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Montana Representative Jeannette Rankin,
the first woman to serve in Congress and a
noted pacifist, served two non-consecutive
terms, 1917-1919 and 1941-1943. This
button was made for her second successful
campaign, during the looming crisis of
World War Il. In the vote for the declaration
of war on Japan, she was the only Member to
vote no.

Jeannette Rankin Campaign Button, 1940,
Collection of U.S. House of Representatives
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This Visitor’s Gallery pass dates
from 1917, the year Jeannette
Rankin of Montana first entered
Congress as its first and only
woman Member. During her first
floor debate on women’s
suffrage, she challenged her
fellow Members asking, “How
shall we explain...the meaning of
democracy if the same Congress
that voted to make the world safe
for democracy refuses to give this
small measure of democracy to
the women of our country?”

Visitor’s Gallery Pass, 1917,
Collection of U.S. House of

Representatives
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