PSSA Science Test General Information

· Questions that appear on the PSSA science test come from one of four reporting categories:

· Nature of Science

· Biological Sciences

· Physical Sciences

· Earth & Space Sciences

· The blueprint of the test for each grade level is as follows:

	Reporting Category
	Grade 4
	Grade 8
	Grade 11

	Nature of Sciences
	34 points
	34 points
	37 points

	Biological Sciences
	12 points
	12 points
	13 points

	Physical Sciences
	11 points
	11 points
	12 points

	Earth & Space Sciences
	11 points
	11 points
	12 points

	Total
	68 points
	68 points
	74 points


· For grades 4 & 8, 10 points come from 5 open-ended items. Each is scored on a 0-2 scale.

· For grade 11, 24 points come from 6 open-ended items (0-2 scoring scale) and 3 scenarios (0-4 scoring scale).

· How to interpret an anchor code…

· Example: S8.D.1.1

· S = science

· 8 = grade 8

· D = reporting category, Earth and Space Sciences

· 1 = assessment anchor, Earth Features & Processes that Change Earth and its Resources

· 1 = assessment anchor descriptor, Describe constructive and destructive natural processes that form different geological structures and resources

