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By Teachers Who Work With


Q:
What does a signing skills coach do?
A.
The Signing Skills Coach assists with the academic, behavioral and social needs of a student through the use of sign language under the direction of the teacher and Speech Pathologist.  Working with the classroom team, the Signing Skills Coach's responsibilities would include:

· Signing what the teacher and others say.
· Reinforcing sign language for the student.
· Serving as an appropriate language model.
· Voicing for the student.
· Providing support of behavioral expectations.
· Fostering independence in the student.

Q.
Why does the student need a signing skills coach?
A.
A Signing Skills Coach works directly with a student requiring sign language to support receptive and expressive communication.  Some students supported by a Signing Skills Coach have a hearing loss, others don't have a hearing loss but have a disability that limits their use  of oral/aural communication. 

Q.
What classroom changes need to be made to accommodate a Signing Skills Coach?

A.  The Signing Skills Coach will need to sit close to their assigned student.  Physical arrangements will depend on the student's needs.  Copies of class text books and handouts                  in advance will help the Signing Skills Coach provide support during instruction.  Alternate  work space for "pull-aside" may be appropriate so that the Signing Skills Coach can reinforce classroom instructions.

Commonly Asked Questions-SSC
Q.
What does a Signing Skills Coach do during "down" time?

A.
During 'down' times, a Signing Skills Coach may focus on a variety of tasks.  These may include: 

· Review educational materials to support classroom instruction

· Review materials for sign language vocabulary

· Assist the classroom teacher, Teacher of the Deaf/Hard of Hearing                                        or provide support to other team members as needed

· Assist other students in the class

Q.
What does the Signing Skills Coach do if the student is absent?

A.
If the Signing Skills Coach's student is absent the following procedures are followed: 

· The Signing Skills Coach will call the Deaf/ASL Education Office to see if 
their services are needed for another student.  If the Signing Skills Coach is 

not needed as a substitute, the Signing Skills Coach will ask the classroom 

teacher if they would like assistance during the day.  If their help is not 

required, then the Signing Skills Coach will go to the Deaf Education Office. 
Q.
Can a Signing Skills Coach be left in charge of the class?

A.
This is not recommended.  The Signing Skills Coach will need to provide his/her full focus on their assigned student.  Classroom management is not part of Signing Skills Coach preparation. 
Q.
What if the Signing Skills Coach is absent?

A.
The Deaf/ASL Education Department will send a substitute when necessary and whenever possible.  The Signing Skills Coach is responsible to notify the school of any absences.  If you would like the Signing Skills Coach to contact you personally, feel free to ask him/her to do so. 
Q.
What if I have concerns?

A.
 If there is an ongoing problem, discuss it with the Signing Skills Coach and/or please contact the Deaf/ASL Education Department at (585) 249-7010. 
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Deaf/ASL Education Department and Vision Services
41 O’Connor Road, Building 9/Upper, Fairport, New York  14450

Phone: 585-249-7010(Voice)  585-249-7883(Fax)     

www.monroe.edu/Deafed or

www.monroe.edu/Vision

