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Umoja students speak a wide variety of languages. During the year 2023-2024-13, the following Home Languages were noted: Spanish, Vietnamese, Russian, Hmong, Ukrainian, Mien, Filipino, Farsi, and Arabic.
When a student enrolls in our district, a Home Language survey is completed to identify their primary language. Depending on their level of English proficiency as identified by the English Language Proficiency Assessment for California, services are provided at Umoja to match the level of support required.
English Language Development (ELD)

Students in Years 2 and 3 are enrolled in the required Language and Literature course, which all students take, which is aligned to the Common Core State Standards and International Baccalaureate program standards. In addition, Year 2 & 3 students at the Beginning and Intermediate levels are enrolled in an English Language Development class taught by a teacher with a Cross-cultural Language and Academic Development (CLAD) certification. This class has a student to teacher ratio of about 20 to 1.
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Due to the MYP and DP International Baccalaureate program, Umoja International
Academy presently offers 6 years of Spanish Language Acquisition courses. The Spanish Language Acquisition courses in MYP Years 2, 3, and 4 utilize the same textbook, incrementally building on foundational skills. The expectation is that by the completion of the Diploma Programme all students achieve biliteracy in Spanish and English.
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Opportunities to be involved in student language learning are presented through the
School Site Council, the English Learner's Advisory Committee (ELAC), and our Parent Teacher Student Organization (PTSO). In addition, Umoja communicates with Spanish speaking families through translated communications by phone and in written form. The ELAC is a forum for parents of our English learning students, whose home language is not English, to provide input regarding school programs.
