Course: AP/ECE Literature Summer Assignment
Instructor: Mr. Stout
Grade Level: Grade 12
Email: dstout@stamfordpublicschools.org

Introductory note: This course is a seminar in literature that utilizes texts in an artful and analytical way. The assignments are designed for students to use literature to understand certain aspects of human culture. Connecting the self, the world and literature will allow us to explore, through writing, certain claims about our world, our societies, our selves, while peering at literature through an existentialist lens, and many others. Our goal is to produce a polished portfolio of collegiate writing. Know that I must teach this class through three separate mindsets: a high school teacher, an AP instructor and an ECE instructor. However, no matter what, our main objective is to become better writers, readers, communicators and presenters throughout the year. 

First Assignment(s): 

a) Your task is to complete the school’s mandated summer reading assignment, to be determined, and a second novel of your choice.
b) In addition, your task is to complete readings of Siddhartha by Hermann Hesse and The Color Purple by Alice Walker. Then, write a 3-page paper, MLA format with a work cited page as well, that may explore one of these notions using both novels.
Choose one of these options: 

1) Why do we, as humans, willingly choose to exit systems knowing that the consequences of our actions can potentially harm us? 
2) Many people feel a sense of pride for one’s culture. However, at times, certain aspects of our own culture can hinder us, both physically and mentally. Question: If culture is created by humans to express the self and society, why is it that there are parts of each culture that have self-defeatist characteristics? Explore.
3) Create your own.

PLEASE NOTE: All assignments must be completed by the beginning of day 1 of class. Those students that choose to not complete this assignment will be asked to drop this course. If you are an ECE student, you will be charged $25 to drop the course. I believe it is in your best interest to work hard and complete assignments and tasks; however, it is your choice. Exiting out of this system will have consequences that will prove costly, ironically making it so that, in a way, you would have to explore paper option 1 anyways. Handle your business and I look forward to a strong exploration this upcoming year. 
