
June 2, 2025 

Dear Academy Community,

I am honored, thrilled, and deeply grateful to accept the invitation to serve as your next Head of School beginning in the 2026–27 academic year. 

From the moment I turned the corner onto Washington Place during my visit in April, I was struck by the sense of joy, belonging, and purpose that radiates from the Academy of St. Joseph. Conversations with students were the absolute highlight of my visit. Their curiosity, sincerity, and kindness captured everything that makes the Academy special and left me inspired and excited to return. I can’t wait to begin building those relationships, which I believe are the true heart of our work together.

The mission of the Academy to form students in character, competence, and compassion deeply resonates with my own beliefs as an educator and school leader. It reflects a beautiful conviction at the heart of the school: that it’s possible to teach and learn in ways that are both joyful and serious, challenging and encouraging, grounded and uplifting. I am honored to build on the strong foundation laid by so many of you and to help lead the Academy into its next chapter with purpose, hope, and zeal.

Thank you to everyone who has been part of this process — students, teachers, staff, families, trustees, and especially the Search Committee — for so generously sharing the spirit and story of the Academy with me. Your hospitality, clarity of purpose, and shared commitment to forming students in character, competence, and compassion made it abundantly clear what a privilege it will be to join this extraordinary community.

I am especially grateful to Angela Coombs for her steadfast leadership of the Academy over nearly two decades. Her deep love for this community and her tireless commitment to its mission have created something truly remarkable. I’m humbled to follow in her footsteps and look forward to working closely with her and the Board to ensure a smooth and faithful transition.

In the months ahead, my wife Cait, our son Ezra, and our goldendoodle Oberon look forward to visiting often as we prepare to return to New York City. I am eager to listen, to learn, and to walk this path alongside you. It is an extraordinary honor to join you in this next chapter of the Academy’s story, and I can’t wait to get started.
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Dan Faas
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