Keystone Exams – General Information

·  Description of Exam

· Part of Chapter 4 which covers high school graduation requirements

· Multiple Choice (approx. 65% for science)

· Constructed Response (approx. 35% for science)

· “Short” – 2-21/2 hours

· Administered in May

· Scores will be out of a possible 100 points

· Students who are “below basic” will earn 0 points 

· Cut-offs for basic, proficient, advanced have not been set yet

· Accommodations for IEP/ESL are in discussion

· State is applying to use Keystone exam for NCLB in place of 11th grade PSSA’s

· NCLB requires states to administer a science assessment

· Unless changes are made to NCLB when it is re-authorized, science WILL NOT be used to determine AYP

· State of PA is not interested in using science to determine AYP

· Students can retake Keystone exams to improve their score

· Districts can design their own local assessment to be used in place of the Keystone exam – must be validated by a committee; would still have to administer Keystones for AYP

· Has been discussion of taking Keystone exams to “opt out” of courses – final decision has not been made, initial discussion is that student would have to score “advanced” in order to opt out of course

· State is working on determining minimum scores for AP courses to be used in place of Keystone exam 

· Students take both Keystone and AP exam – highest score used

· Students who completed a course before the Keystone exam is implemented are grandfathered in

· 11th Grade PSSA’s

· 2011: 11th grade students will take PSSA; Biology students will take Keystone exam

· 2013 or 2014: All 11th Grade PSSA tests will be phased out and replaced by subject-specific Keystone Exams (must be approved by Federal DE)

· Relationship to Graduation Requirements

· State regulation states that the Keystone exam will constitute 1/3 of a student’s course grade; teacher assigned grades will constitute 2/3 
· Example: students is below basic on exam and has 65% for each marking period

· (.65 x .67) + (0 x .33) = .4355 or 44%  student fails course

· Results will be available at least 10 days prior to graduation

· Implementation

· 2011

· Algebra I, Biology, Literature

· 2012 (anticipated)

· Algebra II, Geometry, English Comp, US History

· TBA: Chem, Civics & Government, World History (pilot tested in 2015)

· Class of 2015 (Current 7th graders)

· Must demonstrate proficiency in 4 courses – biology, algebra I, English Comp, Literature

· Class of 2017 (Current 5th graders)

· Must demonstrate proficiency in 6 of 10 courses

· 2 English (Comp, Literature)

· 2 Math (Alg. I, Alg, II, Geometry)

· 1 Science (Bio, Chem)

· 1 Social Studies (Civics, Am. History, World History)

· Must pass 2 English courses, 2 math, 1 science, 1 social studies

· Course Sequencing

· Most offer Life in 7th grade

· Close to even split between Earth & Space and Physical in 8th/9th
· Majority offer Biology in 10th
· Fairfield, Southern York, York Suburban offer Chem

· Majority offer Chem in 11th
· Chambersburg – Physics; Greencastle – Physical, York Suburban – Physics

· Most offer Physics in 12th
· 2 districts require 4 credits of science for graduation – Central York, Conewago Valley, Northeastern

· Discussion of changes to course sequencing

· Eligible content for biology keystone exam has little emphasis on taxonomy; greater emphasis on molecular biology and environment/ecology

· One district offers chemistry first, then biology

· Some review of chemistry is needed in biology course

· Frees up time to teach ecology content that will be on the Keystone exam

