8.C
E08.A-K.1.1.3
CC.1.3.8.G
CC.1.5.8.A
CC.1.5.8.B
E08.D.1.1.1
E08.D.1.2.3
E08.E.1.1.1
E08.E.1.1.2 E08.E.1.1.3 E08.E.1.1.4
E08.E.1.1.5
E08.E.1.1.6
CC.1.4.8.S
E08.E.1.1-6
CC.1.4.8.T
CC.1.4.8.U
CC.1.4.8.X

	“Button, Button” by Richard Matheson

“Moral Machines: How Culture Changes Values” YouTube

“The Joneses” YouTube

“Button, Button (Twilight Zone)” School Tube
	Socratic Seminar

Comprehension Questions

Text Dependent Questions

Text Dependent Writing Short Answer Prompts

Literary Analysis Essay

Comprehension Quiz

Vocabulary Quiz

Grammar Quiz

Unit Assessment
	Socratic Seminar
Discussion
Theme
Central idea
Point of view
Narrative point of view
Suspense 
Irony 
Dramatic irony
Situational irony
Verbal irony
Foreshadowing 
Characterization
Setting
Conflict
Resolution
Claim
Thesis
Relevant evidence
Reasoning 
Ethos
Logos
Pathos
Rhetoric
Argument
Thesis
Context
Genial
Acquire
Intrigue
Justify
Moral
Ruthless
Vindictive
Begrudge
Ethical
Conventional
Universal
Repress
Eccentric
Contempt
Bliss
Console
Exasperate
Hospitality
Placid
Bewilder
Weary
Congeal
Diligence
Taut
Meticulous 
Repress
Genuine
Eccentric
Impulsive
Authentic
Proposition
Contemptuous
Placid
Bewilder
Instinct
Peculiar
Frantic
Congeal
Corpse
Weary
Meticulous
Disoriented
Mutilate
Taut
Clandestine
Timid
Dissimulation
Sagacity
Supposition
Suavity
Audacity
Vehemently
Sententious
Discontent
Tumult
Interminable
Pallid
Oppressive
Iridescent
Apprehensive
Loquacious
Equipoise
Infinitesimal
Irresolute
Empathy
Humility
Cognitive
Conjure
Intolerable
Competence





	
	
	“Lamb to Slaughter” by Roald Dahl 
(short story)


	Students read to analyze how an author builds suspense through dramatic irony
	
	“Lamb to Slaughter” by Roald Dahl 

Pre-reading activity Common Lit

“Lamb to the Slaughter” from Tales of the Unexpected (YouTube)

	
	

	
	
	“Ruthless” by William DeMille (short story)


	Students read to analyze how an author develops suspense through characters’ different points of view, conflict, and dramatic irony.
	
	“Ruthless” by William DeMille

“Psychology of Revenge” YouTube

“What is Justice” YouTube
	
	

	
	
	“Lather and Nothing Else” by Hernando Tellez 
(short story)



	Students will read to determine how an author uses internal conflict to develop suspense.
	
	“Lather and Nothing Else” by Hernando Tellez 

“Is Revenge More Bitter Than Sweet?” YouTube

“Would You Sacrifice One Person to Save Five?” TED ED

	
	

	
	
	“The Tell-Tale Heart” by Edgar Allan Poe (short story)


	Students will analyze how an author builds suspense through point of view and setting.
	
	“The Tell-Tale Heart” by Edgar Allan Poe (short story)

“Stress for Success” by Alison Pearce Stevens


	
	

	
	
	“The Cone” by H.G. Wells (short story)
	Students will analyze how an author develops suspense through point of view, setting, and conflict.
	
	“The Cone” by H.G. Wells


	
	

	
	
	“The Psychology of Suspense” by R.J. Jacobs
(informational text)
	Students will analyze the development of key concepts by examining the role of particular paragraphs and sentences
	
	“The Psychology of Suspense” by R.J. Jacobs
(informational text)
	
	




	
10 Weeks
	
Conveying Courage

What is courage? How do writers share their messages of courage?
	“Letter from Fredrick Douglass to Harriet Tubman” by Frederick Douglass (letter)
	Students will analyze the development of a central idea by examining the role of particular sentences.

Students will include important context about the writer in TDA.


	CC.1.2.8.C
E08.B-K.1.1.3
CC.1.2.8.D
E08.B-C.2.1.1
CC.1.2.8.F
E08.B-V.4.1.1
E08.B-V.4.1.2
E08.B-C.2.1.3
CC.1.3.8.F
E08.A-C.2.1.3
E08.A-V.4.1.1
E08.A-V.4.1.2
CC.1.3.8.G
CC.1.3.8.A
E08.A-K.1.1.2
CC.1.2.8.J-L
CC.1.3.8.C
E08.A-K.1.1.3
CC.1.5.8.E
CC.1.5.8.G
CC.1.5.9-10.D
CC.1.4.8.S
E08.E.1.1-6
CC.1.4.8.T
CC.1.4.8.U
CC.1.4.8.X

	“Letter from Fredrick Douglass to Harriet Tubman” by Frederick Douglass

“The Sit-in Movement” by ushistory.org

	Socratic Seminar

Comprehension Questions

Text Dependent Questions

Text Dependent Writing Short Answer Prompts

Literary Analysis Essay
Poem Prompt

Comprehension Quiz

Vocabulary Quiz

Grammar Quiz

Unit Assessment
	Context
Theme
Extended metaphor
Tone
Mood 
Characterization
Imagery
Juxtaposition
Figurative Language
Repetition
Poetic structure
Rhyme scheme
Free verse
Near rhyme
Rhythm
Sonnet 
Counterclaim
Rhetorical question 
Line
Stanza
Line Break
Stanza Break
Speaker
Beseech 
Command
Deter
Dispel
Embark
Falter
Illusion
Improbable
Inflict
Oppressed
Multitude
Testimony
Unconquerable
Wrath
Loom
Menace
Strait
Grope
Shroud
Thee/thou/thy
Crusade
Tyranny
Propulsion
Celestial
Alloy
Crucial
Indulge
Breed
Imprint
Haughty
Bear




	
	
	“Invictus” by William Ernest Henley (poem)
	Students analyze how poetic structure and figurative language develop theme.
	
	“Invictus” by William Ernest Henley

“Sea Fever” by John Masefield (poem)


	
	

	
	
	“Sonnet” by James Weldon Johnson (poem)
	Students will learn how imagery and juxtaposition develop a theme of a poem
	
	“Sonnet” by James Weldon Johnson (poem)

“James Weldon Johnson” YouTube
	
	

	
	
	“General Eisenhower’s Order of the Day” by General Dwight D. Eisenhower (historical document)
	Students analyze the development of a central idea by examining an author’s word choice.
	
	“General Eisenhower’s Order of the Day” by General Dwight D. Eisenhower


	
	

	
	
	“JFK’s ‘Race to Space’ Speech” (excerpted) by President John F. Kennedy (speech)
	Students analyze the development of a central idea by examining an author’s use of figurative language.
	
	“JFK’s ‘Race to Space’ Speech” (excerpted) by President John F. Kennedy
	
	

	
	
	“A Litany for Survival” by Audre Lorde (poem)
	Students analyze how word choice, repetition, and figurative language develop theme.
	
	“A Litany for Survival” by Audre Lorde
	
	

	
	
	“Still I Rise” by Maya Angelou (poem)
	Students analyze how figurative language, repetition, and a shift in poetic structure develop theme.
	


	“Still I Rise” by Maya Angelou

“We Wear the Mask” by Paul Laurence Dunbar
	
	



	6 Weeks
	The Outsiders
Realistic Fiction
	Chapters 1-3
	Students will analyze how particular dialogue or incidents in a story propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

Students will use direct and indirect characterization to analyze characters.

	CC.1.3.8.C
E08.A-K.1.1.3
CC.1.3.8.A
E08.A-K.1.1.2
CC.1.3.8.B
E08.A-K.1.1.1
CC.1.3.8.D
E08.A-C.2.1.1
CC.1.3.8.G
CC.1.3.8.1
E08.A-V.4.1.1
CC.1.3.8.J
E08.A-V.4.1.2
CC.1.3.8.K
CC.1.3.8.E
E08.A-C.2.1.2
CC.1.3.8.H
E08.A-C.3.1.1
CC.1.5.8.A
CC.1.5.8.B
CC.1.5.8.D
CC.1.5.8.E
CC.1.5.8.F
CC.1.5.8.G
CC.1.5.8.C
CC.1.2.8.E
CC.1.2.8.G
CC.1.2.8.H
CC.1.2.8.I
CC.1.4.8.S
E08.E.1.1-6
CC.1.4.8.T
CC.1.4.8.U
CC.1.4.8.X
CC.1.4.8.V
CC.1.4.8.W
	“We Real Cool” by Gwendolyn Brooks

“Herd Behavior” 

“Self-Concept” by Saul McLeod

“Nothing Gold Can Stay” by Robert Frost

“What Love Isn’t” by Yrsa Daley-Ward

“Healing ‘Brick City’: A Newark Doctor Returns Home by NPR

“Of Revenge” by Sir Francis Bacon

“IF” by Rudyard Kipling

“Can Murder Be Justified?”

West Side Story (clips)

The Outsiders (movie)
	Socratic Seminar

Comprehension Questions

Text Dependent Questions

Text Dependent Writing Short Answer Prompts

Literary Analysis Essay

Comprehension Quiz

Vocabulary Quiz

Various Projects

Journal Prompts

Writing Tasks

Video Journals

Unit Assessment
	Direct Characterization
Indirect Characterization
Static
Dynamic
Flat 
Round
Inference
Text Evidence
Analyze
Foreshadowing
Symbolism
Allusion
Idiom
Metaphor
Dialogue
Plot
Conflict
Climax
Rising Action
Exposition
Flashback
Suspense
Irony
Identity
Disgrace
Madras
Muttered
Cowlick
Reckless
Bawl
Quivering
Unfathomable
Rarities
Savvy
Roguishly
Winced
Incredulous
Scowled
Nonchalantly
Scatterbrained
Shanghai
Heaters
Gallantly
Aloofness
Ornery
Elite
Dumbfounded
Cunning
Unceasingly
Apprehensive
Defiance
Ruefully
Reformatory
Premonition
Groggy
Reluctantly
Imploringly
Sullenly
Quavering
Eluded
Vital
Indignant
Hauled
Surveyed
Bewilderment
Conviction
Tangle
Hesitation
Plasma
Hysterics
Mimicking
Radiates
Drawled
Recurring
Aghast
Exploits
Contemptuously
Numbly
Faltered
Resemblance
Divert
Doggedly
Mortal
Grimacing
Affectionately
Superiority
Menace
Conformity
Stifled
Leery
Contempt
Agony
Stupor
Vaguely
Delirious
Clad
Idolized
Lynching
Acquitted
Composition
Veered
Vast 

	
	
	Chapters 4-6
	Students will analyze the impact of the point of view and setting while connecting to the mood of the novel.

Students will analyze poetry connections by justifying their opinions in relation to the setting of the novel.

Students will compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing structure contributes to its meaning.

Students will determine the theme or central idea of the text and analyze its development over the course of the text.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Chapters 7-9
	Students analyze key elements of the plot.

Students will cite textual evidence that strongly supports an analysis of the major conflicts.

Students will delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Chapters 10-12
	Students will analyze the extent to which a filmed production stays faithful to or departs from the text.

Students will engage in a range of collaborative discussions.


	
	
	
	



	10 Weeks
	Not that Different

How does “othering” affect individuals and humanity in general? What does the way a person treats others reveal about them?
	“The Star Beast” by Nicholas Stuart Gray (short story)
	Students will analyze how an author uses point of view and dramatic irony to develop mood and theme.

Students will use precise verbs in your reasoning.

Students will revise writing structure for clarity.

Students will reference textual evidence to build on and connect ideas in discussion.
	CC.1.3.8.D
E08.C.2.1.1
CC.1.3.8.K
CC.1.3.8.J
E08.A-V.4.1.1
E08.A-V.4.1.2
CC.1.3.8.I
E08.A-V.4.1.1
CC.1.2.8.A
E08.B-K.1.1.2
CC.1.2.8.B
E08.B-K.1.1.1
CC.1.2.8.C
E08.B-K.1.1.3
CC.1.2.8.E
E08.B-C.2.1.2
CC.1.2.8.F
E08.B-V.4.1.1-2
E08.B-C.2.1.3
CC.1.2.8.G
CC.1.2.8.H
E08.B-C..1.1
CC.1.2.8.J-I
E08.B-V.4.1.1-2
CC.1.3.8.F
E08.A-C.2.1.3
E08.A-V.4.1.1-2
CC.1.3.8.C
E08.A-K.1.1.3
CC.1.5.8.A
CC.1.5.8.B
CC.1.5.8.D
CC.1.5.8.E
CC.1.5.8.G
CC.1.4.8.S
E08.E.1.1-6
CC.1.4.8.T
CC.1.4.8.U
CC.1.4.8.X
	“The Star Beast” by Nicholas Stuart Gray (short story)

“The Loneliest Whale in the World” YouTube

“What Happens When Captive Animals Are Released?” YouTube
	Socratic Seminar

Comprehension Questions

Text Dependent Questions

Text Dependent Writing Short Answer Prompts

Literary Analysis Essay

Comprehension Quiz

Vocabulary Quiz

Grammar Quiz

Unit Assessment
	Dialogue
Diction
Point of view 
Diction
Dramatic irony
Mood 
Theme
Abominable
Endorse
Hoax
Melancholy
Mystify
Resolve
Sinister
Tedious
Bias
Cower
Dehumanize
Entrench
Exclude
Loathe
Negate
Wary
Tend
Prod
Menagerie
Sage
Refuge
Inflammable
Canopy
Sought
Draggled
Dreary
Acquisition
Perceive
Exploit
Marginalized
Intolerance
Overt
Cohesion
Arbitrary
Internalize
Authoritarian
Insurmountable
Othering
Idealistic
Militant
Croak 
Surrogate



	
	
	“What is Othering” by Kendra Gray (non-fictions)
	Students will analyze how the author creates connections between ideas to develop a central argument.
	
	“What is Othering” by Kendra Gray (non-fictions)

	
	

	
	
	“McCarthy, Communists, and ‘Enemies from Within’” by Adrienne Favors (non-fiction)
	Students will analyze how an author uses diction and specific details to create mood.
	
	“McCarthy, Communists, and ‘Enemies from Within’” by Adrienne Favors (non-fiction)
	
	

	
	
	“A Short Note to My Very Critical and Well-Beloved Friends and Comrades” by June Jordan (poem)
	Students will analyze how diction and structure develop the speaker’s tone.
	
	“A Short Note to My Very Critical and Well-Beloved Friends and Comrades” by June Jordan (poem)
	
	

	
	
	“The Neighbor’s Wife” (poem)
	Students will analyze and compare the speaker’s point of view with that of another character in the poem.
	
	“The Neighbor’s Wife” (poem)
	
	

	
	
	“Hamadi” by Naomi Shihab Nye (short story)
	Students will analyze how dialogue and character interactions develop complex characters and their relationships.
	
	“Hamadi” by Naomi Shihab Nye (short story)
	
	







**Additional text: Diary of Anne Frank, Twelve Angry Men, To Kill a Mockingbird
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