Chapter 4
Transforming the West, 1865-1890

Lecture/Reading Notes 4 (p. 99-104)

IV. Exploiting the Earth: Homesteaders and Agricultural Expansion
A. Settling the Land 
1. The Homestead Act of 1862

· To stimulate agricultural settlement, Congress passed the _________________________.
· The measure offered _____ acres of free land to anyone who would live on the plot and farm it for ___________.

· However, prospective settlers found less land open to public entry than they expected. Federal land laws did not apply in much of ____________ and the Southwest or in all of _________.

· Settlers in _____________________________________ in the late 1860s and early 1870s often found most of the best land ____________________ for homesteading.

· The Homestead Act also reflected traditional Eastern conceptions of the ___________________, which were inappropriate in the West. 

· ___________________ trumpeted the prospects of their region. ___________________, eager to sell their speculative holdings, sent agents throughout the Midwest and Europe to encourage migration. ________________, interested in selling transatlantic tickets advertised the opportunities in the American West across Europe. 

· Railroad advertising and promotional campaigns attracted people to the West. Railroads advanced credit to _________________, provided transportation assistance, and extended _________________________________.
· Migrants poured into the West, occupying and farming more acres between __________________ than Americans had during the previous _______ years.
· Much of Oklahoma was settled in virtually a single day in 1889 when the government opened up lands previously _______________________.

· African-Americans, in a folk movement they called the Exodus, established several black communities in ______ ___________________.
2. Anglo seizure of Hispanic village communities
· Migrants moved into the West in search of ___________, which they sometimes seized at the expense of others already there.
· Congress restricted the original ___________________ to only the villagers’ home lots and irrigated fields, throwing open most of their common lands to newcomers.

· Spanish Americans resisted these losses, in court or through violence. Las Goras Blanca (_______________) staged night raids to cut fences erected by Anglo ranchers and farmers and to attack the property of the railroads.

· As their landholdings shrank, Hispanic villagers could not maintain their pastoral economy. Many became ______________________ in the Anglo-dominated economy.
B. Home on the Range

· Farmers and their families encountered many difficulties, especially on the Great Plains, where they had to ___________ ____________________________.
· Until they reaped several harvest and could afford to import lumber, pioneer families lived in ________________________.

· For fuel, settlers often had to rely on _____________________.
· The scarcity of water also complicated womens’ domestic labor. Where possible, they also helped dig wells by hand.

· Some women farmed the land themselves. At times, married women _________________________ while their husbands worked elsewhere to earn money.

· Women especially suffered from isolation and loneliness on the plains because they frequently had less contact with others than the farm men. 

C. Farming the Land

1. Challenges faced by Western farmers

· _____________ was an immediate problem on the treeless plains. ________________, developed in the mid 1870s, solved the problem.
· The aridity of most of the West also posed difficulties. In California, Colorado, and a few other areas, settlers used streams fed by ________________ to irrigate land. Some farmers erected __________ to pump underground water.
· In semiarid regions, farmers required special plows to break through tough sod, new harrows to prepare the soil for cultivation, grain drills to plant the crop and harvesting and threshing machines to bring it in. By the 1890s, machinery permitted the farmers to produce ________________ more wheat than hand methods had.
2. The integration of Western agriculture into the national economy

· The rail network provided ___________________ for crops; the nation’s ___________________ produced necessary agricultural machinery.
· Banks and loan companies ________________________ that allowed farmers to take advantage of mechanization and other new advances; and many other businesses graded, stored, processed, and sold their crops.
3. Adversity faced by Western farmers


· In the late 1880s, drought coincided with a slump in crop prices. Expanding production in Argentina, Canada, Australia, and Russia helped create a ________________ _________ that steadily drove prices steadily downward.
· Squeezed between high costs for ___________________ ______________ and falling agricultural prices, Western farmers faced disaster. They responded by lashing back at their points of contact with the new system.
· Western farmers condemned the ___________, censured the ___________________ in local buying centers, and denounced the many Eastern ______________________ __________________.
· With failing crops and falling prices, many Western farms were _________________.
