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ATTENDANCE ZONE and STUDENT ADMISSIONS

Attendance Zone

Primary Attendance Zone: All students in grades K-5 who reside within Clayton County are eligible to enroll.

Priority Status: Pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 20-2-2066(a)(1), UAFA shall provide priority status for enrollment in the following order:
1. Siblings of currently enrolled UAFA students.  A “sibling is defined as a brother/sister, half-brother/sister, or stepbrother/sister who resides in the same household.  
2. Children of the faculty, staff, and Governing Board.

Student Admissions and Enrollment
The rules and procedures concerning the admission of students, including the process for the random selection, will be as follows:

The school shall employ the use of a registration form to be submitted in a timely manner (Refer to Appendix F:  Enrollment Application) which shall include basic information required for entry into the lottery.  Once students have secured a slot at the school, parents shall submit an enrollment form (Refer to Appendix F:  Enrollment Application Packet), which includes all pertinent information required to fully enroll the student in the school.  Enrollment forms shall be submitted within 5 business days following notification that the student has secured a slot. 

In October prior to the start of the initial year, the Governing Board will conduct monthly community meetings throughout Clayton County in which registration forms will be accepted on a first-come, first served basis. At such time, parents shall also submit an enrollment form required to fully enroll the student in the school.  In the summer prior to the start of school, families will be invited for an orientation at the school to tour the school facility, meet the school's teaching and administrative staff, and receive pertinent information regarding enrollment at UAFA. Contingent that the school has not met its projected enrollments, registration will continue through the duration of the school year.  

In subsequent years, admissions shall be handled in the following manner: Prior to regular registration there will be a pre-enrollment phase for returning students and their siblings and students of governing board members and teachers. Registration forms and information regarding the cutoff date for pre-enrollment will be sent at least 2 weeks prior to the start of the pre-enrollment period. All eligible returning students and their siblings and other eligible priority status students who submit enrollment forms during the pre-enrollment period will be enrolled for the following school year unless there are not enough spaces available in any particular grade. In that case, all returning students who submit complete registrations during the pre-enrollment period will be enrolled, and the siblings will be enrolled based on a lottery to be held in an open forum on the date stated in the pre-enrollment information. The pre-enrollment process will not occur prior to the first year of operation.

The dates of the registration period shall be established by the Governing Board each year and shall end no later than the last day of February for the school year beginning the fall of the same year (i.e. February 



of 2020 for the 2020-2021 school year).  The public lottery shall be held….(i.e., within 2 weeks of the close of the registration period.)

Except for the initial year of operation, UAFA agrees to complete registration for the upcoming school year and provide the names, grade level, and addresses of all accepted students to the GA Department of Education no later than June 1.

Timetable for Registering and Admitting Students
	Task
	Months

	Orientation/ Pre-Enrollment
	January 1 through January 31

	Registration
	February 1 through February 28(29)

	Public Lottery
	By March 15



Lottery and Waiting List 
If a lottery is required, the lottery will be held in an open forum at the time and place listed in the registration materials, fliers posted around the Clayton County Community, and/or the school’s website. The lottery will be conducted in a manner that is consistent with the Georgia Charter Schools Act and that ensures that each eligible student receives an equal chance of being selected. All names will be selected in each lottery and the students who are not selected for registration will be placed on a waiting list in the order in which their name was selected. Once all grades are filled or once the lottery, if necessary, is complete, any additional students who register shall be placed at the end of the waiting list on a first come, first served basis.

Currently enrolled students will fill all seats first. Once all currently enrolled students have been placed, current siblings of students will fill any open allotments. Students of current faculty, staff, and board members will have next priority in any open allotments. If there are more applicants than available slots, a lottery will take place for all other applicants. Each priority level will have its own lottery.

	Check any applicable enrollment priorities
	O.C.G.A. § 20-2-2066(a)(1) Enrollment Priorities
	Ranking

	X
	A sibling of a student enrolled in the charter school.
	1

	N/A
	A sibling of a student enrolled in another local school designated in the charter contract (school name:                     ).
	N/A

	X
	A student whose parent or guardian is a member of the governing board of the charter school or is a full-time teacher, professional, or other employee at the charter school.
	2

	N/A
	Students matriculating from a local school designated in the charter contract (school name:                    ).
	N/A

	N/A
	Children who matriculate from a pre-kindergarten program (program name:                   ) which is associated with the school, including, but not limited to, programs which share common facilities or campuses with the school or programs which have established a partnership or cooperative efforts with the school.
	N/A







Priority Level 1
Siblings of currently enrolled students (Priority Level 1) will be placed in one group first.  In the event there are more siblings of currently enrolled students than open seats, the applicants will be placed on a waitlist (Priority Level 1 waitlist) based on the order in which their name was drawn in the lottery.  

Priority Level 2
Children of faculty, staff, and board members (Priority Level 2) will be selected next to fill any open allotments.  In the event there are no vacant allotments, children of faculty, staff, and board members will be placed on a waitlist (Priority Level 2 waitlist) based on the order in which their name was drawn in the lottery.  This waitlist will only be used to fill vacant allotments after all those on the Priority Level 1 waitlist have been placed.

Priority Level 3
If siblings of current students, students of faculty, staff, and/or board members do not fill the open allotments, then other open allotments will be filled by conducting a lottery of all non-priority applications. All applicants not selected will be put on a waitlist (Level III wait list) based on the order in which their name was drawn in the lottery

Lottery positions and waiting list positions will not be secured from year to year. Those who are offered the opportunity to enroll from the waiting list will have three days to complete the registration process before the opening will be offered to the next student on the waiting list.

Utopian Academy for the Arts will not utilize a weighted lottery to provide an increased chance of admission for educationally disadvantaged students as defined in State Board Rule 160-4-9-.04(o) and pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 20-2-2066(a)(1), State Board Rule 160-4-9-.05(2)(g), and Department guidance.

	Check any applicable categories
	O.C.G.A. § 20-2-2066(a)(1) Weighted Lottery Categories
	Weight Given 

	N/A
	Economically disadvantaged students
	N/A

	N/A
	Students with disabilities
	N/A

	N/A
	Migrant students
	N/A

	N/A
	Limited English proficient students
	N/A

	N/A
	Neglected or delinquent students
	N/A

	N/A
	Homeless students
	N/A



Withdrawal of Students
A student may withdraw without penalty from UAFA at any time and enroll in the appropriate Clayton County Public School (CCPS) based upon the student’s residence address and grade level. A student who is suspended or expelled from UAFA as a result of a disciplinary action taken by UAFA shall be entitled to enroll in the student’s regular attendance zone school only if such student would not have been subject to suspension or expulsion by CCPS for the conduct which gave rise to the suspension or expulsion. 

Enrollment Projections
UAFA plans to enroll two hundred (200) K-2nd graders in its first year of operation. Each year thereafter, the school will add more students as they graduate to the next grade and become familiar with the school curriculum and its operations. In addition, increasing the amount of students each year allows the school 







to enroll new students. The number of students in each grade will increase from 200 in its first year to a target enrollment of between 350 and 400 students during the initial 5-year term. 

	YEAR OF OPERATION
	NUMBER OF STUDENTS

	1
	125

	2
	175

	3
	225

	4
	275

	5
	300
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