The Ouachita Parish School Board met in regular session on Tuesday, May 13, 2025, at twelve (12:00) o’clock p.m. at its regular meeting place, the Ouachita Parish School Board office. 
Note: There were no comment cards completed for any agenda business item addressed in this meeting. Additionally, there were no remote requests for any agenda business item addressed in this meeting.
President Tommy Comeaux called the meeting to order as he welcomed the visitors and guests.  Presence of the following Board Members was verified through roll call: Tommy Comeaux, Shere May, Mike Batey, Jerry R. Hicks, Harold McCoy, Dabo Graves, and Greg Manley; followed by the presentation of colors by West Ouachita High JROTC under the direction of Chief Stewart, Pledge of Allegiance by Dabo Graves, and the Invocation offered by Mike Batey. 
	Shere May made the motion, seconded by Jerry Hicks, to approve the minutes of the April 8, 2025 regular meeting as written. Motion carried without opposition.
	President Comeaux called for a motion to amend the agenda with the addition of item number 3 under Permission to Bid. Greg Manley made the motion, seconded by Shere May, and the motion carried by all members. Shere May made the motion to approve the amended Agenda, seconded by Mike Batey. Motion carried unanimously.  
	During the Personnel Report, Superintendent Guice welcomed the following newly appointed employees: Director of Information Technology, Jason Ambrose, Special Education Supervisor, Kanzadia Brothers; Principal of George Welch Elementary, Anna Redding; Assistant Principal of Ouachita Parish High, Nick Artigue; Assistant Principal of Sterlington High School, Ronnie Harrison; Assistant Principal of Swartz Upper Elementary, Mindy Adams; and Assistant Principal of Lakeshore Elementary, Lisa Rockett.  He also announced the opening of positions including Principal of Richwood High, Principal of Swartz Lower Elementary, Assistant Principal of George Welch Elementary, and Curriculum Coordinator at Sterlington High School. 
	Mr. Comeaux introduced Aline Smead with the first item of business, Special Recognitions. Ms. Smead introduced the first recognition, Students of the Year. Josie Borden from Calhoun Middle was recognized for winning Zone competition and competing at Regionals. Aly May from Drew Elementary was recognized for being named an Elementary Student of the Year State Finalist. Colton Brasher of West Monroe High was announced as a Student of the Year State Finalist and will be recognized at a later Board Meeting.
	The second recognition commended Melissa Batson, Occupational Therapist, on being named School Health Service Provider of the Year State Finalist; Leah Maldonado of East Ouachita Middle School as Middle School New Teacher of the Year State Finalist, and Rusty Farrar of West Ouachita High School as Principal of the Year State Semifinalist. Mary Lea Dunn was announced as an Outstanding School Support Employee of the Year and will be recognized at a later Board Meeting.
	The final recognition celebrated excellence by two students who both received perfect scores on their ACT: Katie Namkung, graduating senior of West Monroe High School; and Lee Cooper, incoming senior of Sterlington High School.
	Bond Attorney, Grant Schlueter, presented the second and third items of business respectively:
· To consider and take action with respect to adopting a resolution providing for canvassing the returns and declaring the results of the special election held in East Ouachita Parish School District of the Parish of Ouachita, State of Louisiana, on Saturday, May 3, 2025, to authorize the issuance of general obligation bonds therein. 
Jerry Hicks made a motion to adopt the resolution as stated, seconded by Harold McCoy, and carried with no opposition.
· To consider and take action with respect to adopting a resolution authorizing the incurring of debt and issuance of General Obligation School Bonds, Series 2025, of the East Ouachita Parish School District of the Parish of Ouachita, State of Louisiana; and providing for other matters in connection therewith
Greg Manley entered a motion to adopt the resolution presented, seconded by Dabo Graves and carried unanimously.
	Superintendent Todd Guice presented the next item of business which introduced the Ouachita Parish Schools Strategic Plan to the Board and community. Mr. Guice summarized the goals of the five-year plan created through months of research by a steering committee of central office leaders. The process identified three priorities in instruction and personnel: Rigorous Instruction for ALL, Supported and Engaged Students, and Best in Class Talent and Teams. Mr. Guice expressed appreciation to the committee members who diligently worked on the plan. The Board accepted the report as presented.
	Business item number five was presented by Superintendent Guice requesting a change to the school and summer calendar. The allotted weather days for the 2024-2025 school year were not completely expended, so a one-day early release for students and teachers was requested. Additionally, with the Fourth of July holiday falling on a Friday, which is a non-working day for 12-month employees, Mr. Guice requested to declare Thursday, July 3 as the holiday. Shere May made a motion to move the release date of 5/22 for students to 5/21 and the last day for teachers from 5/23 to 5/22, as well as add the July 3 holiday to the summer calendar. Greg Manley seconded the motion, and the recommendation passed unanimously.
	Chief of Staff Jason Thompson presented the sixth item of business, the Finance Committee Report. Two recommendations were considered and approved by the Finance Committee which he presented to the Board for consideration and approval. The first recommendation requested an increased allotment for summer workers in the schools in the amount of $15,000 for high schools and $$6,000 for middle schools. The second recommendation increased the maximum amount earned by each employee from $1,000 to $1,250 per month in June and July. Jerry Hicks motioned to accept both recommendations as presented, seconded by Mike Batey, and carried with no opposition.
	Regina Mekus presented the seventh item of business, Financial Report for period ending March 31, 2025. The report includes 3 years of data for comparison. The current ending balance for the General Fund is $38,900,371; District 1 M&O balance is $31,677,575; balance of the1968 Sales Tax is $8,557,212; 1995 Sales Tax is $5,650,204; and West Ouachita Sales Tax is $22,918,441. The Board accepted the report as presented.
	Jerry Hicks presented item # 8, making a recommendation to hire Tim Brandon from TBA Architecture for renovations at Riser Elementary and Riser Middle School. Mike Batey made a motion to accept the recommendation, seconded by Jerry Hicks, and the motion carried by vote of six members, with Shere May abstaining due to a family member being employed by a related company.
Steven Hemphill presented the next agenda Item 9, Construction/Renovation Projects Report. The Board discussed and accepted the report as presented. 
	Purchasing Agent, Jared Peters, presented the Evaluation of Bids as follows:
#1, 33-25 Property Sale – 3420 Gordon Avenue: No bids were received so request will be made to rebid the property at 85% of the appraised value. 
	#2, 24-25 Property Sale – Old Burks School: Request was made that the Board approve the highest responsive bidder, Ferdess A. James Smith, in the amount of $91,001.99. Dabo Graves moved to accept the bid, seconded by Greg Manley and carried with no opposition.
	#3 27-25 WMHS Practice Field Renovations and Improvement: There was a tie by the two lowest responsive bidders of $2,940,000. Following recommendation of legal counsel who reviewed bid law and prior legal decisions throughout the state, the tie breaker was decided by coin toss with Grindstone Construction winning the bid. Mike Batey made a motion to accept the bid as presented, seconded by Shere May and passed without opposition. Funding source is West Ouachita Sales Tax.
	#4 28-25 School Buses: Request was made that the Board approve the lowest responsive bidder, Ross Bus Sales, in the amount of $2,186,579. The bid supplies 15 buses. Greg Manley moved to accept the bid, seconded by Dabo Graves and carried unanimously. Funding source is M&O.
	#5 29-25 Property Sale – Old Sterlington Middle: Request was made to approve the highest responsive bidder, Riverview Cattle Company, in the amount of $1,275,000. Greg Manley made a motion to accept the bid, seconded by Dabo Graves and carried with no opposition. 
	 
	Jared Peters asked permission to Bid on the following items:
#1 30-25 Riser Middle Renovations and Improvements, Budget $1,650,000, Funding Source West Ouachita Sales Tax; #2 31-25 WOHS Land Improvements, Budget $260,000, Funding Source West Ouachita Sales Tax; #3 32-25 Property Sale – Gordon Avenue, Bid Floor $15,045.
	Jerry Hicks made a motion to approve the Permission to Bid items, seconded by Mike Batey. Motion carried unanimously.  
	In the President’s Report, Mr. Comeaux announced the next meeting would be changed to Monday, June 9 at 12:00 noon due to a scheduling conflict. He commented on the exceptional artwork by students seen at the Talented Art Exhibition.
	In the Superintendent’s Report, Mr. Guice reminded everyone of the graduation schedule with times and locations. He also expressed excitement for the HiSET graduation ceremony taking place on May 28 with students from Ouachita Parish Academy of Learning. 
	There being no further business, Jerry Hicks made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Greg Manley. Motion carried and meeting adjourned at 12:45 p.m.
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