Regular Meeting
KILLINGLY BOARD OF EDUCATION
Wednesday, May 14, 2025
7:00 PM
Central Office, Conference Room A
 79 Westfield Ave., Killingly, CT 06239


							MINUTES




Present: 	Susan Lannon, Laura Dombkowski, Meredith Giambattista, Laura Lawrence, (via Zoom)
       		Kevin Marcoux, Kelly Martin, Misty Murdock, and Kyle Napierata.
 		Student Board representatives were not able to attend tonight’s meeting. 
   		
Guests: 	Superintendent Susan Nash, Assistant Superintendent Jeff Guiot and Amy Perreault.
   		


1. CALL TO ORDER & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Board Chairperson, Susan Lannon called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. 
Misty Murdock led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

2. [bookmark: 2._ROLL_CALL]ROLL CALL-See above

3. [bookmark: 3._BOARD_SHOUT-OUTS]BOARD SHOUT-OUTS- Misty Murdock did a  shout-out to Kim Low at KMS, who helps so many students and families in our district.  Susan Lannon did a  shout-out to JV baseball coach Jamie Frazier and David Blain who helped a parent who was having car trouble.  

4. [bookmark: 4._EXCELLENCE_IN_EDUCATION:_TEACHING_&_L]EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION: TEACHING & LEARNING SHOWCASE- Postponed

5. [bookmark: 5._REPORT_BY_STUDENT_BOARD_MEMBERS]REPORT BY STUDENT BOARD MEMBERS- Students were not able to attend tonight’s meeting. 

6. [bookmark: 6._PUBLIC_COMMENT-_Members_of_the_public]PUBLIC COMMENT- No public comments. 

7. [bookmark: 7._POSSIBLE_INTERVIEW_OF_DEMOCRATIC_TOWN]POSSIBLE INTERVIEW OF DEMOCRATIC TOWN COMMITTEE'S RECOMMENDATION OF APPLICANT TO FILL BOARD VACANCY WITH POSSIBLE ACTION

The Board invited Mr. Scott Higgins to the join the meeting for an interview. Mr. Higgins was endorsed by the DTC to fill the Board of Education vacancy.  Board members were given a copy of his resume.  The Board interviewed Mr. Higgins. 
At this time, Ms. Kelly Martin brought up a past action taken by the Board, which as a result, Ms. Martin was not allowed to present her questions to the attorney. She questions the legality of the action taken at that meeting and feels she is yet to be given adequate explanation. Ms. Susan Lannon shared why that action was taken.  
	
MOTION:  	by Kevin Marcoux, seconded by Misty Murdock to appoint Mr. Higgins to the vacant Killingly Board of Education position. 
 			Roll Call Vote 
4-Yes (Kevin Marcoux, Misty Murdock, Meredith Giambattista, Susan Lannon) 

4-No ( Laura Dombkowski, Laura Lawrence, Kelly Martin, Kyle Napierata)
Motion Fails

8. [bookmark: 8._TOWN_COUNCIL_LIAISON_REPORT]TOWN COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT
Michelle Murphy shared what the next steps are regarding the Board of Education budget process.  Town Council will deliberate at their next scheduled meetings, and they are obligated to make cuts. At this time, that amount is unknown. The next public meeting will take place on June 2nd  at KHS  but there won’t be any voting allowed at that meeting but the public can still voice their  opinions. A machine vote will take place on June 10. Several Board members asked Ms. Murphy to  address voting  issues experienced at the referendum.   It was asked  if they are looking into electronic voting.  Perhaps colored bracelets for non-residents and residents can be handed out.  Some people in attendance were late entries  and were using ripped paper. Some community members were confused by the wording on the ballot and it needs to be written with clarity.   The Town Council should take into consideration the 44 “No- too low votes” that would have been “yes” votes.  The next anticipated Town Council  meeting will be held on May 15th at 7pm at the Town Hall.  Ms. Murphy spoke on behalf of Andy Whitehead, saying there was a misunderstanding in the statement Mr. Whitehead made, but there are legitimate concerns on both sides. 

9. [bookmark: 9._BOARD_CHAIRPERSON,_COMMITTEE__&_LIAIS]BOARD CHAIRPERSON, COMMITTEE  & LIAISON UPDATES
a. [bookmark: A._Curriculum_Committee]Curriculum Committee- No updates
b. [bookmark: B._Facilities_Committee]Facilities Committee- No updates, waitng foir updates on the KHS access road. 
c. [bookmark: C._Fiscal_Committee]Fiscal Committee- No updates
d. [bookmark: D._Personnel_Committee]Personnel Committee- No updates
e. [bookmark: E._Policy_Committee]Policy Committee

 		Policy Committee Chairperson, Misty Murdock shared that the committee met on April 30 and 
they reviewed the three policies brought forward at tonight’s Board meeting for consideration.   Killingly lacks these written policies. No motions were made for First Readings. 

i. [bookmark: 1._Discussion_and_Possible_Action_of_New]
Discussion and Possible Action of New Policy #6141.323 Instruction- Internet Responsible Use, Filtering Access to Electronic Networks as a FIRST READING.
  			
I.T Supervisor Christian Iamartino explained what the proposed policy implies and involves. 

ii. [bookmark: 2._Discussion_and_Possible_Action_of_NEW]Discussion and Possible Action of New Policy #5144.4 Students:Discipline, Physical Exercise and Discipline of Students as a FIRST READING. 

Misty Murdock summarized the implications of the policy and asked if anyone had any questions. There were no questions regarding the first reading.  

iii. [bookmark: 3._Discussion_and_Possible_Action_of_New]Discussion and Possible Action of New Policy #6142.61 Instruction: Physical Activity as a FIRST READING. 
 		
 	Misty Murdock summarized the implications of the policy.  The policy committee made some minor changes. There were no questions regarding the first reading.  

f. [bookmark: F._AdHoc_Committee_to_Discuss_District-w]AdHoc Committee to Discuss District-wide Bullying- No report
g. [bookmark: G._AdHoc_Committee_to_Discuss_School_Mas]AdHoc Committee to Discuss School Mascot- No report
h. [bookmark: H._Updates_from_Liaisons_for:_Town_Counc]Updates from Liaisons for: Town Council, CABE, Cable Advisory, EASTCONN, Economic Development, Parks & Recreation,  PBC
       Misty Murdock shared that the Economic Development Commission Lau celebration 17 students at the ceremony. The commission is focusing on promoting  tourism and advertising for town. 

9. [bookmark: 10._SUPERINTENDENT'S_UPDATE]SUPERINTENDENT'S UPDATE
A. [bookmark: A._2025-26_Budget_Update]2025-26 Budget Update 
There was no budget update at this time. Dr. Nash shared again, the next steps regarding the Board of Education budget.  Town Council will deliberate at their next scheduled meeting.  On June 2nd a revised BOE budget will be presented.  Town wide referendum on June 10th. 

B. [bookmark: B._Attendance_Update]Attendance Update
Assistant Superintendent Mr. Jeff Guiot  gave the Board an update regarding current 
student attendance.  Data shows that chronic absences are down and numbers have decreased.  April reflects that chronic absence YTD has declined significantly, down to 16%. Monthly daily attendance rate was at 92.8%.  Perfect attendance awards were given out for the third quarter at KIS.  The May Attendance Challenge is a “Pie a Principal Challenge.” All students with perfect attendance in May are eligible to be chosen.  One winner per grade will be selected and each selected winner will pie the principal or assistant principal of their choice. 

[bookmark: 11._CONSENT_AGENDA]11.CONSENT AGENDA
A. [bookmark: A._April_23,_2025_Board_Meeting_Minutes]April 23, 2025 Board Meeting Minutes
B. [bookmark: B._May_1,_2025_Student_Enrollment]May 1, 2025 Student Enrollment
C. [bookmark: C._Employee_of_the_Month_Nominee]Employee of the Month Nominee

Chairperson Susan Lannon pulled consent item 11.A. 

MOTION: 	by Kevin Marcoux, seconded by Misty Murdock to approve consent agenda
  			items 11.A
 			Yes- 7
Abstain- Laura Lawrence
			Motion Carries 

MOTION: 	by Kevin Marcoux, seconded by Misty Murdock to approve consent agenda
  			items 11.B and 11.C  
 			Unanimous
			Motion Carries 

12. [bookmark: 12._ADJOURNMENT]ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: 	by Kevin Marcoux, seconded by Misty Murdock to adjourn at 7:57pm
 			Unanimous 
Motion Carries 


					Respectfully submitted by, 
					Amy Perreault 
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