

YALE PUBLIC SCHOOLS – BOARD OF EDUCATION

REGULAR MEETING

Yale Elementary School Media Center
Thursday, April 3, 2025 – 7:00 PM
MEETING MINUTES 
1. CALL TO ORDER

President Bullard called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/MOMENT OF SILENCE
President Bullard invited Yale Elementary students to lead the Pledge of Allegiance which was followed by a moment of silence. 
3. ROLL CALL

Members Present:
Bullard, Hurlburt, Butler, McClelland, Johnson, Brancaccio
Members Absent:
French
Also Present:
Superintendent Kurt Sutton
Assistant Superintendent Bill Kryscynski

Secretary to the Board Nancy Maplethorpe, Avoca Elementary Principal 
Yale Expositor Reporter Jim Brown, Yale Elementary Principal Rick Carlson, Cassidy Silverthorn, 
Stephanie Kocis and several Yale Elementary staff members, audience members and students.
4. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

Motion by Hurlburt seconded by Butler to adopt the agenda as amended.

Ayes: 6

Nays: 0 
 

Absent: 1

Motion Carried

5. CORRESPONDENCE: None
6. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
A. Special Guests 
– Yale Elementary School Presentation
Mr. Carlson, Mrs. Kocis and Mrs. Silverthorn explained neurodiversity, which refers to the diversity of all people. Several students spoke on being a friend to someone who might struggle and how important it is to be friends with everyone.  Each Wednesday the students take a cart, called the ‘Woot Woot’ Wagon, to each classroom to provide teachers the opportunity to get a snack. 

The children then excitedly took the ‘Woot Woot’ Wagon to all of the Board members and gave them the opportunity to take a soft drink or snack. 
· SCCCMH Presentation
Deb Johnson and Aubree Mayhew presented awards to the following Yale students who were winners in the Creative Arts Contest sponsored by Community Mental Health:
· June Brengman – Avoca Elementary School – Third Grade Bookmark Winner
· Kaelin Morris – Yale Junior High School – Middle School Poetry Contest Grand Prize
· Kelsey Reno – Yale Junior High School – Middle School Poetry Contest Second Place 
· Ella Vokes – Yale High School – High School Art Contest Best in Show
· Allyssa Emmitt – Yale High School – High School Art Contest Honorable Mention
Mrs. Johnson also recognized Alisa Nicol, the high school art teacher. For the last three years, a Yale High School Student from her art classes has been selected as the Best in Show winner of our art contest!
The Board took a short recess: 7:22 PM
The Board returned into open session: 7:29 PM
B. Agenda Items: None 
C. Non-Agenda Items: None
7. SPECIAL EDUCATION – DR. DAVE PHILLIPS

· Special Education Director Dr. Dave Phillips distributed a handout and talked about the Michigan Department of Education Rating Efficiency System for Special Education Results and Compliance Indicators.
8. Superintendent’s Report


Superintendent Sutton read/shared his report which contained the following:
· WXYZ, the ABC affiliate in Detroit, hosted our A/V class at their Southfield studios on Tuesday, April 1, thanks to the DuPont Family. Students had the opportunity to tour behind the scenes, see the 12:00 news being filmed, and recorded a welcome to the following morning’s show. Thanks to Mrs. Bauer and Mr. Bearss for seeking this opportunity for our students.
· We have a number of performances by our theatre class and drama club coming soon. That’s Not How I Remember by the theatre class will be presented April 12 at 2:00 and 6:00 PM. Into the Woods Jr. will be performed by the Yale Drama Club on May 2 at 6:00 PM and May 3 at 2:00 & 6:00 PM.

· Spring concerts are also on the horizon, highlighted by the combined band and choir concert set for May 4 at 4:00 PM at Yale High School.

· Yale’s Education Foundation has had their initial meeting and will be working with the Community Foundation to promote The Big Give. The Big Give is a fundraising campaign that allows interested donors the opportunity to support the Yale Education Foundation (YEF) with tax deductible donations. The goal is to grow the Yale Education Foundation funds enough to allow us to grant mini grants that support hands on learning.
· Our Board of Education speaker and commencement speakers have been confirmed. I’m pleased to share that Dr. Ryan Huffman will be speaking to our Bulldogs at the Board of Education Dinner on May 7, at 6:30 PM. Dianna Collins will be giving a message to the class of 
of 2025 at commencement on May 18.

9. Student Representative Report – Logan Winters
Logan read/shared his report which contained the following:
· Leadership exchange with Croswell students was a success.
· Congratulations to our winter sports teams for a successful season.

· A/V and yearbook students visited the Channel 7 Newsroom and had the opportunity to see how the news is produced in addition to filming a clip for Good Morning Detroit.

· To raise money for their class a ‘Powderbuff’ volleyball game was sponsored by the class of 2026.
· Mr. Barr’s class is in the process of selling the maple syrup that they processed this spring and currently are making fishing poles.

· The Jiggawatz Robotics Team is going to states.

· North Branch students visited Yale High School to see all the art work in the halls.

· Geometry in Construction students built three deer blinds and a playhouse for Emmett Farrell Elementary.

· The band recently received a first division rating from all three judges at a band festival competition.
10. APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL REPORTS
A. Treasurer’s Report and Monthly Bills in the amount of $448,439.09.
Motion by Hurlburt seconded by Johnson to acknowledge receipt of the Treasurer’s Report and approve monthly bills in the amount of $448,439.09 as presented.

Roll Call Vote:




Bullard-Yes, Hurlburt- Yes, French- Absent, Butler- Yes, McClelland-Yes, Johnson- Yes, 

     


Brancaccio-Yes


Ayes: 6

Nays: 0
  
Absent: 1 
  
Motion Carried
11. APPROVAL OF PERSONNEL REPORT
A. Instruction and Personnel

1. Hiring

A. Anthony Buss, Yale Elementary Custodian

B. Jessica Beatty, Avoca Elementary Children’s Center Opener/GSRP Aide

C. Jennifer Smith, Avoca Elementary Children’s Center Closer/GSRP Aide

2. Resignations

A. Michelle Longo, Avoca Elementary Children’s Center Closer/GSRP Aide

B. Lillian Lucier, Avoca Elementary Children’ Center Opener/GSRP Aide

3. Leave Request

A. Gabrielle Duke, Yale High School Teacher

4. Recommendations to the Substitute List
  Motion by Johnson seconded by Hurlburt to approve the Personnel Report as amended.



Roll Call Vote:




Bullard-Yes, Hurlburt- Yes, French- Absent, Butler- Yes, McClelland-Yes, Johnson- Yes, 

     


Brancaccio-Yes




Ayes: 6

Nays: 0
  
Absent: 1 
  
Motion Carried
12. OLD BUSINESS: None
13. NEW BUSINESS – APPROVAL OF BIDS 

A. Approval of Bids

1. Kitchen Exhaust System Replacement

Motion by Butler seconded by Brancaccio to award the kitchen exhaust system
replacement  bid in the amount of $252,286.00 to Salski Construction LLC. as presented.

Roll Call Vote:  





Bullard-Yes, Hurlburt- Yes, French- Absent, Butler- Yes, McClelland-Yes, Johnson- Yes, 

     



Brancaccio-Yes

Ayes: 6

Nays: 0
  
Absent: 1 
  
Motion Carried
2. Vestibule/ADA Bathroom

Motion by Butler seconded by Hurlburt to award the Vestibule, ADA bathroom 

bid, in the amount of $212,604.00, to Salski Construction LLC as presented.

Roll Call Vote:





Bullard-Yes, Hurlburt- Yes, French- Absent, Butler- Yes, McClelland-Yes, Johnson- Yes, 

     



Brancaccio-Yes


Ayes: 6

Nays: 0
  
Absent: 1 
  
Motion Carried
14. Comments from Board Members, Administration
· Superintendent Sutton, President Bullard and all the Board members gave kudos to Yale Elementary Principal Rick Carlson, Mrs. Kocis, Mrs. Silverthorn, and their student representatives, on the excellent presentation on neurodiversity and to Community Mental Health on the peer mentoring art program.
· Mrs. Butler wished the robotics team good luck at their finals this weekend.
15. Adjournment by Consensus 8:04 PM
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 Meghan Butler, Secretary


       Yale Board of Education









