Merit Scholarships
THIS LIST IS NOT ALL-INCLUSIVE. Most of your scholarship money will come from the college where you are applying. We have provided these listings as examples—a starting point. 
Anytime is a good time to start your search.  There is money available for a wide range of student abilities and interests.  The big dollar amount scholarships might get the most attention, but the smaller dollar amount awards are usually more accessible and add up to a higher dollar amount.
If you are interested in applying for an Honors Program or competitive scholarship, look at some of these programs. Seniors: the competitive scholarships usually have an early application date and might even require an interview.  Meeting deadlines is extremely important in this process.
As always, we recommend creating a scholarship spreadsheet; then reference this spreadsheet to apply for scholarships. The search can seem overwhelming otherwise. Include Scholarship Title, College name if college-specific, Deadline, Amount, Link to Scholarship. Yes, your family and friends can help you build this list!
Freshmen, Sophomore and Juniors: You can start your scholarship plan anytime. Knowing what is expected of a scholarship of interest allows you to prepare yourself to be competitive. Although there may be some aid need expectations, this list does not include need-based aid. 
We have highlighted the competitive scholarships awarded to TCA graduates.
[bookmark: _Hlk83885816]You can also use scholarship search engines. We recommend Going Merry, Cappex, FastWeb, or Scholarships.  My Scholly app 
Tips for writing scholarship essays
If you put in the time, you can get money to help cover the cost of college. The key is patience and persistence.
Going through a web-based search might produce several scholarships, but it might be that you qualify for only a few of them. Stay focused on the ones that fit you, and don't be bothered by the ones you will not apply.
After you write 4-5 different essays, chances are that you can "cut and paste" several together to use for other applications. The link below will help with some tips as you get started.

-----------------------------------------------
Here are some scholarships and honors programs for high-achieving students:
The National Merit Scholarship Program is awarded via the PSAT/NMSQT taken in the junior year. Here are some more details:
Of the 1.6 million entrants, some 50,000 with the highest PSAT/NMSQT® Selection Index scores qualify for recognition in the National Merit® Scholarship Program. In September, these high scorers are notified through their schools that they have qualified as either a Commended Student or Semifinalist.  Although Commended Students do not continue in the competition for National Merit® Scholarships, some of these students do become candidates for Special Scholarships sponsored by corporations and businesses. In early September, approximately one-third of the 50,000 high scorers, are notified that they have qualified as Semifinalists. To be considered for a National Merit® Scholarship, Semifinalists must advance to Finalist standing in the competition by meeting high academic standards and all other requirements explained in the information provided to each Semifinalist.
National Merit® $2500 Scholarships
Winners are selected by a committee of college admission officers and high school counselors without consideration of family financial circumstances, college choice, or major and career plans.
· Corporate-sponsored Merit Scholarship awards
Corporate sponsors designate their awards for children of their employees or members, for residents of a community where a company has operations, or for Finalists with career plans the sponsor wishes to encourage. 
· College-sponsored Merit Scholarship awards
Officials of each sponsor college select winners of their awards from Finalists who have been accepted for admission and have informed NMSC by the published deadlines that the sponsor college or university is their first choice. 
A list of corporate organizations that sponsor National Merit® Scholarships and/or Special Scholarships is given in the PSAT/NMSQT® Student Guide. 
------------------
The Boettcher Scholarship is awarded to 42 of Colorado’s top high school seniors each year and includes full tuition and fees at any accredited, four-year Colorado undergraduate institution, as well as living and book stipends, campus enrichment programming and annual events.
Boettcher understands that some candidates will be more competitive than others.  Plan to visit the “Eligibility & Selection Criteria” page on the Boettcher website and take the Senior Competitiveness Quiz, which will help you make an informed decision as to whether you would like to apply for the Boettcher Scholarship. 
Boettcher Scholars will be selected based on four criteria:
· Superior scholastic ability
· Evidence of leadership and involvement
· Service to community and school
· Outstanding character
------------------------------
Some other competitive scholarships that TCA students have received, and you may want to research:
Daniels Fund Scholarship: http://www.danielsfund.org/Scholarships/Overview.asp
------------------------------
Colorado Leadership Awards (every school has one)
UCCS Chancellor’s Leadership Award

University of Colorado- Boulder:  President’s Leadership Class 
  ------------------------------
Colorado State University Honors 
------------------------------
Competitive Scholars Programs – Out-of-State 
Scholars Programs- check websites for deadlines as they will have been updated 
· Marlboro College, VT Renaissance Scholars Program
· Full Tuition to one student from each state
· https://marlboro.emerson.edu/about-marlboro/governance/college-handbooks/financial-aid/ 

· Morehead-Cain Scholars Program, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
· https://www.moreheadstate.edu/finaid

· Eugene McDermott Scholars Program, University of Texas at Dallas (early deadline Nov. 5, Reg deadline, Jan 5)
· http://www.utdallas.edu/mcdermott/

· Jefferson Scholars Foundation, University of Virginia (TCA not listed as school that can nominate)
· http://www.jeffersonscholars.org/ 

· Boston College Presidential Scholars, Boston College
· https://www.bc.edu/bc-web/offices/student-services/financial-aid.html

· Emory Scholars Program, Emory College  Deadline Nov. 15
http://apply.emory.edu/apply/scholars.php 

· Geisinger Scholarship Program, University of Michigan Engineering Department  deadline Jan 14
· http://scholarships.engin.umich.edu/new-students/#joseph-geisinger 

· Park Scholarships, North Carolina State University
· http://www.ncsu.edu/park_scholarships/index.php

· Roanoke Scholars Program, Roanoke College, Virginia 
· https://www.roanoke.edu/finaid

· Hunt Leadership Scholars Program, SMU  deadline January 15
· http://smu.edu/hunt/

· Texas Tech University, College of Engineering
· https://www.depts.ttu.edu/scholarships/ 

· Danforth Scholars Program, Washington University in St. Louis  deadline Nov. 15
· https://admissions.wustl.edu/cost-aid/scholarships/ 

· Trustee Scholarship, Boston University  deadline-December 1
· www.bu.edu/admissions/trustee 
· Presidential Scholarship, Boston University deadline – December 1
· https://www.bu.edu/admissions/tuition-aid/scholarships-financial-aid/first-year-merit/presidential/

· General John S. Pershing Scholarship, Truman State University
· http://admissions.truman.edu/costs/scholarships.asp#competitive 

· Cornelius Vanderbilt Scholarship Program, Chancellor’s Scholarship Program and the Ingram Scholarship Program all from Vanderbilt University  deadlines:  December 1 and December 15
· http://www.vanderbilt.edu/scholarships/signature.php

· Scholars of Excellence Program, for National Merit Semi-Finalists and Finalists, Union University
· http://www.uu.edu/admissions/scholarsofexcellence/ 

· The Milton A. and Roslyn Z. Wolf Scholarship, Case Western Reserve University
· http://admission.case.edu/admissions/finaid/scholarships/wolf/default.asp 

· SCAD Distinguished Scholars Award, Savannah College of Art and Design
· http://www.scad.edu/admission/cost-financial-aid/financial-aid/scholarships/undergraduate.cfm 

· Jeffrey S. Raikes School of Computer Science and Management, University of Nebraska, Lincoln
·  https://financialaid.unl.edu/scholarships 
 
· Heritage Scholarship, College of Idaho
· https://www.collegeofidaho.edu/admission-aid/financial-aid/types/scholarships 

· Wells Scholars Program, Indiana University Bloomington
· https://scholarships.indiana.edu/ 

· Top Scholars Program, National Merit Finalist  University of Alabama
· https://scholarships.ua.edu/ 

· Foisie Scholars Program, Worcester Polytechnic Institute 
· http://admissions.wpi.edu/Foisie/index.html 

· Trustee Scholarship, Boston University
· https://www.bu.edu/finaid/types-of-aid/scholarships-grants/ 

· Sullivan Leadership Award, Seattle University
· https://www.seattleu.edu/undergraduate-admissions/finances/scholarships/ 

· Trustee Scholarship, Lipscomb University
· http://www.lipscomb.edu/financialaid/lipscomb-scholarships 

· Benedict Scholarship, Sewanee: University of the South
· http://admission.sewanee.edu/apply/scholarships 

· Hampton University, Trustee and Presidential Scholarships
· http://www.hamptonu.edu/studentservices/admissions/scholarship.htm 

· Achievement and Distinction Awards at Montana State University
http://www.montana.edu/admissions/scholarships/index.html#freshman 

· Exemplary Achievement Award at Westminster College
· https://westminstercollege.edu/paying-for-college/financial-aid/scholarships/index.html 

· Prairie Scholars-University of Minnesota-Morris 
· https://morris.umn.edu/admissions/scholarships 

· The New School Scholarship Competition – The New School, New York City
· https://www.internationalscholarships.com/scholarships/2450/The_New_School_Competition! 

· Northeastern University- University Scholars Program (USP)
· https://www.northeastern.edu/universityscholars/the-scholars/

· University of Kentucky – Patterson Scholarship for National Merit Finalists
· Seeblue.com/scholarships

· Gettysburg College STEM Scholars Program

· Wofford College Scholars Program (Junior Applicants)
· www.wofford.edu/scholars 

· Samford College

· Clark Scholars
  Global Mission Scholars
 	Micah Fellows
 	Preministerial Scholars
 	Ragland Scholars
· University Fellows

· University of the Pacific 
· Pacific Qualified Powell Scholars/Honors Program

· MSST Distinguished Scholars
· Submit an application

· Colorado Mesa Distinguished Scholar
· Application

Note: Many of these are Scholarship Programs meaning that there is Privilege and Responsibility. They are programs of distinction for the leaders of tomorrow. Students need to commit to the program, not just accept a scholarship.
Below is a list of the scholarships of some previously awarded to TCA graduates.  Perhaps some of these schools are already on your college list.  You can visit the school website and read more about the scholarship(s) on their Financial Aid page. These awards are also listed in our Naviance Scholarships page.
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