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ELA 7

	Week
	Unit Name 
(Topic)
	Lesson
	Objectives
	Standards and Eligible Content
	Resources
	Assessments
	Vocab

	10 Weeks




	Community & Belonging

How do a community’s shared values create both belonging and rejection?
	“What Is ‘Community’ and Why Is It Important?” by Toby Lowe (essay)
	Students will practice determining and summarizing the central idea of a text and identifying the details that develop it.
	CC.1.2.7.A
E07.B-K.1.1.2
CC.1.2.7.B
E07.B-K1.1.1
CC.1.2.7.C
E07.B-K.1.1.3
CC.1.2.7.D
E07.B-C.2.1.1
CC.1.2.7.F
E07.B-V.4.1.1
E07.B-V.4.1.2
E07.B-C.2.1.3
CC.1.2.7.G
CC.1.2.7.J
CC.1.2.7.K
CC.1.2.7.L
CC.1.3.7.A
E07.A-K.1.1.2
CC.1.3.7.B
E07.A-K.1.1.1
CC.1.3.7.C
E07.A-K.1.1.3
CC.1.3.7.D
E07.A-C.2.1.1
CC.1.3.7.E
E07.A-C.2.1.2
CC.1.3.7.F
E07.A-C.2.1.3
E07.A-V.4.1.1
E07.A-V.4.1.2
CC.1.3.7.I
CC.1.3.7.J
CC.1.3.7.K
CC.1.4.7.M-R
E07.C.1.3.1
E07.C.1.3.2
E07.C.1.3.3
E07.C.1.3.4
E07.C.1.3.5
E07.D.2.1.1-5
E07.1.1.1-9
CC.1.4.7.S
E07.E.1.1.1-6
CC.1.4.7.T
CC.1.4.7.X
CC.1.5.7.A-E
CC.1.5.7.G
CC.1.3.7.G
CC.1.3.7.H
	“What Is ‘Community’ and Why Is It Important?” by Toby Lowe
	Socratic Seminar

Comprehension Questions

Text Dependent Questions

Text Dependent Writing Short Answer Prompts

Narrative Prompt

Literary Analysis Essay

Comprehension Quiz

Vocabulary Quiz

Grammar Quiz

Unit Assessment
	Socratic Seminar
Discussion
Analysis
Theme
Symbolism 
Plot
Character
Conflict 
Rising action
Falling action
resolution
Central idea
Point of view
Narrative point of view
Claim
Reasoning
Evidence
Argument
Thesis
Bridge
Hook
Context
Line
Stanza
Line break
Stanza break
Aspect
Moral
Narrative
Specific
Solidarity
Dispersed
Manifestation
Essence
Acceptance
Conform
Motivate
Specific
Strive
Prominent
Commonality
Audible
Discreet
Revelation
Immensely
Rummage
Infinitely
Delicate
Sacred
Acclimated
Stamina
Conformity
Trance
Liberation
Inscription







	
	
	“How the Need to Belong Influences Human Behavior and Motivation” by Kendra Cherry (informational)
	Students will determine how the author develops a central idea.


	
	“How the Need to Belong Influences Human Behavior and Motivation” by Kendra Cherry (informational)

“How Your Friends Can Affect Your Opinions” (video)

Dead Poets Society “Conformity Scene” (video)

“Keeping Up with the Joneses” by Common Lit (informational)
“Popularity” by Adam Bagdasarian (short story)
	
	

	
	
	“The White Umbrella” by Gish Jen (short story)
	Students will analyze character motivations and interactions.
	
	“The White Umbrella” by Gish Jen (short story)

“A Conversation with Gish Jen” (video)

“Children of Asian Immigrants Reveal the Sacrifices Their Parents Made” (video)

“Mothers” by Nikki Giovanni (poem)
	
	

	
	
	“The Stolen Party” by Liliana Heker (short story)
	Students determine a theme by analyzing a story’s resolution.
	
	“The Stolen Party” by Liliana Heker (short story)

“Does Money Make You Mean?” (video)

“The Song of the Shirt” by Thomas Hood (poem)



	
	

	
	
	“Where I’m From” by Misa Sugiura (short story)
	Students will analyze the interaction of characters and plot.
	
	“Where I’m From” by Misa Sugiura (short story)

“Interview with Misa Sugiura” (video)

“Attack on Pearl Harbor” (video)

“Hello, My Name Is ____” by Jason Kim (memoir)


	
	

	
	
	“Violin” by Nikki Wallschlaeger (poem)
	Students will analyze how character interactions develop theme.
	
	“Violin” by Nikki Wallschlaeger (poem)
	
	

	
	
	“Island Rodeo Queen” by Yamile Saied Méndez (short story)
	Students will analyze how conflict develops the theme.
	
	“Island Rodeo Queen” by Yamile Saied Méndez (short story
	
	

	
	
	“The War of the Wall” by Toni Cade Bambara (short story)
	Students will analyze characters based on their interactions with one another.
	
	“The War of the Wall” by Toni Cade Bambara (short story)

“Timelapse Street Art Mural” (video)

“This Is Not a Small Voice” by Sonia Sanchez (poem)

“The Poppy Lady” by Barbara Elizabeth Walsh (informational)
	
	

	
	
	Across Whole Unit
	Students will track theme and central idea development.

Students will cite text evidence to support analysis.

Students will analyze how and why characters change and how this affects the plot.

Students will break down a prompt, write a complete paragraph, and select relevant evidence.

Students will clarify understanding of others’ ideas.
	
	
	
	



	
10 Weeks
	
Adolescence

How do the challenges of adolescence contribute to our growth?
	“How the Teen Brain Transforms Relationships” by Daniel Siegel (informational)
	Students will read to analyze the development of central ideas over the course of the text.
	All standards listed above
	“How the Teen Brain Transforms Relationships” by Daniel Siegel (informational)
	
Socratic Seminar

Comprehension Questions

Text Dependent Questions

Text Dependent Writing Short Answer Prompts

Literary Analysis Essay

Comprehension Quiz

Vocabulary Quiz

Grammar Quiz

Unit Assessment
	Literary devices
Figurative language
Repetition
Imagery
Metaphor
Hyperbole
Extended metaphor
Context
Second Person POV
Ambition
Assure
Belittle
Destiny
Influence
Prominent
Recede
Resigned
Routine
Temporary
Triumphant
Variation
Transformation
Stagnant
Migrate
Dismantle
Flay
Innate
Entity
Antithesis
Adulation
Democracy
Monarchy
Trepidation
Jar (verb)
Witty
Aspirations
Obscurity
Nonentity


	
	
	“The Party” by Pam Muñoz Ryan (Short Story)
	Students will read to analyze how an author develops point of view.
	
	“The Party” by Pam Muñoz Ryan (Short Story)

“Herd Behavior” by Common Lit (psychology text)

“When You Feel Left Out” (video)

“Every Teenager NEEDS to Hear This!” (video)
	
	

	
	
	“Hanging Fire” by Audre Lorde (poem)
	Students will read to analyze how repetition of words and phrases develops the theme.

	
	“Hanging Fire” by Audre Lorde (poem)

“Middle School” by Ira Glass (interview)

“Why Are Women Bad at Math?” (video about bias)

“Behind the Doodle: Audre Lorde’s 87th Birthday” (video)

	
	

	
	
	“Saturday at the Canal” by Gary Soto (poem)
	Students will read to analyze how a poet uses descriptive and figurative language to develop theme.
	
	“Saturday at the Canal” by Gary Soto (poem)

“The Road Not Taken” by Robert Frost (poem)

“Volar” by Judith Ortiz Cofer (memoir)

“What to Expect from Adolescence” by Barrett Smith (informational)

“How to Survive High School” (video)

	
	

	
	
	“First Day Fly” by Jason Reynolds (short story)
	Students will read to analyze how an author develops theme.
	
	“First Day Fly” by Jason Reynolds (short story)

“The Jacket” by Gary Soto (memoir)

“Should Students Wear Uniforms?” (opinion)

“Dear, Dreamer” (video)

“Exploring the Evolution of Sneaker Culture” (video)

“Author Jason Reynolds on Sharing Personal Stories” (video)
	
	

	
	
	“How Teens’ Penchant for Risk-Taking May Help Them Learn Faster” by Erin Ross (informational)
	Students will read to analyze the development of central ideas over the course of a text.
	
	“How Teens’ Penchant for Risk-Taking May Help Them Learn Faster” by Erin Ross (informational)
	
	

	
	
	“Momentum” by Catherine Doty (poem)
	Students will read to analyze how an extended metaphor develops theme.
	
	“Momentum” by Catherine Doty (poem)

“Seventh Grade” by Gary Soto (short story)

“Virtual Reading of Momentum” (video)
	
	

	
	
	“Popularity” by Adam Bagdasarian (short Story)
	Students will read to analyze how an author develops point of view.
	
	“Popularity” by Adam Bagdasarian (short Story)

“Chameleon” by David Lopera (essay)

“Little Voices: What Makes a Good Friend?” (video)
	
	

	
	
	Across Whole Unit



	Students will synthesize a central idea.

Students will analyze the development of ideas.

Students will analyze how text structure adds to idea development.

Students will add strong reasoning to text dependent responses.

Student will reference evidence in discussion.

	
	
	
	

	6-8 Weeks
	The Watsons Go to Birmingham
Historical Fiction

How do personal and historically significant events shape the way a person sees the world?

How do family dynamics shape a person’s identity?
	Chapters 1-4


	Students will analyze how a story’s plot unfolds and write about how character relationships develop.

Students read to analyze how a story’s plot unfolds and write about how the characters respond or change as the plot moves forward toward a resolution.

Students read to analyze characters’ reactions to plot events and write to determine a theme from the chapter.

Students read to analyze how a specific scene contributes to the understanding of a character and write about the ways that characters affect one another.
	
	“Eleven” by Sandra Cisneros 

“The Rescue of the Tin Woodman” by L. Frank Baum

“Emmett Till” by Jessica McBirney (informational)

“Mothers” by Nikki Giovanni (poem)

“The Boy Who Cried Wolf” by Aesop (fable)

“The 16th Street Baptist Church Bombing” by Jessica McBirney (informational)

“Local Children’s Reactions to 9-11 Tragedy” by Connie Llanos
	Socratic Seminar

Comprehension Questions

Text Dependent Questions

Text Dependent Writing Short Answer Prompts

Literary Analysis Essay

Comprehension Quiz

Vocabulary Quiz

Various Projects

Journal Prompts

Writing Tasks

Video Journals

Unit Assessment
	Direct Characterization
Indirect Characterization
Static
Dynamic
Flat 
Round
Inference
Text Evidence
Analyze
Foreshadowing
Symbolism
Allusion
Idiom
Metaphor
Dialogue
Plot
Conflict
Climax
Rising Action
Exposition
Flashback
Suspense
Irony
Automatically
Delinquent
Hilarious
Numb
Nervous
Punctual
Desperate
Jabbering
Version
Orbiting
Hypnotized
Disappear
Glugging
Traitor
Parachute
Peon
Mourning
Conscience
Linoleum
Executioner
Tolerate
Civilization
Vibrations
Interpretation
Eavesdropped
Peninsula
Seniority
Sanitation
Facilities
Amount
Rabies
Surrendered
Pathetic
Whirlpool
Electrocuted
Strange
Familiar
Concrete
Investigate
Automatically
Wonder
Embarrass
Desire
Yakking
Interrupt


	
	
	Chapters 5-8
	Students read to analyze specific word choice and characters’ reactions to plot events and write about the ways that characters affect one another.

Students read to analyze the narrator’s point of view and write to describe the traits of specific characters.

Students read to analyze how characters’ responses affect one another and write about how character’s choices reveal 
their personalities.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Chapters 9-12
	Students read to analyze how the setting 
of a story affects the characters and write about how a specific scene contributes 
to the development of the plot.

Students read to analyze how a story’s plot unfolds and how the characters respond 
to events and write about what causes character change.

Students read to analyze how a story’s plot unfolds and write about how a character responds or changes as the plot moves forward toward a resolution.
Students read to identify and analyze character change and write to analyze character change.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Chapters 13-15
	Students read to analyze the narrator’s point of view and write about what makes the narrator unreliable.

Students read to analyze how characters’ responses affect one another and write about how specific events impact the
narrator’s point of view. 

Students will learn how to break down a
narrative writing prompt; plan for character,
setting, and conflict; and develop description and dialogue in a story.

	
	
	
	

	10 Weeks
	Influential Voices

How does a speaker motivate or persuade their audience?
	“The Man in the Arena” by Theodore Roosevelt (speech)
	Students will analyze how an author uses structure to develop a central idea.
	See Above Listed Standards
	“The Man in the Arena” by Theodore Roosevelt (speech)
	Socratic Seminar

Comprehension Questions

Text Dependent Questions

Text Dependent Writing Short Answer Prompts

Literary Analysis Essay

Comprehension Quiz

Vocabulary Quiz

Grammar Quiz

Unit Assessment
	Dialogue
Point of view 
Diction
Dramatic irony
Mood 
Theme
Rhetorical analysis
Allusion
Cadence
Ethos
Logos
Pathos
Juxtaposition
Anecdote
Rhetoric
Rhetorical question
Conviction
Critic
Elation
Intellect
Marred
Noble
Stifle
Timid
Valiant
Warrant
Reign
Intolerable
Fugitive
Adage
Occult
Intervene
Suppression
Stalwart
Trajectory
Pioneer
Anguish
frontier




	
	
	“Purple is the Noblest Shroud” by Empress Theodora of Byzantium (speech)
	Students will analyze the impact of word choice and meaning and trace the argument and specific claims in a text.
	
	“Purple is the Noblest Shroud” by Empress Theodora of Byzantium (speech)
	
	

	
	
	“Ain’t I a Woman?” by Sojourner Truth (speech)
	Students will analyze how a speaker develops point of view and distinguishes their position from that of others.
	
	“Ain’t I a Woman?” by Sojourner Truth (speech)
	
	

	
	
	“Senate Statement on Rock Lyrics and Record Labeling” by John Denver (speech)
	Students will assess the reasoning the speaker uses to develop specific claims in a text.
	
	“Senate Statement on Rock Lyrics and Record Labeling” by John Denver (speech)
	
	

	
	
	“Ronald Reagan on the Challenger Disaster” by Ronald Reagan (speech)
	Students will analyze how tone develops central idea.
	
	“Ronald Reagan on the Challenger Disaster” by Ronald Reagan (speech)
	
	

	
	
	“Eulogy for Rosa Parks” by Oprah Winfrey (speech)
	Students will analyze the author’s purpose for speaking and evaluate the reasoning used to support claims.
	
	“Eulogy for Rosa Parks” by Oprah Winfrey (speech)
	
	

	
	
	Choice Board Multimedia
	Students will trace how a speaker develops specific claims and uses delivery moves to affect an audience.


	
	
	
	

	
	
	Across Whole Unit
	Students will compare and contrast across texts.

Students will use transitions to compare and contrast.

Students will revise for sentence varitety.
	
	
	
	





	
**Additional Novel Choices: Monsters Are Due on Maple Street & Percy Jackson—The Lightning Thief
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