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Jan 10, 1944 
 
British Field Marshal 
Bernard 
Montgomery 
(through 
Eisenhower) 
 
General George C. 
Marshall – Head of 
US Army 

Montgomery believes that it is necessary to 
have 5 divisions of soldiers in the initial D-
Day invasion.  This will mean that the 
invasion of southern France (Operation 
Anvil) will be smaller – Allies will need to 
shift landing craft from Anvil to Overlord.  
Without the extra troops, Montgomery 
doesn’t think the invasion can be successful 
and he is asking Marshall to support the 
idea and fight for it. 

Why doesn’t Montgomery write to Marshall 
directly? 
 
Did Marshall support the idea? 
 
Did they use 5 divisions at D-Day? 

 


