Mackay School District No. 182

STUDENTS
3265
Electronic Communications Devices
The Board adopts this policy to place controls on the use of student-owned electronic devices at school. There has been a rising concern that spending too much time on social media or using cell phones may be detrimental to students’ physical and mental health. The Board’s priority is that all students are engaged in learning without distraction. By placing limits on the permissible use of such electronics, the Board intends to promote student safety and improve academic focus.
This policy shall apply to any electronic device not issued by the District that is capable of accessing the internet or sending an electronic message to another device such as smart phones, other cell phones, tablets, laptops, e-readers, and smart watches.
Electronic devices may be used in the morning, during lunch, and after school in the commons, the gym, the auditorium, the multipurpose room and outside. They are not to be used in the instructional part of the building or classrooms at any time unless prior administrative approval has been granted. This includes assemblies and the gym during instructional time.
The devices shall not be used in a manner that disrupts the educational process, including, but not limited to, posing a threat to academic integrity or violating confidentiality or privacy rights of another individual.  Students who choose to bring the devices to school are required to have them turned off in their lockers during instructional time.  Elementary students will give their devices to the teacher at the beginning of each day. Violation of this policy will result in the device being confiscated. The District will use reasonable care to safeguard confiscated devices, but will not be responsible if the devices are lost or stolen. Students or their parents may seek return of the devices consistent with the following:

1st referral: device will be turned into the office and returned to student at the end of the school day.

2nd and all additional referrals: device will be turned into the office, the parent will be notified, and the device returned to a parent/guardian.
Access to the devices is a privilege and not a right. Each student will be required to follow the Acceptable Use of Electronic Networks Policy 3270 and the Internet Access Conduct Agreement.
Students may only access the internet through the filtered District connection, regardless of whether they are using their personal device or a District-issued device. District staff will not provide software or technical assistance for student-owned devices.

The use of cameras in any type of electronic device is strictly prohibited in locker rooms, restrooms, and classrooms unless a certified District employee authorizes the student to do otherwise. Where students are allowed to use electronic devices, they are required to obtain permission before taking a photograph or video of any individual. Students must also obtain permission from any individual appearing in a photograph or video prior to posting on any networking site or other internet site.

Students found to be using any electronic communications device to in any way send or receive personal messages, data, or information that would contribute to or constitute cheating on tests or examinations shall be subject to discipline and the device shall be confiscated and not returned until a parent conference has been held. 

Students are responsible for safeguarding devices they bring to school. The District shall not be responsible for loss, theft, damages, or destruction of student owned devices brought onto school property. 

Students shall comply with any additional rules developed by the school concerning appropriate use of telecommunication or other electronic devices.

Students violating the provisions of this policy are subject to disciplinary action, including losing the privilege of bringing the device onto school property, detention, suspension, or expulsion. If a parent/guardian wishes to appeal disciplinary action, they should refer to Policy 3340. 

The controls on electronic communication devices contained in this policy do not apply to special education or Section 504 students or students with an Individualized Education Plan when any of these or other such similar plans conflict with uses outlined herein.
Students may use a personal electronic device in the case of an emergency to contact help. In this policy, an emergency is an event that poses an immediate threat to the health or safety of any person or a risk of damage to property. If a parent/guardian needs to contact the student, they should call the school office and ask staff to relay the message and/or make arrangements for the student to contact parent/guardian.
The Board directs the Superintendent or their designee to inform staff, students, and parents/guardians about this policy.
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