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Welcome to the Central High School Choral Program, where Grizzlies sing!


Mr. Michael Ogdon				Mr. Matthew Rye
Choral Department Director 		Collaborative Accompanist 
559 287 4226				559 593 3568
mogdon@centralusd.k12.ca.us		mrye@centralusd.k12.ca.us




Please read this handbook. It explains rules and expectations for student involvement and participation in the choirs of CHS.  The last page of this packet is a signature page for student and guardian(s) to sign and return.



The CHS Choirs provide a place for singers to become vocalists and for acquaintances to become friends. We offer opportunities to sing in concerts following rigorous rehearsals that lead to independent musicianship with an understanding of music and its ability to communicate to audiences a vast range of emotional and aesthetic experiences.
Central Choirs, conducted by Michael Ogdon and accompanied by Matthew Rye provide a variety of opportunities for all students to participate in choir from beginning through advanced levels.  Our goal is to provide the CHS singers with an outstanding experience in choral music and memories to last a lifetime. Thank you to the students for sharing their musical talents and to the parents for your guidance and support. 
The Central High School Choral Department consists of two academic classes and four performing groups:  Music Fundamentals, Voice Class (beginning singers), Treble Choir (beginning women), Bass Collective (beginning men), Concert Chorus, and Advanced Ensemble.  We also feature soloists and smaller student organized ensembles at many of our programs.

Course Descriptions:

MUSIC FUNDAMENTALS (D115)  GR 9-10-11-12
Prerequisite: None
An introduction to the elements of music, including study of the staff, clefs, key signatures, scales, time signatures, notation, meter and rhythm, major and minor chords, song writing techniques, application of theory at the keyboard, and rhythmic, melodic, and harmonic ear training. No musical background is required or expected, although students with such a background may find certain material in the course to be less challenging.

VOICE CLASS (D144)  GR 9-10-11-12
Prerequisite: None
This class is designed for beginning students to explore and expand solo vocal technique and styling. Each semester will include a short forays into many styles of vocal music including classical, jazz, rock, R&B, musical theater, and ethnic music. Students will learn proper vocal production, sight-reading proficiency, ear training, expansion of range, technical facility, a cappella singing, and dynamic nuances.  Potential performance opportunities will present themselves in both the first and second semester, though public performance is not required.

TREBLE CHOIR (D147) GR 9-10-11-12
Fulfills UC/CSU “f” requirement
Prerequisite: None
Choral music will be used to teach vocal techniques, ear training, and music reading. Students will be taught to sing as an ensemble in preparation for several concerts. Students will explore and perform choral selections from the Renaissance to present-day popular music and three and four part singing will be prepared and performed for a least one concert per semester. 

BASS COLLECTIVE (D145)  GR 9-10-11-12
Fulfills UC/CSU “f” requirement
Prerequisite: None
This class is designed for the beginning singer. Choral music will be used to teach vocal techniques, ear training, and music reading. Emphasis will be placed on music reading and basic vocal foundations. This  group performs according to vocal ability  at festivals, events, and department concerts. 


CONCERT CHORUS (D113)  GR 10-11-12  
Fulfills UC/CSU “f” requirement
Prerequisite: Treble Choir, Audition or teacher approval
Concert Choir is the premier vocal showcase of Central H.S. The choir performs throughout the year in and around the community. Activities include: choral festivals, community concerts, informal programs, sporting events, choir trips and music tours.  Superior knowledge of basic music theory and vocal technique required; performance of moderately difficult and difficult literature, both accompanied and unaccompanied. A variety of musical literature from all time periods and other languages will be explored. Semester one includes two required concert performances. Semester two includes two required performances and the opportunity to participate in district & state music festivals.

ADVANCED ENSEMBLE (D117) GR 10-11-12
Fulfills UC/CSU “f” requirement
Prerequisite: Selection by audition only
co-enroll in another vocal ensemble

Student must be concurrently enrolled in another music department performing ensemble. Voice lessons are strongly encouraged. Credit for this class is awarded on the basis of class participation, preparation, and outside performances. Students will perform both solo and Chamber literature of various styles. Superior knowledge of basic music theory and vocal technique required; performance of moderately difficult and difficult literature, both accompanied and unaccompanied. Semester one includes two required concert performances. Semester two includes two required performances and the opportunity to participate in district and state music festivals. Students will be expected to spend additional hours beyond the regular class time.


Choir Supplies & Materials:

In order to meet the goals of each vocal ensemble, students need to provide basic materials with which to organize their music, take notes, complete quizzes and tests, etc.  In light of the expense of school provided uniforms, the following student provided materials are expected by week two and in class daily. 
• Black Half-inch 3 ring binder 
• Pencil
• College or Wide Ruled Paper
• Highlighter(s)

Students will be held responsible for materials assigned to them, including sheet music and uniforms. Sheet music is the most expensive part of the chorus curriculum. Students who damage or destroy a copy of music will be charged the total amount of each piece (varying from $1.00-$3.00 per selection) to replace the music.

Everyone is expected to handle classroom materials and equipment with care. Students who fail to do so may lose the privilege of using these items.

Field Trips:
Field trips are one of the most exciting parts of being in chorus. Remember that field trips are a privilege. Students who do not meet chorus and/or school guidelines may lose that privilege. More information on field trips will be sent home as they are finalized.

Choir Uniforms:
All chorus students will be required to wear the designated chorus uniform to concerts and other performances as directed. Throughout the year this is the student’s responsibility.  If an item is lost or stolen, it will be up to you to replace it. If assigned a school owned uniform, the cost to replace a shirt, tie,  and pants is $80.00, while a dress is also $80.00. 

	* Students wearing dresses 
	   You will need black, closed toe, “ballet flat” shoes and dark stockings
	* Students wearing shirts and pants
	   You will need black dress shoes, black socks, and a black belt

There will be expectations for hair, makeup, and modest undergarments.


Required Performances:
Choir is a performing arts program; therefore, students are expected to attend *ALL* performances. Concerts are a key component in every student’s grade. Parents and students should take the time to mark down all performance dates in their calendars!!!

School and Community
The choral department will present multiple school concerts this year. These will be day and evening performances held in various locations throughout the district. In addition, one or more of the choruses may perform in and around the community. Please refer to the performance calendar for the dates and locations of all current information.

Absences from Concerts / Performances:
Concerts are an integral part of any choir program. There is no way to make up the experience if a concert is missed. Students are expected to participate in *ALL* performances. All concert dates are provided early in the year so that families can avoid scheduling any conflicting appointments or trips around those dates.

Excused absences: Illness (with doctor’s note); death in the family; other emergency situations; pre-arranged absences (i.e. religious reasons) where parent note is received at least two weeks prior to the concert. 

*In order to receive a passing grade for an excused absence, a student will be required to complete a makeup assignment. Please see the next page for “How to earn missed points from a concert.”

Unexcused absences: Students who have an unexcused absence from a concert will be awarded no points and will not be given an opportunity to make up the work. A missed concert results in the student's grade lowering one full level.
Unexcused absence from concert
  = ZERO POINTS

How to earn missed points from a concert:
A student must bring the appropriate documentation to the director within TWO days of his/her return to class. If a note is not received in time, the absence will be considered unexcused and will earn no points.

There is no way to make up the experience of a choir concert if missed. To make up the points, however, students who bring in the appropriate paper
will be assigned a makeup assignment of the director’s choosing. It is the students’ responsibility to pick-up the assignment; the teacher will not seek them out. Upon completion of this assignment, the student will receive points based on the quality of their work. Please note that both the assignment and a signed excuse note must be received in order for ANY points to be awarded.


Fundraising:
All students are encouraged to participate in the choir fundraisers because all fundraiser money benefits chorus students. The funds we raise are used to pay for things such as music, bus transportation, accompanists, awards, hospitality, competition fees, clinician fees, uniforms, and more. Information regarding fundraisers will be sent home as soon as it is available.


Behavior Expectations:
Students are expected to exhibit self-discipline and a sense of pride as a member of the choir program. Each member represents the choral program, as well as Central High School and should behave accordingly-- in school and out. Students are expected to be respectful to other students, teachers, parents, and any adult who may be placed in charge.

Any student who exhibits excessive or severe misbehavior, whether during class, at a performance, or while attending an off-campus choir-sponsored activity, may be disciplined in one or more of the following ways:
• Removal from activity
• Removal from room
• Parent phone call
• Private counsel
• Discipline referral
• Parent conference
• Suspension from choir events

Classroom Rules:
1. Be on time with music and pencil on the riser in your assigned place
2. Respect leaders and fellow students. Pay attention. Interact.
3. Don't allow things to distract from our purpose - that of making music.

NO FOOD, GUM, CANDY, OR BEVERAGES ARE ALLOWED IN ANY CLASSROOM AT CHS WITHOUT EXPLICIT TEACHER PERMISSION. 

Hall Passes, Restroom Privileges, and Phone Usage
It is my responsibility to use the entire class period for instruction. Writing passes disrupts activities; therefore students are expected to use the restroom, schedule guidance appointments, etc. between classes or during rehearsal breaks. Students are only permitted phone use in rehearsal when allowed by the director.

Extracurricular Activities:
Participation in the activities listed here is not required for all students, but is greatly encouraged. Before school study sessions and/or rehearsals are required in most cases. Students must meet academic and behavioral
requirements of the CHS student and choral handbook to be eligible.

Central Region ACDA Honor Choir, FMCMEA Honor Choir, Summer Youth Choir
Honor Choir is a chance to take part in singing with the most talented students in Central California. All choir members are encouraged to audition in September, 2019. If selected for the ensemble, the performance and rehearsals will take place in November culminating in a concert on the last evening of the event.
Solo and Ensemble:
Any student can choose to compete in the local and District Solo and Ensemble competitions as a soloist, an ensemble member, or both. This is an excellent opportunity for a young singer to make great improvements in their singing ability. You will receive more information on these opportunities as they arise.



Grading Policy:
In order for choir students to achieve the highest grades possible, it is important for both students and parents to be aware of the choir grading policy. As a performance-based class, a significant percentage of points are awarded for participation in performances. Students must be responsible about informing their parents and attendance at concerts because of the big impact these events have on their grade. Read on to understand how points are earned in each category.

50% Concert Attendance
In order to receive full credit for concerts, each student must:
1. Attend all scheduled performances.
2. Arrive at the Call Time given.
3. Wear the appropriate uniform.
4. Follow the code of conduct.
5. Use proper concert etiquette when observing and performing 

25% Written work and Examinations
This category includes sight-reading, part-singing, music literacy, music appreciation, music analysis, composition, and more. Students are responsible for keeping their choir folder up to date by checking with other students and with the director about missed work.

25% Daily/Weekly Participation
A student will receive an “A” for participation if they:
• Always arrive on time.
• Participate constantly.
• Listen constantly.
• Always have required materials.
• Always adhere to classroom policies and procedures.
• Submit the weekly participation assignment





How to Stay Informed:

We are an active program with students participating in several performances and trips each year. We make every effort to keep our choir family up-to-date on all activities. 

Email
We send regular emails with important details about upcoming events, trips, classroom reminders, etc. Emails are sent through the school-wide program. Be sure your email address is correctly registered through your student’s account and that the messages are not blocked on your personal account.

Website
Our website is a work in motion that contains a lot of information about our program. We will post relevant information (itineraries, media, calendar updates).  You can find the website at https://sites.google.com/s/1x3lYjGEzJZ-ziQQVr4l83bjsqUzT8pAM/p/15EviownexCJnrlPg7sF5_5dHtDETr3gh/edit

Calendar
You can always access our most current calendar by visiting our website. If you click on “Calendar” in the top-right menu, you will open our calendar displayed in monthly view.  We typically avoid handing out hard copies because of constant changes throughout the year. If handed a physical paper calendar of events, please remember dates are subject to change.

Facebook
We have a Facebook page. It is for alumni, current students and their families. You are invited to join and “like” our page. Find us at www.facebook.com/chsgrizzlychoir/

Instagram
Yup. We’re insta-up with our Instagram , too.  @chsgrizzlychoir

Text Messages
Texts are possible. We will get more information to you if we can establish a Parent Square account for each of our groups. 







Central High School Choral Arts Patronage Program
The Central Unified School District takes pride in offering its students the best educational experience available by hiring strong, passionate educators, providing excellent facilities, and utilizing a global-instructional stage. The Central High Choral  Department aligns with this philosophy and would like to offer you the opportunity to be a part of this great tradition. Your patronage will grant our musicians the chance to study with remarkable vocal artists, commission new choral works from acclaimed composers and arrangers, and perform in the greatest musical venues of this nation. 
Music is the movement of sound to reach the soul for the education of its virtue. – Plato 
Please consider donating to this worthy cause.

_________ Platinum Paw Patron ($500+): Patrons of this tier will receive four 
complimentary tickets to each CHS choral performance, formal recognition, personal/ business ad in each choral program, the opportunity to setup a display booth in the performance hall lobby, and a performance by the CHS Advanced Ensemble at your Christmas Party. 

_________ Golden Paw Patron ($250): Patrons of this tier will receive two complimentary 
tickets to each CHS choral performance, formal recognition, personal/business ad in each choral program, and the opportunity to setup a display booth in the performance hall lobby. 

_________ Silver Paw Patron ($150): Patrons of this tier will receive two complimentary 
tickets to the CHS Fall and Holiday concert, formal recognition, and a personal/business ad in those choral programs. 

_________ Bronze Paw Patron ($100): Patrons of this tier will receive two complimentary 
tickets to the CHS Fall and Holiday concert, and formal recognition of their donation in the choral program. 

_________ Copper Paw Patron ($50): Patrons of this tier will receive formal recognition of 
their donation in the program. 
Patron Name: ___________________________________ Phone: ___________________ 
Address: _________________________________________________________________ 
Email: ___________________________________________________________________ 
Please make checks payable to “Central High Foundation” and list as “Choral Patron” This donation to a non-profit organization is tax deductible

image1.png




image2.png





Central High School

2019-2020
Choral Department Handbook



