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Taylor Elementary aims to develop a student focused culture of respectful, compassionate, and committed students.

Vision
Taylor Elementary aspires to foster a student-centric environment, emphasizing values of respect, empathy, dedication, collaboration, and creativity for a diverse and enriching educational experience.  
Mission
At Taylor Elementary School, our mission is to create a student and community-focused environment that nurtures critical thinking, fosters problem-solving skills, and instills a sense of community collaboration.  We are dedicated to teaching students to be solution-oriented and guiding them to take responsibility for both personal and academic growth


School Colors							School Mascot
Black and Gold						Tiger
  






School Hours
7:10 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.
7:10  	School building is open and supervision is provided (Students will enter through the side gate)
7:10-7:35	Breakfast is available in the cafeteria. (7:35-7:50 Grab and Go Breakfast is provided)
7:40			Teachers walk students from the GYM to their Classrooms
7:45	Gates will close promptly at 7:45.  
7:45		          Tardy Bell Rings 
7:45			Morning Announcements
7:50			Instruction Begins
2:30	Car riders will dismiss on GYM Side. Car Riders begin grade level staggered dismissal starting with K and 1st Grade at 2:30.  We will start calling 2nd-5th Grade Car Riders at 2:40.  Car riders will dismiss on GYM Side. Bus riders will start dismissing at 2:35 as buses are called at the side gate.  
2:45 p.m.	School dismissal
3:00 p.m.	All students off campus unless involved in after school activities


ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL PROCEDURES
CHECK-IN
Please do not leave students at school before 7:10.  There is no supervision provided before this time.  There will be staff members present at the gate to assist students each morning.  PLEASE REMAIN IN YOUR CARS DURING DROP OFF AND PICK-UP. Students will need to walk to the classroom by themselves.  

Breakfast is provide in the cafeteria from 7:10 until 7:35.  A grab and go breakfast will be provide from 7:35 until 7:50.  
      
It is extremely important for students to be in their classroom by 7:45 to begin the school day. Students who arrive after the 7:45 a.m. bell, for any reason, must report to the front office to be signed in by a parent before going to class.  Students who are tardy will receive a tardy slip that is to be taken home. If tardiness becomes a problem, the student will be referred to the attendance supervisor and juvenile court for appropriate action. Please try your best to be on time each day.  

Middle School Students are required to wait in their parent’s vehicle until the bus arrives.  Middle school students are not allowed to wait outside or inside the school for their bus.  

CHECK OUT

When it is necessary for a student to leave during school, a parent/guardian must come to the office and sign them out. A driver’s license will be required from you or any other authorized adult noted on your child’s student registration form.  The office will call students from the classroom to report to the office. Do not go directly to the classroom. All check-outs are recorded and viewed the same as a tardy. If early checkouts become excessive, the student will be referred to the attendance supervisor and juvenile court for appropriate action. Teachers do not have the authority to release a student from their room without permission from the office. For the safety of all students, early dismissals shall not be granted through the front office after 2:00.  Everyone will be dismissed through the car rider line after 2:00.  

*Important Note: For the safety of each child, no transportation changes (except for true emergencies) will be allowed without written permission from the parent.  Any change of dismissal (bus to car, car to bus, different bus, someone different picking up) must have a note and it must be approved through the front office. Please make all transportation arrangements before school unless there is an emergency situation. This will help keep the phone lines open and less chance for error. Thank you for your help with this matter.

DISMISSAL PROCEDURES AT THE END OF THE SCHOOL DAY

All parents are to drive to the designated area and wait for their child to be called for dismissal.  Students will wait in the classrooms until their bus number or name is called.  Car riders will be dismissed from the awning outside the GYM.  
Kindergarten and First Grade Parents will need to use the driveway closest to the building.  All other parents will need to use the longer driveway.  

Kindergarten and First Grade students will begin dismissing at 2:30.  Second through fifth grade students will start dismissing around 2:40.  K and 1st grade students with older siblings will be dismissed at 2:40 with their older sibling.  Teachers will be assigned to watch students in the classroom, call names and monitor students as they enter vehicles outside the GYM, and call bus numbers and monitor students as they enter the bus.  

A car tag must be visibly hanging from the rearview mirror to allow students to be placed into vehicles.  Anyone without the proper car tag, will be asked to go to the front office to show picture identification and these students will be called to the office for dismissal.   

Bus riders will be dismissed at the side gate.  They will be called by bus number as the buses arrive.  We will call the first number in line.  Then wait until that bus is loaded and driving away before calling the next bus.  This will prevent students from gathering at the bus gate. 
     
ATTENDANCE
According to TCA 49-6-3001/TCA 49-6-3009, parents/legal guardians or the person having control over a student is subject to compulsory attendance, and they are legally responsible to monitor the student’s attendance and require the student to attend school. If your student is absent from school for an aggregate (total) of five (5) days during the school year without adequate excuse, then the student is subject to a juvenile court referral. Students are allowed three (3) parent notes each semester for an all-day absence to be an EXCUSED ABSENCE. 

On July 1, 2018, the State of Tennessee mandated each school district to implement The Three Tier Progressive Truancy Intervention Program. Your student will enter Tier I of this program after three (3) UNEXCUSED ABSENCES. Tier I will include a parent meeting with school staff, an attendance contract, and a follow-up meeting. Tier II begins on any further UNEXCUSED ABSENCES after the initial attendance contract is signed. Included in Tier II is another meeting with the School Truancy Team, a referral to counseling or other community services, if needed, and regularly scheduled follow-up meetings to monitor your student’s attendance. Tier III begins on any further UNEXCUSED ABSENCE after the Tier II School Truancy Team Conference.  Tier III will be a referral to Campus Court. 

EMERGENCY CONTACTS
The school must have correct home address with proof of residency and at least two telephone numbers.  If students become sick or hurt during the school day, parents may need to be called. We need accurate contact information at all times. Please keep your child’s teacher and office informed of any changes that occur in addresses, phone numbers, and emergency contact persons.  

CUSTODY ISSUES
Please provide the school with any court documents pertaining to individuals who do or do not have the right to have contact with or pick-up your child(ren) at school.  These documents may include:  parenting plans, visitations rights, custody documents, no contact orders, supervised visitations, and orders of protection.  If no limiting court documents are provided, then anyone listed on the child’s birth certificate will have access to the student.    

OUT OF ZONE STUDENTS
You will need to sign an out of zone contract if your child is out of Taylor bus zone.  The following criteria must be met and maintained throughout the school year:
1. You must provide transportation to and from school.
2. No attendance issues! You agree to have your child to school on time. If excessive tardiness or absenteeism becomes a problem you will be notified.  
3. You agree to keep all school accounts such as lunch account, fees, etc. paid.
4. The student must conform to all school rules, including dress code regulations.
5. The student must behave appropriately at all time while on campus.
** If at any time during the school year there is a failure to meet the criteria listed above, you may be asked to withdraw your student from Taylor and attend the school for which you are zoned.      
CODE OF CONDUCT
“Leaders for Life…Voyage to Greatness” 
Taylor Students are LEADERS for LIFE!
The world is constantly changing. Preparing our students for a world we have never seen is an awesome task. Amid all of the changes, there are timeless, universal principles that remain constant and transcend all cultural and socio-economic boundaries. Parents, teachers, and businesses all agree that there are specific skills our children need to be successful. They include honesty, fairness, teamwork, problem-solving, decision making, creativity, initiative, self-confidence, planning, and goal setting skills.
We would like to introduce you to a program which will empower your child to become a true leader. The program is called “Leaders for Life…Voyage to Greatness” and is part of Bradley County Schools’ cutting edge leadership plan. Our goal is to find the unique gifts of each child and provide positive encouragement while allowing students to develop their own leadership skills. Here are the principles for sailing:
1.      I am the captain of my ship. (Goal Setting)
2.      I am in “Ship Shape”. (Mind, Body, Soul)
3.      I chart my course. (Planning Strategies for Success)
4.      I set sail. (Taking Action)
5.      I am a good “crewmate”. (Teamwork, Friendship)
6.      I lend a hand on deck. (Service, Citizenship, Patriotism)
7.      I check my compass. (Staying on Course)
8.      I persevere through life’s storms. (Perseverance, Character Development)
 
“Leaders for Life” is designed to help every child develop skills and character traits which will empower them to be leaders throughout their lives. In Bradley County Schools, we are convinced that children must experience greatness in order to aspire to it. Your child is embarking on a wonderful voyage to greatness! We invite you to climb aboard the S.S. Leader Ship and set sail with us!   One of our goals is for every child to reach their personal best and find a strength or gift to show leadership. Data notebooks will be used school wide to promote responsibility and ownership of learning. Classroom goals and mission statements will be posted throughout the school.  Thank you for your support and working as a team to ensure success for your child. We are looking forward to a meaningful and exciting year full of wonderful learning opportunities. Our mission is to create individual student growth in leadership skills and subject-area content knowledge which results in academic achievement, preparedness for secondary school, and career/college readiness.  We are proud of Taylor elementary school and we look forward to working with you. We encourage you to take an active part in your child’s education. 

MAINTAINING A SAFE AND RESPECTFUL LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
It is our desire to establish a positive learning environment at Taylor Elementary School.  Through research and practice, we have found that setting school-wide expectations and procedures is essential to creating an appropriate climate for learning. We will implement Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) PBIS is an evidence-based three-tiered framework to improve and integrate all of the data, systems, and practices affecting student outcomes every day.  Students will be rewarded for positive behaviors during House Party Celebrations.  PBIS creates schools where all students succeed.  

Teachers will send home behavior expectations at the beginning of each school year. Please support our efforts to establish within the classroom an atmosphere that is conducive to learning. Students are expected to conduct themselves in an orderly manner at all times. Please take time to discuss with your child the importance of school expectations. When infractions occur and escalate beyond handling by the classroom teacher, a discipline referral will be completed and given to the principal. The principal will address the problem and communicate with parents as necessary. The faculty, staff, and administration will encourage and recognize good behavior for all students.
 
We are committed to fostering a safe and respectful learning environment for all students, staff, and volunteers.  This includes creating an atmosphere free from threats, intimidation, or harassment.  NO student will be allowed to bully, harass, or make threats to another student (6.304). These and any other unacceptable behaviors will be taken seriously and dealt with accordingly. The following behaviors are considered unacceptable and will result in disciplinary action.   
· Verbal threats or assault: This includes any communication that conveys a present intent and ability to inflict physical or emotional harm on another person.
· Making threats against school property or activities: This encompasses all threats targeting school buildings, property, or school-related events.
Weapons (Knives, guns, and other dangerous objects) are not permitted on the campus or the buses (real or toy). Students should not bring toys, trading cards or electronic devices to school. If these items create a distraction they will be taken up and may be picked up by the parents. If your child has a cell phone or Smart Watch, it must be turned off and remain in their backpack during school hours. The principal or his/her designee may grant a student permission to use a cell phone at his/her discretion.  A device used outside these parameters shall result in confiscation of the device until it can be released to the student’s parent or guardian.  A student in violation of this policy is subject to disciplinary action.  Use of cameras on personal communication devise is strictly prohibited on school property or at school functions.  

BRADLEY COUNTY SCHOOLS TRANSPORTATION
2025-2026 SY
Our Commitment to Safety: Bradley County Schools is committed to providing safe and reliable bus transportation for your child. Our priority is ensuring the safety of all students during their bus ride. All school bus drivers undergo rigorous training and adhere to strict safety procedures.

Expectations and Responsibilities:
· Bus Driver: The bus driver is responsible for following all local, state, and federal regulations as set forth by the Department of Education and the Department of Transportation. The primary role of the bus driver is to maintain control of students and ensure a safe and secure trip during transportation.
· Student Behavior: Riding the bus is a privilege, not a right. Students are expected to behave appropriately on the bus, mirroring classroom behavior. Disruptive or unsafe conduct will not be tolerated and may result in the loss of the privilege to ride the school bus.
· Parental Involvement: Parents should discuss bus rules and expectations with their children to reinforce the importance of safety and proper conduct.
Video and Audio Surveillance: Please note that all Bradley County buses are equipped with video and audio recording devices to ensure safety and security.
Bus Rules:
1. Obey the bus driver and follow their instructions.
2. The driver may assign seats.
3. No eating, drinking, or gum chewing on the bus.
4. No loud, rude, or abusive language.
5. No possession or use of tobacco, alcohol, or drugs.
6. Keep hands and head inside the bus.
7. Remain seated at all times.
8. Do not throw items inside or outside the bus.
9. Keep the aisle clear of feet and belongings.
10. Do not distract the driver.
11. Only use emergency exits when authorized.
12. Do not adjust windows without permission.
13. Once the bus is in motion, they are to remain seated. (No seat hopping)
14. Do not vandalize or damage the bus. Parents will be financially responsible for any act of vandalism. Students will remain suspended from riding the bus until damages are paid.
Student Responsibilities:
1. Cross the street in front of the bus, never behind it.
2. Wait for the bus driver's signal before crossing the street.
3. Stay 10 feet in front of the bus when crossing.
4. Never crawl under the bus.
5. Arrive at the bus stop 5-10 minutes early.
6. If a student is in a vehicle waiting, they must be ready to load the bus at the designated arrival time.
7. Stay out of the road at bus stops.
8. Never get in a car with a stranger.
9. Report any inappropriate behavior to the driver and principal.
10. Stay silent at railroad crossings.
11. Provide a bus pass signed by parents and school administration for any changes in routine.
12. Be courteous and share seats.
13. Once your student exits the bus, the student needs to move away from the safe zone of the bus to allow take-off of the bus. The safe zone is 10-12 feet from all sides of the bus. Students should follow the driver’s request when exiting the bus.
Parent Responsibilities:
1. Discuss bus rules with your child.
2. Ensure your child is at the bus stop 5 minutes early.
3. Monitor your child’s behavior and safety before and after bus rides.
4. Dress your child appropriately for the weather.
5. Provide a note for any changes in the bus routine.
6. Be courteous to the driver.
7. Once your student exits the bus, the student needs to move away from the safe zone of the bus to allow take-off of the bus. The safe zone is 10-12 feet from all bus sides. Students should follow the driver’s request when exiting the bus.
8. Parents will be financially responsible for any act of vandalism. Students will remain suspended from riding the bus until damages are paid.
9. Avoid confrontations with the bus driver or students on the school bus.
If you have an issue with the transportation of your child, please notify the BCS Transportation Office. 
Summary of TN Code 49-6-2008 for Transportation:
1. Authorized Access: Only assigned students, school staff, parents, and persons with valid business are allowed on school buses during school hours.
2. Unauthorized Presence: Unauthorized individuals must leave the bus immediately when requested by the bus driver or school personnel. Remaining without authorization is a Class A Misdemeanor.
Violation Levels and Consequences: The bus drivers will make a written report of violations to the principal or his/her designee. The principal (or designee) will investigate and determine appropriate consequences. Only the principal (or designee) may reduce or suspend a student’s bus-riding privilege. The director of transportation can recommend discipline according to the severity of the offense.
· Level I Violations:
· Examples: Not obeying the driver, failing to remain seated, and eating/drinking on the bus.
· Consequences: Written reprimand, bus riding suspension (3-5 days), or out-of-school suspension.
· Level II Violations:
· Examples: Tampering with bus equipment, fighting, and destruction of property.
· Consequences: Bus riding suspension (5-10 days), out-of-school suspension.
· Level III Violations:
· Examples: Assaulting the driver, possession of illegal substances, and unapproved use of emergency exits.
· Consequences: Bus riding suspension (30-180 days), out-of-school suspension, possible expulsion.
Excessive repeat offenses by your child could result in the loss of the privilege to ride a school bus. 
Procedure for Non-Regular Bus Riders and Alternative Stop:
1. The parent or guardian will write a note permitting the child to ride the bus.
2. Submit the note to the school administration.
3. The administration will check the bus capacity and approve the request.
4. The administration will issue a bus pass.
5. The student will present the bus pass to the driver.
Elementary School Bus Stops:
· Students must wait with a guardian in their vehicle until the bus arrives.
· They must ride the same bus in the morning and afternoon.
· Parents must be there to pick the student up in the afternoon when the bus arrives.
· Violating this rule may result in the loss of bus stop privileges.
Parent-Student Reunification Plan for Schools
To ensure the safe reunification of students with their parents during emergencies or bus incidents, BCS will develop a detailed Parent-Student Reunification Plan in collaboration with local emergency management agencies. 
1. Accessibility: Ensure the reunification site can be easily accessed by school buses.
2. Evacuation Capacity: Coordinate with transportation officials to confirm the system can evacuate all students safely and conduct regular drills.
3. Special Needs: Address the needs of students with disabilities with appropriate facilities at the site.
4. Safety and Comfort: Provide shelter, restrooms, and food at the reunification site.
5. Parent Parking: Ensure ample parking for parents at the site.
6. Traffic Management: Choose sites with multiple access points to reduce congestion.
7. Communication: Test and ensure the reliable operation of the school's communication systems.
8. MOUs: Consider agreements with local colleges as reunification sites for their comprehensive resources.
BCS prioritizes student safety during bus accidents or incidents by ensuring a smooth transition for students to be reunited with their parents. This involves collaboration between the director of transportation, the director of schools, and local emergency service agencies to establish a safe exchange process. It is the goal of the BCS staff to reunify students with their families at a safe, designated area determined by the BCS staff. Parents are urged to follow the instructions provided to them to facilitate this exchange. It is our goal to get your student to and from school in a safe manner.
Procedures for Parent Notification of Bus Delay and Route Change Notifications
Parents will be notified by their child’s school, in coordination with the BCS Transportation Department, if there are any changes to bus routes or modifications to transportation services. The Transportation Department aims to provide families with as much advance notice as possible to allow for alternative travel arrangements.
Bradley County Schools Procedures for Reporting Unsafe Bus Driving Incidents
In accordance with HB 322 (amending TCA, Title 49, Chapter 6, Part 21), Bradley County Schools has established the following procedures for reporting unsafe driving by any BCS Bus Driver:
1. How to Report:
· By Phone: Call the Bradley County Schools Transportation Department at 423-476-0620 Ext. 2026.
· In Person or online, use the Complaint Form available on the Bradley County Schools website and bring it to the Bradley County School Central Office located at 800 South Lee Highway, Cleveland, TN 37311.
2. Information Required for Reporting:
· Time of the incident.
· Location of the incident.
· Bus number.
· Type of bus (e.g., large or small passenger bus, conventional or snub nose).
· Detailed description of the incident, including as many specific details as possible.
3. Timing of Reports:
· Reports should be made immediately or on the day of the occurrence to ensure accurate and prompt investigations.
· All reports will be investigated, regardless of when they are received.
4. Contact for Questions:
· For any questions concerning these procedures, contact the Bradley County Schools Transportation Department at 423-476-0620 Ext. 2026.

School Closings:
· Inclement weather or emergencies will be announced by BCS via One Call Now communication
· School closing will be made available to local TV and radio stations.
· Posted on all BCS social media platforms

Contact Information:
· Terry McElhaney, Director of Transportation
· Bradley County Schools Transportation Dept.
· 800 South Lee Highway, Cleveland, TN 37323
· Phone: 423.665.4060
Your cooperation is vital in ensuring a safe and pleasant transportation experience for all students. Thank you for your attention to these guidelines.

CAFETERIA GUIDELINES
While in the cafeteria, students are expected to conduct themselves the same as in a public restaurant.  In order for the lunch period to be a pleasant break, it is necessary for all students to follow the rules and use proper table manners.  Students should talk at a normal conversational level at all times.  No yelling or loud talking will be permitted.  Students are to remain seated at all times.  There is to be no throwing of food, paper, etc.  Students are responsible for their own clean-up.  Students should remain in the lunchroom during the lunch period and only leave the room when dismissed by the adult on duty.  

DRESS CODE
School uniforms are not required, but students should come to school clean, appropriately dressed, and ready to learn. Please label all coats, jackets, and lunch boxes with students’ first and last names. The elementary dress code is as follows:
1. Shoes must be worn at all times.  This is in compliance with state health and safety regulations. Tennis shoes are recommended, and required on days students have PE.  
2. No hats, caps, or hoodies covering the head should be worn inside the building except on designated days.
3. Body piercing jewelry will be limited to earrings due to safety concerns. 
4. The top garment (blouse or shirt) must overlap the bottom garment; no halter tops, spaghetti straps, bare midriffs or backsides are permitted.
5. Shorts and skirts should reach one’s fingertips when arms are held to their sides. Pants or shorts should not have holes above the knee.
6. Clothing which advertises tobacco products, alcoholic beverages, illicit drugs, lewd or inappropriate graphics may not be worn.
7. Any form of dress that is immodest, offensive, or disruptive to the learning atmosphere may not be worn.  This includes animal headbands, hairstyles or hair color that is distracting. Only natural colored hair will be permitted due to the learning distraction this may cause to the learning environment.  
8. Parents must follow the same dress code while on school property or field trips.

RECESS 
Outdoor play is essential to healthy development.  We believe students need time to explore and play.  Research indicates the connection between movement and children’s cognition, suggesting that to reach their maximum brain potential children need to move.  Make sure your child is dressed appropriately each day for outdoor learning.   “Play is often talked about as if it were a relief from serious learning but for children play is serious learning. Play is really the work of childhood.” — Fred Rogers (Mr. Roger’s Neighborhood) 

FIELD TRIPS
Parents must grant written approval on the Bradley County Form before a student may participate in any field trip. Verbal permission does not replace the signed permission form. Chaperones should not bring any other children with them in order to closely supervise the students.  A chaperone’s main responsibility is assisting the teacher with the class. Please note that the dress code guidelines also apply to chaperones. Refunds for missed field trips cannot be made unless the school cancels the trip.

LOST AND FOUND
All outerwear, school supplies, and other items should be labeled with the student’s name.  A lost and found area is located in the gym.  Unclaimed items will be donated or disposed of after a reasonable length of time.  

MATERIALS FEE
Instructional material fees are set by the Board of Education and will remain at $30.00 for this school year.  This fee also applies to students who register late.  Please make check payable to “Taylor Elementary School.” School fees are due within the first two weeks of school entry.

WATER BOTTLES
We have three water bottle filling stations located throughout the school.  Students are encouraged to bring water bottles with their names on them from home to limit the number of times students leave the classroom to use the water fountains.  

STUDENT HEALTH SERVICES 

If a student is required to take medication during school hours and the parent cannot come to the school to administer the medicine, then the school nurse will give medicine under the following certain guidelines:
· The parent/legal guardian is required to deliver the medication to the school nurse and sign a district medication form. 
· Medication that is to be taken 1 to 3 times per day is to be given at home unless physician order states a specific time during school hours.
·  Do not send medications on the bus or into school with a student.  All medication must be brought in by an adult in the original prescription container labeled with the following typed information:
· Student’s name
· Name of medication
· Time(s) to be administered
· Dosage
· Route or directions for use
· Approximate duration of use
· Physician’s name
· Date
· Pharmacy name, address, phone number
· A non-prescription (over the counter) medication must also be accompanied by the medication form and in the original container with the ingredients listed for the medication.  The parent must provide the same type information as that of the prescription drugs (dates, times, dosage, etc.).
· The only non-prescription (over the counter) medications allowed to be given at school without a medical doctor’s order are Tylenol, Ibuprofen, TUMS, cough drops, and Benadryl (for allergic reactions only).
· Over the counter medications combined cannot be provided to student more than twice a week without a physician’s order.
· No medications will be given an hour before dismissal.
· No more than 1 month’s supply of any medication should be brought to school.
· If a student needs to self-carry an emergency medication at school, a parent/legal guardian must come in and fill out the required authorization form along with supplying a physician’s order. Self-carry requires a school nurse evaluation and may be denied due to safety concerns.
· Any changes in medication must be accompanied by a new form and a new label indicating the changes.  A faxed or hard copy physician’s order to change the administration of a drug is required.
· A parent/guardian must pick up all medication by the last full day of school. Any medication left in the nurse’s office after the last full day of school will be destroyed.
· Above and beyond the school registration form, it is the parent/legal guardian’s responsibility to notify the school nurse of any medical problems. All medical and authorization forms must be updated at the beginning of each school year.
· School personnel and employees cannot be responsible for the adequacy of prescribed medications or medical treatments recommended by physicians or related medical professionals and/or supplied by pharmacist or other sources outside of the school and, therefore, will assume no responsibility for the effects of such medications or treatments upon students.
· Please do not send your student to school if they are exhibiting the following symptoms: a temperature of 100.0 or greater, vomiting, or diarrhea. They must be 24 hours’ symptom free without medication to return to class. 
· Parents/legal guardians will be required to pick up their student from school if their student presents with the following: temperature 100 or greater, vomiting, excessive diarrhea, live head lice, live bed bugs, or per nursing assessment.
· Toileting assistance requires a physician’s order related to a medical condition. Parents/legal guardians will be called to the school to assist with toileting if no current medical documentation is on file.
· Students must have a pass given by their teacher before they can see the school nurse. No one is to come to the nurse’s office in between classes without a pass unless it is an emergency.
· All students needing to check out because of an illness or injury must do so through the nurse’s office. The nurse is only allowed to call a legal parent/guardian to pick up a student. Written consent must be on file with attendance if another person may be called. Students are not to check out for any medical reason by using the office telephone or cell phones.
· Should a student be injured during the school day or with a school-sponsored activity, an accident report must be filed with the school nurse for school accident insurance to be used.
· ALLERGIES: Please note all student allergies on the registration form. In accordance with the TN Department of Education and the TN Department of Health guidelines, Bradley County Schools will adhere to procedures for Life-Threatening Allergies. A documented diagnosis is required for an individual student health plan. Bradley County Schools will not serve peanut butter in the Child Nutrition Program. Students are not to trade or share snacks or food. Students are encouraged to practice hand-washing and self-advocacy.
· Per school discretion, all outside food for school events or classroom parties must be store bought with ingredients/nutrition label listed. Please check with your school principal and or school nurse to confirm whether store bought foods can be brought in for school related occasions.
· Floral deliveries or latex balloons are per school discretion due to extreme allergies. Please check with your school principal and or school nurse to confirm whether floral deliveries or latex balloons are permitted. 
· IMMUNIZATIONS: No students entering school, including those entering Kindergarten, Middle or High School, those from out-of-state and those from nonpublic schools, will be permitted to enroll (or attend) without proof of immunization, as determined by the Commissioner of Public Health. It is the responsibility of the parents or guardians to have their children immunized and to provide such proof on the state required immunization certificate to the principal and or school nurse which the student is to attend. Exceptions, in the absence of an epidemic or immediate threat thereof, will be granted to any child whose parent or guardian shall file with school authorities a signed, written statement that such measures conflict with his/her religious tenets and practices; or due to medical reasons if such child has a written statement from his/her doctor excusing him from such immunization. Proof of exceptions will be in writing and filed in the same manner as other immunization records.

BREAKFAST AND LUNCH
A nutritious breakfast and lunch are available each day.  Our school participates in the Community Eligibility Program which means all students at Taylor Elementary receive free breakfast and lunch regardless of economic status throughout the 2025-2026 school year,    We kindly request that each family complete a survey to aid us in securing future funding and Title I support.  Students can purchase extra food and ice cream if money is in their accounts.  

BREAKFAST PROCEDURES
Breakfast is served from 7:10 until 7:35 each morning. Students will eat breakfast in the cafeteria before going to the GYM. After 7:35 students will be given a grab and go breakfast that they can eat in their classroom.      

LUNCH PROCEDURES
Students will sit with their class in the cafeteria. There will be one door designated as an entrance into the cafeteria and one door designated as an exit.  Students must wash/sanitize hands before entering the cafeteria.  Students will choose their milk and silverware as they enter the cafeteria.  The cafeteria staff will get all other items for them.  They will not need to put in their lunch numbers.  Students may still choose from the regular menu options; however, lists of names for grab and go options need to accompany the lunch count.    Trash cans along with a cart will be placed at the end of each table for students to clean their trays and leave the tray on the end of the table as they exit the cafeteria at their designated time.  This process will become more efficient as students become accustomed to it.  

For the safety of all students visitors will not be allowed to eat breakfast or lunch with students.  However, holiday meals will be planned for students and parents during the school year.  Outside food items should not be brought to the school.  This includes foods from restaurants and soft drinks.  Please do not send drinks or other items in glass containers.  

MOBILITY THROUGHOUT THE BUILDING
All students must adhere to the “Stay to the Right” rule in the hallways and keep their hands to themselves.  

PARENT CONFERENCES
In order to guard instructional time and ensure the safety of all students, parents/guardians will be required to schedule visits prior to entering the school building. Each year, parent-teacher conference times are scheduled as a part of the Bradley County Schools’ official calendar.  All parents are encouraged to schedule a conference at this time.  Additionally, your child’s Tiger Take Home Folder is intended for brief notes and two-way communication, so please check it daily.  Other conferences may be scheduled as needed. 
 
PHOTOGRAPHY AND MEDIA ACCESS TO STUDENTS
School administrators shall be authorized to grant permission and set parameters for media access to students in their respective schools. The media may interview and photograph students involved in instructional programs and school activities including athletic events. Such media access shall not be unduly disruptive and shall comply with Board policies. (6.604). If you DO NOT want your child to be photographed and/or recorded, please contact the main office to fill out a form denying release.  If proper paperwork is not filed annually with the school, it will be understood that the school has permission to publish student photos.  


BULLYING:
Taylor Elementary has a zero-tolerance for bullying behavior – physical, verbal and cyber. Confirmed instances of bullying will be dealt with immediately and monitored thereafter. All previous instances of bullying behavior must have been reported to the administration before zero-tolerance disciplinary actions can be considered.

REPORT CARDS & GRADING SCALE: 
Parents will receive report cards every nine weeks during the school year. Bradley County School’s web-based “Parent-Vue” will provide you with up to date access to your student’s grades and assignments throughout the year. You can find it on the Bradley County website or a link is provided on the TES website. A username and password will be needed to access current grades and can be requested through the main office.  Progress reports will be issued between report cards to give parents and students information on performance before grades are final.  Please refer to the school calendar for progress and report card dates. The subject of RLA (Reading Language Arts) will be used to represent one combined grade based on student performance in all of the following content areas: reading, spelling, writing, and grammar. Math, science, and social studies are each recorded as separate grades on the report card for a total of four subjects. GRADING SCALE A 90-100 B 80-89 C 70-79 D 60-69 F 0-59

SAFETY & SECURITY
Doors are locked during the school day for student safety. Please report to the main office if you need access to the school. All Bradley County Schools are smoke-free. No tobacco product of any kind will be allowed on campus at any time. Knives, guns, and other dangerous objects are not permitted on the campus or the buses (real or toy). Zero tolerance offenses include weapons and dangerous instruments, firearms, drugs, assault, and electronic threats (6.309). A student cannot make threats, and cannot commit battery against a school employee or school resource officer.  A student committing one of these offenses can be expelled for one calendar year, as well as referred for prosecution and rehabilitation.  Disciplinary sanctions will be consistent with local, state, and federal laws. Students who vandalize or destroy school property will be required to pay for any damages incurred. Any vehicle on school grounds is subject to search by school officials. The use or possession of drugs, alcohol or tobacco is strictly forbidden (6.307). The Bradley County Commission added that all county buildings will prohibit the use of e-cigarettes and vapors.  As such, these items will also be prohibited on campus.


SEVERE WEATHER PROCEDURES
The principal’s office will be in constant contact with the Civil Defense by way of emergency weather radio so that early warning can be received concerning possible severe weather. Pupils will be sent home only if we are sure there is sufficient time to get them there before severe weather strikes. Parents are urged not to come to school for children if the severe weather is already in the immediate area since students would be safer at school than traveling under these conditions.
 
EMERGENCY DRILLS
Emergency drills will be held regularly at the school so that the children will be familiar with safety areas and procedures. If it becomes necessary to send students home the Director of Schools, not the school, will make that decision. Parents are advised to listen to local radio stations in these situations. The Director of Schools will use our One Call Phone System to send a call or text message to your phone and emergency contact number. It is recommended that parents sign up to receive text alerts from the Cleveland Bradley County Emergency Management Agency. Text CBCEMA to 888-777 to enroll. Please make plans with your children for early dismissal due to inclement weather.   

VISITORS
Visitors must enter through the front door of the main office building and check-in with office staff. All visitors will be required to present a driver’s license to sign-in to our Hall Pass security system and wear a “Visitor” badge during the school visit.  Visitors are required to state the destination in the building to which they seek access and the reason for the visit. Visitors are not allowed to interrupt the instructional day.  Visitors shall be required to sign out by surrendering the visitor pass in the office prior to leaving campus. Mobility throughout the building will be restricted.  

ENGLIGH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE IDENTIFICATION
The District will collect from parents/guardians a Home Language Survey to determine both student and parents’ language needs.  Each school in Bradley County has an assigned English Language Teacher.  This faculty member will utilize the ELPA21 Screener to assess eligibility for ESL services for students in grades K-12.  The ESL teacher can also arrange for your translation and interpretation needs.  


PUBLIC DISPLAYS OF AFFECTION (PDA)
Public Display of Affection (PDA) is often considered a public profession of how two people feel about one another. This type of behavior is seen as a distraction and inappropriate for a school setting. Unacceptable public displays of affection include, but are not limited to, any prolonged embracing and/or kissing, hand holding, and any inappropriate touching.  PDA at school is in poor taste, disruptive to the educational environment, and may violate sexual harassment laws.  It is the administrator’s obligation to provide a safe and secure learning environment for all students.  This includes providing all students an environment free of embarrassment or discomfort because of others displaying unacceptable public displays of affection.  Therefore, all students and visitors are expected to refrain from PDA whether in school, on school grounds, on buses, or at any school sponsored event on or off campus including field trips. 

FAMILY ENGAGEMENT / PARENT INVOLVELEMENT 

The Family Engagement Program at Taylor Elementary is designed to promote positive school and community relationships and to enrich the existing school program.  Make sure you are a part of our social media to keep informed.   Volunteers will receive training prior to volunteering on campus. Volunteers must remain in the PTO workroom that joins the cafeteria.  Materials provided by the teacher should be left in the workroom for volunteers ahead of time.  Volunteers will not be able to eat lunch with their child.     

The following guidelines have been established for the safety and security of our students.  As a volunteer, you must work within the following guidelines:
1. Report to the office each time you volunteer and obtain a Hall Pass “visitor” badge. You will be asked to sanitize your hands before entering the building.  
2. Volunteers will not be working in the main office area, classrooms, or nurse’s station to ensure student privacy.
3. Please do not bring any children under the age of 18 with you to volunteer. 
4. Respect school confidentiality while volunteering and sign the “Confidentiality Form.”
5. Abide by the guidelines of the school, including dress code.
6. Work to fulfill the needs of the students with direct guidance from teachers.
7. Remain in the workroom that is connected to the computer lab
8. Before leaving school, surrender you Hall Pass “visitor” badge in the main office.

PARENT/TEACHER COMMUNICATION: 
Parent communication includes Tiger Take Home Folders, notes, class Dojo, Phone calls, electronic mail, website, social media accounts and One Call Now. Parent/Teacher communication is a valuable tool to improve student outcomes. The Take Home Folders should be checked by parents on a daily basis. Notes in the Take Home Folders are the best way to communicate with teachers.  The teacher’s primary work hours are 7:30 am to 3:00 pm Monday-Friday.  Please try to communicate with teachers during this time.  Please understand that teachers manage busy classrooms and may require some time to respond to inquiries. For urgent messages outside of these hours, please contact the main office at [423-478-8817]. .  After school hours and weekends should be reserved for emergency situations.  We appreciate your cooperation in respecting teachers' time for optimal student support.  

READ 20
Read 20 is dedicated to creating a strong community of readers by promoting the importance of reading with children from birth at least 20 minutes a day. 
It’s Magic. Read to them and they learn to read. There’s a LOT of research on this and it’s clear: if you read to a child at least 20 minutes a day three times a week from a very early age, he or she will:   Be ready for school, Get better grades throughout school, Get a better job, Be more likely to succeed in life, Be happier as an adult, with higher self-esteem. Kindergarten is too late! 

TEXTBOOKS & LIBRARY BOOKS
The parent and child assume the responsibility for proper use and return of all text and library books. Reimbursement will be required for lost or damaged books

TECHNOLOGY 
Bradley County Schools’ Future Ready program supports students and learning by providing one device for each student in the district. The plan focuses on iPads for Kindergarten and 1st Grade students and Chromebooks for grades 2-12. The Future Ready program prepares students for life in the 21st Century and increases student engagement both inside and outside of the classroom. 

Goals for the Future Ready Program:
1. Shift curriculum, instruction, and assessment practices towards meaningful and relevant learning experiences.
2. Increase student achievement through a variety of authentic measures.
3. Increase communication between students, teachers, parents, and the community.
4. Foster 21st Century Skills to prepare our students for their future.
· Creativity
· Collaboration
· Communication
· Critical Thinking
· Digital Citizenship
5. Increase opportunities for individualized and personalized learning for every student.
6. Digital equity in access, device, and platform across the district.

Each student will need to have the Acceptable Use Policy Contract and Student Tech Contract filled out for assignment of devices. Those that choose to take out the tech insurance will need to fill out a paper copy and turn it in with $30.

BRADLEY COUNTY SCHOOLS TESTING SCHEDULE
The iReady Reading & Math Benchmark Testing for Grades K-5 will take place three times per year.  TCAP will take place in the Spring Semester.  Testing will take place during the following windows.  Exact dates will go home prior to testing.  

2025-2026 Tentative Assessment Schedule

	ASSESSMENT              
	ASSESSMENT DATES 
	PURPOSE
	SCORING RETURN

	TCAP Grades 3-5 (paper) 
	April 13 - May 1, 2026 
	Used to assess a student’s comprehension of Tennessee state standards in their specific grade/content area. 
	Late summer to early fall. *Grade 3 students will use RAW score data as required for Third Grade Retention Law compliance. 

	TCAP-ALT: MSAA, Sci/SS 
	September 8 - Dec. 19, 2025 (fall) Feb. 2 - May 15, 2026 (spring) 
	Used to assess a student’s comprehension of Tennessee state standards using modified, more accessible standards.
	Mid to late summer.  

	ELPA21 (ESL) 
	(online)  Feb. 2 - March 27, 2026 
	Measures English proficiency with ESL Learners.
	Late summer to early fall.

	iReady Diagnostics (K-8) 
	Benchmark 1: Aug. 4th – Aug. 29th  Benchmark 2: Dec. 1st – 19th Benchmark 3: Apr. 6 - May 15th  
	Used to assess students in real-time to promote access to both intervention and advanced instructional services.   
	A few days following the close of each testing window. 

	iReady Literacy Tasks (K-3) 
	Fall - Aug 4 - Oct. 3, 2025 Winter - Jan. 5 - Feb. 6, 2026 Spring - Apr. 6 - May 15, 2026 
	Required by LIteracy Success Act to help monitor the progress of a students' literacy journey.   
	A few days following the close of each testing window. 





PARENTAL NOTIFICATION
Under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA)

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) as amended in Dec. 2015 by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) makes it clear that Congress expects local educational agencies (LEAs) and schools receiving federal funds to ensure that parents are actively involved and knowledgeable about their schools and their children’s education. The law requires schools to give parents many different kinds of information and notices in a uniform and understandable format and, to the extent practicable, in a language that the parents can understand. Listed below are some of these required notices that must be made to parents by school districts or individual public schools.

Teacher Qualifications and Highly Effective Teachers
At the beginning of each year, an LEA shall notify parents that they may request, and the LEA will provide information regarding whether professionals are highly effective, including the qualifications of the student’s teachers and paraprofessionals. This includes information about whether the student’s teacher:
1)	has met state qualification and licensing criteria for the grade levels and subject areas in which the teacher provides instruction;
2)	is teaching under emergency or other provisional status through which state qualification or licensing criteria have been waived; 
3)	is teaching in the field of discipline not of the certification of the teacher; and
4)	is teaching alongside paraprofessionals and, if so, the paraprofessional’s qualifications [ESSA § 1112(e)(1)(A)].

Student Privacy
Districts must give parents annual notice at the beginning of the school year of the specific or approximate dates during the school year when the following activities are scheduled or expected to be scheduled: 
· activities involving the collection, disclosure, or use of personal student information for the purpose of marketing or selling that information; 
· administration of surveys containing request for certain types of sensitive information; and
· any nonemergency, invasive physical examination that is required as a condition of attendance, administered by the school, scheduled in advance, and not necessary to protect the immediate health and safety of student. 

A district must develop and adopt policies regarding the rights of parents to inspect: 
· third-party surveys before they are administered or distributed to students; 
· measures to protect student privacy when surveys ask for certain sensitive information; 
· any instructional materials; 
· administration of physical examinations or screening of students; 
· collection, disclosure, or use of personal information from students for the purpose of marketing or selling that information; and 
· the parental right to inspect any instrument used to collect personal information before it is distributed to students. 

Districts must give parents annual notice of an adoption or continued use of such policies and within a reasonable period of time after any substantive change in such policies [20 U.S.C. 1232g].

Public Release of Student Directory Information
Under the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), an LEA must provide notice to parents of the types of student information that it releases publicly. This type of student information, commonly referred to as “directory information,” includes such items as names, addresses, and telephone numbers and is information generally not considered harmful or an invasion of privacy if disclosed. The notice must include an explanation of a parent’s right to request that the information not be disclosed without prior written consent. 

Additionally, ESSA requires that parents be notified that the school routinely discloses names, addresses, and telephone numbers to military recruiters upon request, subject to a parent’s request not to disclose such information without written consent [§8025]. 

A single notice provided through a mailing, student handbook, or other method that is reasonably calculated to inform parents of the above information is sufficient to satisfy the parental notification requirements of both FERPA and ESSA. The notification must advise the parent of how to opt out of the public, nonconsensual disclosure of directory information and the method and timeline within which to do so [20 U.S.C. 1232g] [ESEA §8025].

Military Recruiter Access to Student Information
Districts receiving federal education funds must notify parents of secondary school students that they have a right to request their child’s name, address, and telephone number not be released to a military recruiter without their prior written consent. Districts must comply with any such requests [ESEA §8528(a)(2)(B)].

Parent and Family Engagement
A district receiving Title I funds must develop jointly with, agree on with, and distribute to, parents and family members of participating children a written district-level parent and family engagement policy. Each school served under Title I must also develop jointly with, agree on with, and distribute to, parents and family members of participating children a written school-level parent and family engagement policy. If an individual school or district has a parent and family engagement policy that applies to all, it may amend the policy to meet the requirements under the ESEA [ESEA Title I, Part A, §1116(a)(2)] [20 U.S.C. §6318(b); (c)]. 

Parents shall be notified of the policy in an understandable and uniform format and, to the extent practicable, provided in a language the parents can understand. Such policy shall be made available to the local community and updated periodically to meet the changing needs of parents and the school [ESEA Title I, Part A, §1116(b)(1)].

Schools must:
· hold at least one annual meeting for Title I parents; 
· offer a flexible number of meetings; 
· involve parents and families in an ongoing manner in the planning, review, and improvement of Title I programs; 
· provide Title I parents and families with timely information about the programs, a description and explanation of the curriculum, forms of academic assessment and expected levels of student proficiency; 
· if requested, provide opportunities for regular meetings to discuss decisions related to the education of their children; and 
· develop a school-parent compact that outlines the responsibilities of each party for improved student academic achievement [ESEA Title I, Part A, §1116(c)].

Report Cards on Statewide Academic Assessment
Each school district that receives Title I, Part A funds must prepare and disseminate an annual report card. Generally, the state or district must include on its report card information about public schools related to student achievement, accountability, teacher qualifications and other required information, as well as any other information that the state or district deems relevant. 

These report cards must be concise and presented in an understandable and uniform format accessible to persons with disabilities and, to the extent practicable, provided in a language that parents can understand. In Tennessee, these requirements are met through the state’s report card [ESEA Title I, Part A, §1111(h)(1) and (h)(2)].

Achievement on State Assessment
All schools must provide to parents, teachers, and principals the individual student interpretive, descriptive, and diagnostic reports, which allow specific academic needs to be understood and addressed, and include information on the student’s achievement on academic assessments aligned with state academic achievement standards [ESEA §1111(b)(2)(B)(x)].
	
National Assessment of Education Progress
Districts, schools, and students may voluntarily participate in the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP). Parents of children selected to participate in any NAEP assessment must be informed before the assessment is administered that their child may be excused from participation for any reason, is not required to finish any assessment, and is not required to answer any test question. A district must make reasonable efforts to inform parents and the public about their right to access all assessment data (except personally identifiable information), questions, and current assessment instruments [ESEA Title VI, Part C, §411(c)(1); (d)(1)–(2))].

Schoolwide Programs
An eligible school operating a schoolwide program shall make the comprehensive plan available to the LEA, parents, and the public. The information contained in such plan shall be in an understandable and uniform format and, to the extent practicable, provided in a language that the parents can understand [20 U.S.C. §6314][ESEA Title I, Part A, §1114].

English Learner Programs
A school district that uses federal funds to provide a language instruction education program for English learners must no later than 30 days after the beginning of the school year inform the parents of each child identified for participation or participating in such a program: 


· the reasons for the identification of the child as an English learner; 
· the child’s level of English proficiency; 
· how that level was determined and the status of the child’s academic achievement; 
· methods of instruction used in the program in which their child is participating and methods of instruction used in other available programs; 
· how the program will meet the educational strengths and needs of their child; 
· how the program will specifically help their child learn English and meet age-appropriate academic achievement standards for grade promotion and graduation; 
· the specific exit requirements for the program;
· in the case of a child with a disability, how the program meets the child’s IEP objectives; and 
· information about parental rights detailing the right of parents to have their child immediately removed from such program upon their request and the options that parents have to decline to enroll their child in such program or to choose another available program or method of instruction. 

For a child not identified as an English learner prior to the beginning of the school year, the district must notify parents within the first two weeks of the child being placed in such a program [ESEA Title I, Part A, §1112].

Homeless Children 
To be eligible for McKinney-Vento funds, the school must provide written notice at the time any child seeks enrollment in the school, and at least twice annually while the child is enrolled in the school, to the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth that, shall be signed by the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth; that sets forth the general rights provided; and specifically states:
· the choice of schools homeless children are eligible to attend; 
· that no homeless child is required to attend a separate school for homeless children; 
· that homeless children shall be provided comparable services, including transportation services, educational services, and meals; and
· that homeless children should not be stigmatized by school personnel.

If the district sends a homeless child to a school other than the school of origin or the school requested by the parent or guardian, the district must provide the parents a written explanation for, including notice of the right to appeal, the decision. The information must also be provided whenever a dispute arises over school selection [ESSA Title IX, Part C, §722(g)(3)(B)].

Each LEA liaison for homeless children and youth shall ensure the parents or guardians of homeless children and youth are informed of the educational and related opportunities available to their children and are provided with meaningful opportunities to participate in the education of their children [ESSA Title IX, Part C, §722(g)(6)(A)(iv)].

Public notice of the educational rights of homeless children and youths is disseminated where such children and youths receive services under the McKinney-Vento Act, such as schools, family shelters, and soup kitchens [ESSA Title X, Part C, §722(g)(6)(A)(v)].

21st Century Community Learning Centers
A program or activity funded as part of a 21st Century Community Learning Center providing before and after school activities to advance student academic achievement must undergo periodic evaluation to assess its progress toward achieving its goal of providing high-quality opportunities for academic enrichment. The results of evaluations shall be made available to the public upon request, with public notice of such availability provided [ESEA §4205(b)(2)].

Waiver Request
If a school district requests the U.S. Secretary of Education to waive any provision or regulation of the ESEA, it must provide notice and information about the waiver to the public in the manner in which is customarily provides public notice [20 U.S.C. §7861(b)(3)(B)] [ESEA Title IX, Part D, §8401(b)(3)(B)(ii)].


POLICIES REGARDING STUDENT INFORMATION 
STUDENT RECORDS ANNUAL NOTIFICATION
Within the first three weeks of each school year, the school system will notify parents of students of each student’s privacy rights. For students enrolling after the above period, this information shall be given to the student’s parents at the time of enrollment (6.601)

The Student’s Privacy Rights are as follows:
The student’s parents or the eligible student has the right to:
1. Inspect and review the student’s education records;
2. Seek correction of items in the record which are believed to be inaccurate, misleading or in violation of the student’s rights, including the right to a hearing upon request;
3. File a complaint with the appropriate state and federal officials when the school system violates laws and regulations relative to student records;
4. Obtain a copy of this policy and copy of the student’s educational records;
5. Exercise control over other people’s access to the records, except when prior written consent is given, or under circumstances as provided by law or regulations, or where the school system has designated certain information as “directory information.” Parents of students or eligible students have two weeks after notification to advise the school system in writing of items they designate not to be used as directory information.  The records custodian shall mark the appropriate student records for which directory information is to be limited, and this designation shall remain in effect until it is modified by the written direction of the student’s parents or the eligible student.    


NONDISCRIMINATION POLICY FOR STUDENTS AND EMPLOYEES
It is the policy of the Bradley County School System not to discriminate on the basis of sex, national origin, creed, age, marital status, or disability in its educational programs, activities or employment policies as required by the Title VI and VII of the 1964 Civil Rights Act, Title IX of the 1972 Educational Amendment, Section 504 of the Federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.
Students and employees shall be provided a learning and working environment free from sexual, racial, ethnic, and religious discrimination/harassment. It shall be a violation of this policy for any employee or any student to discriminate against or harass a student through disparaging conduct or communication that is sexual, racial, ethnic or religious in nature.
Inquiries regarding compliance with the nondiscrimination policy may be directed to the principal, coordinator (compliant manager) Dan Glasscock, or the Director of Schools. (Refer to policy 6.304, 6.305, 5.500, and memorandum of agreement: Teachers Contract Section IG Grievance Procedure).

Transfer Option for Students Victimized by Violent Crime at School
Under the Tennessee State Board of Education’s Unsafe School Choice Policy, any public school student who is the victim of a violent crime as defined under Tennessee Code Annotated 40-38-11 (g), or the attempt to commit one of these offenses as defined under Tennessee Code Annotated 30-12-101, shall be provided an opportunity to transfer to another grade-level appropriate school within the district.
Additional information regarding this option may be obtained by contacting the appropriate grade-level supervisor.
Ms. Sheena Newman -Supervisor of Elementary Instruction
                                                                (423) 476-0620

Parental Notice of Meningococcal Immunization – T.C.A. 49-6-50
According to TCA 49-6-50 schools are mandated to inform parents on an annual basis about meningococcal disease and the effectiveness of vaccination against the disease. Attached to this newsletter is an updated notice prepared by the Tennessee Department of health.                                                      
Tennessee Department of Education Contact Information
Answers to many questions and much helpful information may be obtained from the State Department of Education by calling 1-888-212-3162 or visiting http://www.state.tn.us/education/speced/index.htm
Legal Services Division
Division of Special Education, Tennessee Department of Education
Phone: (615) 741-2851
Fax: (615) 253-5567 or (615) 532-9412
East Tennessee Regional Resource Center
Phone: (865) 594-5691
Fax: (865) 594-8909
 
Child Advocacy Group Contact Information
In addition to the state and local resources available to parents and children, there are many agencies and organizations that offer support information, training, and help in advocating for persons with disabilities in Tennessee.
A few of these organizations are listed below:
The ARC of Tennessee
http://www.thearctn.org/
44 Vantage Way, Suite 550
Nashville, TN 37228
Phone: (615) 248-5878           Toll Free: 1-800-835-7077
Fax: (615) 248-5878              E-mail: pcooper@thearctn.org
Support and Training for Exceptional Parents (STEP)
http://www.tnstep.otg/
712 Professional Plaza
Greeneville, TN 37745
Tennessee- (423) 639-2464     karen.harrison@tnstep.org
Tennessee Protection and Advocacy (TP&A)
http://www.tpainc.org/
416 21st Ave. South
Nashville, TN 37212
1-800-287-9636 (Toll Free) or (615) 298-1080
(615) 298-2471 (TTY) (615) 298-2046 (Fax)
Tennessee Voices for Children
http://www.tnvoices.org/main.htm
East Tennessee (Knoxville Area)
(865) 609-2490
(865) 609-2543 (Fax)
These are but a few of the organizations available to help with information, training, and advocacy. For a more extensive list visit Tennessee Disability Pathfinder Database: http://mingus.kc.vanderbilt.edu/tdir/dbsearch.asp
Bradley County Schools provides network services to assist in preparing students for success in life and work in the 21st century by providing them with electronic access to a wide range of information and the ability to communicate with people from throughout the world. Network privileges include access to the internet. These privileges are not without responsibilities and Bradley County Schools has developed an acceptable use policy. Students and parents are expected to have read and be aware of the acceptable use policy. Violations will be dealt with appropriately. To view this policy you can go towww.bradleyschools.org or ask your local school for a copy of the policy. Parents may specifically request that their child(ren) not be provided such access by notifying the building principal in writing.
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