Statement of Goals and Beginning of the Year Letter 
       For this assignment, you will be thinking about your strengths and weaknesses in reading and writing. As you list your strengths and weaknesses in these areas, give a specific, detailed example/instance where you have seen these in your own writing/reading, and discuss what you could do to improve in these areas. You will also discuss specific goals you will set for yourself and plot out how you will achieve these goals. 
     In a letter to me, explain these strengths and weaknesses, your goals for this year, and how you will achieve these goals. 

Your letter should be set up in the following way:

       1st Paragraph – List and explain TWO of your strengths and TWO of your weaknesses in 
                                reading giving specific details from your own life.

       2nd Paragraph – List and explain TWO of your strengths and TWO of your weaknesses in 
                                 writing giving specific details from your own life.

       3rd Paragraph – State THREE goals of your goals for the year (for this class) in clear and 
                                specific terms AND specific details about how you will reach these goals.

Again, for your strengths and weaknesses, make sure you give specific instances (from school mostly) AND SPECIFIC DETAILS where you have had experience with each strength and weakness:

Example: Strength 1 – My first strength in writing is that I am a very creative writer.

                Bad example –   I have written a lot of stories in school that have gotten good grades. (Bad 

                                           example because it’s only one sentence and too general)

                Good example – In seventh grade in my English class, I wrote a science fiction story. It 

                                            was about an alien that landed on Earth and wanted to learn about our                               

                                            culture. After they were handed back, the teacher asked me to read my 
                                            story out loud because it was so creative. (Better example because there 
                                            is more of a setting and specific details)
MORE ON NEXT PAGE
***Notice that it takes more than one sentence to explain each strength and weakness. Make sure 

      your examples are as specific and detailed as possible.
For the goals section of your letter, make sure your goals are specific and realistic, and again, get detailed as you explain how you will obtain those goals (Don’t just say, “I’ll work hard.”). 
Requirements

1. Your letter must be typed – Double spaced, size 12 Times New Roman Font, 1” margins.

2. The date needs to be in the upper right hand corner of the paper. “Dear Mr. Fernandez,” needs to be on the next line (on the left), and your salutation (“Sincerely,” or some other type of salutation) needs to be at the end of your letter (on the right). Then skip a few lines and type your name. You will sign your name above your typed name. If you do not have a device that allows you to sign on the screen, you can wait until you get your Lenovo to do that. 
3. Your letter must be in 5 paragraphs:

a. Introduction – Pretty informal since it is a letter, but it MUST have a thesis (a statement that tells the reader what you are going to discuss in the letter).

b. Reading strengths and weaknesses paragraph

c. Writing strengths and weaknesses paragraph

d. Goals paragraph

e. Conclusion – summing up what you have written.

4. You will submit this as a Word document through Canvas. There is a rubric on the Canvas page for this assignment to see what each section is worth. 
Remember that you must be specific with each example you use. One or two sentences will NOT give detail for each story.

If you have any questions about this assignment, please make sure you ask. I am here to help you.
