Assessing Political Machines

Final Product Menu

Directions: Choose one of the products below to express your answer to the question
“Were political machines more beneficial or detrimental to American society at the turn of
the century?” Use evidence from the exhibits in the investigation packet to back up your
argument. Include in your product information about how political machines

Interacted with immigrants and poor urban Americans.

Grading: See the attached rubric for information concerning the grading of this

assignment.

Timeline: Your final product is due

Menu

Write a report to Congress that describes and illustrates the dangers OR the
benefits of political machines to American society.

Create a mural that illustrates how political machines are
beneficial OR detrimental to American society.

Create a radio broadcast that educates the American public on the

dangers OR the benefits of the political machine. This radio broadcast should
be geared towards the general public at the turn of the century. Students may
submit a transcript, voice-recording or pod-cast of the broadcast.

Create a five minute public service announcement that educates the American
public on the dangers OR benefits of political machines.

Create a poster that shows through text and images your answer to the question
“Were political machines more beneficial or detrimental to American society at
the turn of the century?”



Name:

Assignment:

Criteria

Content:

Is the content of the
product well chosen?

Completeness:

Is everything included
in the product?

Support: Is evidence
cited to support the

argument?

Correctness:

Is all of the
information included

correct?

Communication:

Is the information in
the product well

communicated?
Creativity:
Is the product

original? Does it

display thought?

3

Content chosen represents the
best choice for the product.
[llustrations are well chosen and
related to content.

Product includes information
about how machines interacted
with immigrants and the urban

pOOI'.

All information needed is
included. Product meets the
product criteria and the criteria of
the task as stated. Specific
examples included. Perspective is
evident.

Product presents a clear argument
that is supported by clear and

cited evidence.

All information presented in
product is correct and accurate.

All information is neat and easy to
read. Product is in appropriate
format and

shows significant effort.

Presentation of information is
from a new perspective. Pictures
are original. Product includes an
element of thought, fun and
interest.

2

Information or pictures are
related to content, but are not
specific. Product doesn’t
convey a perspective. Product
does not include adequate
information about how machines
interacted with immigrants and
the urban poor.

Some important information is
missing. Product meets the
product criteria and the criteria
of the task as stated. Some
specific examples included,
some evidence of perspective in
product.

Product presents an argument
that is supported by evidence.

Product contains
only minor errors that do not
detract from product.

Most of the product is neat and
casy to read. Product is in
appropriate format and shows
effort.

Presentation of information is
from a new perspective.
Pictures are not original.
Product has an element of
thought, fun and interest.

1

Information or pictures
are not related to topic
or task.

Most important
information is missing.
The product does not
meet the task or does
not meet the product
criteria. Generic
product. No specific
examples or
perspective.

Product does not
present an argument
and/or does not
provide evidence to
support argument.

Product contains
substantial errors.

The product is not neat
and/or easy to read or
the product is not in the
appropriate format. It
does not show
significant effort.

There is no evidence of
new thoughts or
perspectives in the
product.

Total Grade:

Self



