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Greetings – 
Like athletes in the off-season, Charlotte Catholic AP English students should maintain their skills over the summer, reading texts that stimulate the intellect and the imagination.  
To that end, this year’s selection offers multiple examples of the personal conviction that accompanies effective communication, which is itself the focus of AP English Language and Composition. 
Obtain and read a hard copy of This I Believe, the first book in a series of two edited by Jay Allison and Den Gediman (ISBN: 9780805086584). Then complete the following assignment.
· Format a document according to MLA standards – including heading, parenthetical citations, and a Works Cited* (see citation below).

· Compose a Top Ten list of the essay titles and their authors you felt effective, ordering them from least (#10) down to most (#1). In doing so, consider evocative language, powerful anecdotes, and inspiring messages. 

· Accompany each of your ten entries with a brief paragraph (2-3 sentences) succinctly defending its place on the list. You might note how it compares to others on the list. 

· Be prepared to submit your completed work on the second day of classes. 
As this is my first impression of you as an AP student, your work is to be your own best effort. 
As this is our AP class, your work will be organized, clear, developed, thorough, and complete.  

I look forward to working with you in the fall. 
Dr. Sigwald
*Allison, Jay., et al. This I Believe: The Personal Philosophies of Remarkable Men and Women. 1st pbk. ed. New York, Picador/Henry Holt and Co, 2007.	
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