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Dear Parent/Guardian,

We need your help with an important goal for Lake Forest Middle School this year. We want to ensure that every student attends school every day. 

Attending school regularly has a significant, positive impact on your child’s academic success—from kindergarten through high school. Even as he or she grows older and more independent, you play a key role in making sure your child gets to school safely and on time every day. 

We realize some absences are unavoidable due to health problems or other circumstances. However, we also know that when students miss too much school—regardless of the reason—it can cause them to fall behind academically. Absences can add up quickly. Students are less likely to succeed academically if they miss 10% or more of instructional days over the course of the school year. (This means missing about two days of school per month or about 18 days per year). 

According to TCA 49-6-2007/TCA 49-6-3009, parents/legal guardians or the person having control over a student is subject to compulsory attendance, and they are legally responsible to monitor the student’s attendance and require the student to attend school. If your student is absent from school for an aggregate (total) of five (5) days during the school year without adequate excuse, then the student is subject to a juvenile court referral. Students are allowed three (3) parent notes each semester for an all-day absence to be an EXCUSED ABSENCE. 

On July 1, 2018, the State of Tennessee mandated each school district to implement The Three Tier Progressive Truancy Intervention Program. Your student will enter Tier I of this program after three (3) UNEXCUSED ABSENCES. Tier I will include a parent meeting with school staff, an attendance contract, and a follow-up meeting. Tier II begins on any further UNEXCUSED ABSENCES after the initial attendance contract is signed. Included in Tier II is another meeting with the School Truancy Team, a referral to counseling or other community services, if needed, and regularly scheduled follow-up meetings to monitor your student’s attendance. Tier III begins on any further UNEXCUSED ABSENCE after the Tier II School Truancy Team Conference.  Tier III will be a referral to campus court. 

We want your child to be successful in school and attend school on a regular basis.  We are here to support you and your child this year and make this the most successful year yet.  If you have any questions about The Three Tier Progressive Truancy Intervention Program or need more information, please contact the school. 

Sincerely,



Mr. Jenkins
Attendance Administrator  
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2018-2019 Notice of Compulsory Attendance Requirements
PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN TO YOUR HOMEROOM TEACHER.




I, ________________________________, STUDENT NAME (PLEASE PRINT) acknowledge that I have reviewed and am aware of the information received in TCA 49-6-2007 and TCA 49-6-3009 compulsory attendance requirements. 


___________________________________
Signature


I, ________________________________, PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME (PLEASE PRINT) acknowledge that I have reviewed and am aware of the information received in TCA 49-6-2007 and TCA 49-6-3009 compulsory attendance requirements. 


___________________________________
Signature


If you have any questions or would like further information on the compulsory attendance requirements, please contact Mr. Jenkins, Attendance Administrator at 423-478-8821.
*PLEAE RETAIN FOR YOUR RECORDS
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