US Religion in a Global World
Title Slide

Thank Yous
· To all teachers for coming out; as a former HS history teacher I understand that for everything you do you are leaving something else left unfinished.

· To Andy Mink and all of those who help put together the grant and its activities

Why a globally religious outlook?

· From the outset America’s community of faithful have accepted the blessing and the burdens that are a consequence of the “City on a Hill” mentality; reaching out to save others through our example and using religion to shape our interactions with other peoples.

· Religion is an essential part of the warp and woof of American society; it is a determinant and functional; leaders are often shaped by their religious views and seek religious-inspired counsel; American foreign policy is often a product of earlier developments among religious groups and their movements.  American use theology to interpret events and to shape responses or plan their actions.
· Our religious activity abroad often shapes our religious activity at home.  
· Importance to teach it on its own terms, even if that means presenting how the various believers understood their faith and theology.  There are far more important and defining moments in American religious history to teach than those that are commonly taught, many of which serve to marginalize religion—Salem Witchcraft trials (remind you of Richard Godbeer’s Escaping Salem thesis) and Scopes Monkey Trial.
· It is who we are, even if we are among the non-religious.  For better and for worse, our nation has been and continues to be shaped by religion and our religious engagement with the rest of the world—be that abroad or here at home.  

· There are contrasting views on this as seen in a comparative examination of Noll (self-determinant) and Holifield (US is globally shaped).  Mark Noll, however, has been shifting some of his views lately in more recent writings.  As a nation we have been “global in orientation, influence and exchange” for some time.

A word on my presentation style
· Numerous examples, we’ll see how far/how many we cover; I’ve given you numerous documents; over-prepared and always have more
· Supreme Court style:  Please stop me with questions, challenges, and comments as we go.
To begin I want to turn first to one of the topics in my chapter, but go well beyond that to show even deeper meaning. 
Frederick Douglass Slide 
Frederick Douglass
· The defining moment of his life was a religious one, one that he says made him into the man he was.
· Sandy is really a man we should also be teaching more about.  Why don’t we know more about him?  How has history and dominant culture conspired to leave his life and views undocumented?
· Albert Raboteau makes the case than nearly 50% of first generation slaves continued to hold traditional beliefs.

· But there is more
· WORK THROUGH DOUGLASS READING
· We also need to think of Douglass as an international actor shaped by his religious views.  

· His international role in the abolition movement was steeped in views and actions shaped by his Christian beliefs (London Reception Speech, May 1846)

· In 1893, at the WPR (something we will talk more about) he spoke and was the official commissioner of the Haitian government.  He also spoke in support of Irish Home Rule on religious and moral grounds.

· But Raboteau also tells us that at least 15% of slaves came as Muslims.  And I want to share another, very different story, of the world’s religions at work here in the US, adding to a global outlook.
Omar ibn Said Slide
Omar ibn Said

· 15-page autobiography written in Arabic in 1831, when he was 61 years old and had been enslaved for 24 years.

· Said was a Muslim scholar, and slave from West Africa, who was more literate than many of the Carolina slave masters.

· As a slave, he was, like almost all others, forced to convert to Christianity.  How complete or genuine his supposed conversion was is up for discussion. 

· Said began the work with the 67th surah of the Qur’an, Al-Mulk (“dominion” or “ownership”). 

· Starting, as do all surahs but one, with Bismillah (“In the Name of God…”), its text continues, “Blessed be He in Whose hands is Dominion; and He over all things hath power….” Said’s meaning is clear: It is God who holds sway over creation. 

· Said’s manuscript is often considered to be the first plea for religious co-existence written by a Muslim in America. 
· While seemingly unknown to us, he was widely known throughout the American South and in religious circles during and immediately after his own life.

· Here are just a few articles about him, all of which can be found on Documenting the American South, that reflects how widespread his story had been publicized:
1. Autobiography of Omar ibn Said, Slave in North Carolina, 1831. Ed. John Franklin Jameson. From The American Historical Review, 30, No. 4. (July 1925), 787-795. 
2. A short biography of Omar ibn Said from The Christian Advocate, July 1825
3. An account of meeting Omar ibn Said from The African Repository and Colonial Journal July 1837
4. An account of Omar ibn Said from North Carolina University Magazine September, 1854
5. An account of Omar ibn Said's manuscript from The Wilmington Chronicle January 27, 1847
6. An account of Omar ibn Said included in David Brown's The Planter...(1853).
Missionary Movement
Turkey Missionary Slide

· The American movement was inspired by and drew its procedures and approaches from an earlier English movement.  

· On 31 May 1792 in Northhampton, England, William Carey launched the modern missionary movement through the preaching of a sermon drawn from his treatise, An Inquiry into the Obligation of Christians to use Means for the Conversion of the Heathens.
· The text was Isaiah 54:2-3 and his challenge: “Expect great things from God, attempt great things for God” inspired 12 Reformed Baptists to form the “Particular (Calvinist) Baptist Society for Propagating the Gospel among the Heathens.” Known better to us as the SPG.
· The London Missionary Society was formed three years later in a model effort.

· ABCFM (American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions) in the US came about in early 1800s as a product of the Second Great Awakening.  
· It was formalized in 1810 and then sent its first Presbyterian missionary overseas in 1812; it was the first foreign efforts of the many domestic efforts which preceded it, including the Massachusetts Missionary Society which was operating by 1807 and individuals who took such efforts upon themselves, including Jonathan Edwards and his son-in-law David Brainerd. 
· Turkey, for example, once ABCFM's largest mission enterprise. 

· In 1820, two missionaries, Pliny Fiske and Levi Parsons, set sail for Palestine. En route, they disembarked in Smyrna (later Izmir), Turkey. 
· Conversion of Armenians after failure to convert Muslims
· Death of A’sad Shidyaq  

· Protestant millet was declared in 1850.
WORK THROUGH MISSIONARY READING ON TURKEY
· In the mid-nineteenth century, the utopia of the Protestant missionaries in Turkey consisted in an almost millenarian belief in a new social and symbolic order, promoted by their own evangelistic, educative, and civilizing efforts, and linking their modern belief in progress with evangelical spirituality. 
· Penetrating all the eastern provinces of the Ottoman Empire, the carriers of this Puritan model of successful work, self-confident behavior, and the socio-religious subversion of the existing order made a major impact on the Christian minorities and on other heterodox communities 
· These were groups that thought there would be much to win and little to lose if fundamental change took place. 
· The most important heterodox group in Anatolia, besides those grouped in the recognized non-Muslim millets, was the Alevis. This is the term for a number of different communities whose common characteristics are the adoration of Ali, the fourth Caliph, as Paraclete; their refusal of the Sharia; and an age-old history of marginalization under the Sunni Sultans.

· Thomas Davidson and Carmelite Christie were in Turkey between 1877 and 1920.

· Marash, Central Turkey Theological Seminary

· Tarsus, St. Paul’s Institute (he served as President)

· Education in Turkey owes a great deal to the American missionary influence.  Boğaziçi Üniversitesi was founded by American missionaries in the mid-19th century as Robert College, the college had an important influence on the modernization of political, social, economic and scientific thought in Turkey.
· By 1914, the American Board employed 174 American workers. These included about 133 missionaries, who worked at 17 principal ABCFM stations, 256 sub-stations, one publishing department, nine hospitals and 426 schools with more than 25,000 students.
BREAK (Option 1)

Hamidian Massacre Slide

· US missionary observations during both the Hamidian massacres of the 1890s
· To our missionaries the link between what they were doing abroad to what they were doing at home was clear.
· As was written in The American Missionary from one of their annual meeting minutes (1836):
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tried friend, and trust it. Is not this an advantage? And, further, has not Providence
opened the South to our polity, as well as piety, in a marked manner? The work
already accomplished has shown the tree to be good, and given it favor widely, even
among the old masters, Hence the aid given to our institutions by several of the States.
Hence the high hope of many whites, that our work will do much to tone up the blacks
in all that belongs to good citizenship, good morality, and proper church discipline.
As Mohamimedan Turkey, and Pagan Hawaii and India, bave welcomed the Christian
homes planted among them by the missionaries, and as the wission churches have been
& leaven of light in their social and political life, so it has been, and will more and
more be, as you establish your church centres over the South.

In conclusion, then, we approve what seems to be the thought of the Executive
Committee—to * advance its activities in the direction of saving souls at the South,
and organize churches of our polity, as really missionary centres of leavening influence.
Let the trial of our polity at the South be a fair and full one, carrying out our ideas of
Christian doctrine and morality. Thus, as we pray and believe, will that wilderness
the sooner bud and blossom like the rose. We recommend, therefors, the adoption
of the following resolution :

Resolved, That this Association approves the plan of its Executive Committee—to
malke & careful examination of the field at the South, and infuse new activity into its
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Armenian Genocide Slide
· Then, later, the more widespread genocide of the Armenians in 1915-1917 was also defined by the overtly Christian response, anti-Muslim rhetoric, and the attempts to bring peace.
BREAK (Option 2)
Hawaii Slide
Hawaiian missionaries

· The “marriage” of the US and Hawaiians.

· Marriage was then always a religious event
· The perversion of the event was shown by making McKinley the minister and the substitution of the Bible with America’s “annexation policy” which was ever-changing.

· Questions whether or not our policies and practices were principled and moral or corruptible and manipulative?

· The story of missionaries and their descendents going well beyond their initial interests and activities.  Hawaii, unlike Turkey, was vulnerable and more easily transformed.

· Missionaries became the leading agri-business and political figures.

· [Aside] The US remained, interestingly enough, a mission field for the Catholic Church until 1910s.
· Not only did they do work among the Native peoples but also in Hawaii

· Father Damien de Veuster (1864-1889 efforts in Hawaii on Molokai)
· Such a practice helped contribute to the anti-Catholicism throughout the US; many believers within other denominations considered such a status and the practices that resulted as demeaning / arrogant or both.

Uncle Sam Slide 
· Substantial links between US foreign policy and US missionaries abroad. 
· US interests were conditioned by our religious views
DISSECT THE UNCLE SAM POLITICAL CARTOON
Priestley and the World’s Parliament of Religions
Priestley Slide

· Priestley’s views on Unitarianism as distinct from Channing’s views and also the views that will come back to prominence.
· Brought to US from England and Europe

· Jesus was mere man

· Unitarianism was still a Christian faith, and yet, with its views on Jesus was also the best chance for dialog and understanding with Judaism and Islam

· These two examples will allow you to show students that they (and many believers for that matter) often fail to grasp—religious denominations or groups and their theology is ever-changing.  

· No theology stays consistent over time; the secular influences and shapes the sacred, sometimes very subtly and over time and sometimes radically and with immediacy.

WPR Slide

· The organizer of the WPR, the Rev. John H. Barrows, was also a unitarian believer.

· But he was a Unitarian of the Channing line of thinking; 

· In his view, Christianity was superior to all other faiths and the one true faith and he designed the WPR to allow others to show their beliefs but in a format that would demonstrate their inferiority.
· We should see the WPR as “ecumenical but Christian-centric”

· Unite all religions against irreligion, under one umbrella

· As much opposition as support

· Americans were afraid that the WPR would “sanction” other faiths and give them equal footing

· Barrows held that the internationalization was not the goal and assured opponents of the ecumenical “hidden” agenda.

· Americans were in the throes of imperialism and Barrow’s views fit the prevailing (though contested) ideas

· Mark Twain was an anti-imperialist—rabidly so 

· Other Unitarians would come to reject this and return to (go full circle) Priestley’s ideas of a universal acceptance so that by 1920 Unitarians were undergoing a substantial redefinition.
CONCLUSIONS

· I think there are many different “take-aways” for teachers from these various storylines.

· The presence of non-Christian faiths

· The long-standing tradition of conversion efforts and the challenges as well as moral issues inherent in that

· Just how many aspects of US history have been shaped by religion

· The ever-changing aspects of religion

· I am sure that there are many more you can identify and I look forward to hearing your thoughts.
Resources

· My Global History

· Divining America 

