EIGHTH GRADE READING LIST - SUMMER 2025
REQUIRED BOOK FOR ALL 8TH GRADE STUDENTS:
Collins, Suzanne. THE HUNGER GAMES. America, now Panem, requires each of its twelve territories to select two children between the ages of 12 and 18 to participate in the Hunger Games. On television, these twenty-four kids will fight to the death, and only one will survive.

OPTIONAL BOOK:  SELECT ONE OF THE FOLLOWING BOOKS:
Forna, Namina. THE GILDED ONES.* Sixteen-year-old Deka lives in fear and anticipation of the blood ceremony that will determine whether she will become a member of her village. Already different from everyone else because of her unnatural intuition, Deka prays for red blood so she can finally feel like she belongs. But on the day of the ceremony, her blood runs gold, the color of impurity-and Deka knows she will face a consequence worse than death.

* If students have read The Gilded Ones, they can choose to read the other novels in this series.

Funke, Cornelia. THE THIEF LORD. Two brothers run away from their home after the death of their mother when they learn of their aunt's plan to separate them. The brothers join a small group of orphans living in an abandoned movie theatre in Venice. The orphans' theatre home and all the bare necessities of their lives are provided for them by a mysterious character who calls himself the Thief Lord.
Lupica, Mike. QB1 Jake Cullen is a freshman quarterback playing high school football in the high-pressure land of Friday Night Lights (Texas). He is also the brother of Wyatt Cullen, who quarterbacked his team to the Texas State Championship last season--not to mention the son of former NFL quarterback and local legend, Troy Cullen. To be a Cullen in Texas is to be royalty . . . and a quarterback. All of which leaves 14-year-old Jake in a Texas-sized shadow, a tall order for any boy, especially one who's merely a freshman.

Magoon, Kekla. THE SEASON OF STYX MALONE. Caleb Franklin and his big brother Bobby Gene are excited to have adventures in the woods behind their house, but Caleb dreams of venturing beyond their ordinary small town. Then, they meet new neighbor Styx Malone. Styx is sixteen and oozes cool. Styx promises the brothers that together, the three of them can pull off the Great Escalator Trade--exchanging one small thing for something better until they achieve their wildest dream. But as the trades get bigger, the brothers soon find themselves in over their heads. Styx has secrets--secrets so big they could ruin everything
McDougall, Christopher. BORN TO RUN: a Hidden Tribe, Superathletes, and the Greatest Race the World Has Never Seen Isolated by Mexico's deadly Copper Canyons, the blissful Tarahumara Indians have honed the ability to run hundreds of miles without rest or injury. In a riveting narrative, award-winning journalist and often-injured runner Christopher McDougall sets out to discover their secrets.
Myers, Walter Dean. SLAM.  Basketball star Greg “Slam” Harris faces a year of adjustments: a new school, a new team, and a new struggle to balance his old life and friends with his new ones.
Patneaude, David. THIN WOOD WALLS. A Japanese-American boy faces the confusion and frustration of internment during WWII after Pearl Harbor is bombed.
Potok, Chaim. THE CHOSEN. In 1940s Brooklyn, New York, an accident throws Reuven Malther and Danny Saunders together. Despite their differences (Reuven is a Modern Orthodox Jew with an intellectual, Zionist father; Danny is the brilliant son and rightful heir to a Hasidic rabbi), the young men form a deep, if unlikely, friendship.
Springer, Nancy. ENOLA HOLMES AND THE MARK OF THE MONGOOSE.* In May of 1890, Enola Holmes is finally fully on her own. She is no longer hiding from her older brothers Sherlock and Mycroft, and she is attending classes and occasionally pursuing her chosen profession as a scientific perditorian, a finder of lost things and people. 
*Students can choose to read the other novels in this series.
Yoo, Paula. GOOD ENOUGH. Patti tries to balance schoolwork, band, and boys while trying to please her Korean parents by getting into an Ivy League school.
Vanderpool, Clare. NAVIGATING EARLY. Kansas-born Jack Baker is having a hard time fitting in at the Maine boarding school to which he has been sent following the death of his mother. Then he meets Early Auden, the “strangest of boys.” When the two are accidentally left alone on campus during a holiday, they set off on a quest for the mysterious “Pi.” Add in several pirates, a great black bear, and a surprise ending for a poignant and thought-provoking adventure.


EVALUATION FOR SUMMER READING: Students will need to be prepared for in-class writing and discussion about both of their summer reading books. For The Hunger Games, they will have a writing assignment during the first week of class. After a class discussion about the novel, they will have another assessment which will be a response to topics of the teacher’s choice. There will also be an assesement on thier choice book.
